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THE LIFE 

OF 

IGNATIUS SANCHO. 



•* Quamvii ille niger, qiianwis tu candidus ctses." 

ViEOIt. 

The extraordinary Negro, whose Life I 
am about to write, was bom A. D. 17295 
on board a ship in the Slave-trade, a few 
days after it had quitted the coast of 
Guinea for the Spanish West-Indies; and 
at Carthagena he received from the hand 
of the Bishop, Baptism, and the name of 
Ignatius. 

A disease of the ndw climatic put an 
early period to his mother's existence ; and 
his father defeated the miseries of slavery 
by an act of suicide. 

At little more than two years old, his 
master brought him to England, and^gave 
him to three maiden sisters, resident at 
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Greenwich ; whose prejudices had unhap- 
pily taught them, that African ignorance 
was the only security for his obedience, 
and that to enlarge the mind of their slave 
would go near to emancipate his person. 
The petulance of their disposition sur- 
named him Sancho, from a fancied resem- 
blance to the 'Squire of Don Quixote. 

But a patron was at hand, whom Igna- 
tius Sanchb had merit enough to conciliate 
at a v.erj early age. 

The late Duke of Montagu lived on 
Biackheath : he accidentally saw the little 
Negro, and admired in him a native frank- 
ness of manner as yet unbroken by servi- 
tude, and unrefined by education— He 
brought him friequently home to the Du- 
chess, indulged his turn for reading with 
presents of books, and strongly recom- 
mended to his mistresses the duty of culti- 
vating a genius of such apparent fertility. 

His mistresses, however, were inflexible, 
and even threatened on angry occasions to 
return Ignatius Sancho to his African sla- 
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very. The love of freedom had increased 
with years, and began to beat high in his 
bosom. — Indignation, and the dread of 
constant reproach arising from the detec- 
tion of an amour, infinitely criminal in the 
eyes of three maiden ladies, finally deter- 
mined him to abandon the family. 

His noble patron was recently dead.— 
Ignatius flew to the Duchess for protec- 
tion, who dismissed him with reproof. — • 
He retired from her presence in a state of 
despondency and stupefaction. 

Enamoured still of that liberty, the 
scope of whose enjoyment was now limited 
to his last five shillings, and resolute to 
maintain it with life, he procured an old 
pistol for purposes which his father's ex- 
ample had suggested as familiar, and had 
sanctified as hereditary. 

In this frame of mind the futility of re- 
monstrance was obvious. The Duchess 
secretly admired his character; and at 
leiigth consented to admit him into her 

household, where he remained as butler till 

a 2 
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[ iv ] 

her death, when he found himself, by her 
Grace's bequest and his own ceconomy, 
possessed of seventy pounds in money^ 
and an annuity of thirty. 

. Freedom, riches, and leisure, naturally 
led a disposition of African texture into 
indulgences ; and that which dissipated 
the mind of Ignatius completely drained 
the purse* In his attachment to women, 
he displayed a profuseness which not un- 
usually characterizes the excess of the 
passion. — Cards ha,d formerly seduced 
him ; but an unsuccessful contest at crib- 
bage With a Jew, who won his clothes, 
had determined him to abjure the propen- 
sity, which appears to be innate among 
his countrymen; — -A French writer relates, 
that in the kingdoms of Ardrah, Whydah, 
and Benin, a Negro will stake at play his 
fortune, his children, and his liberty. Ig- 
natius loved the theatre to such a point 
of enthusiasm, that his last shilling went 
to Drury-Lane, on Mr. Garrick's repre- 
sentation of Richard.— He had been even 
induced to consider the stage as a resource 
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in the hour of adversity, and his com- 
plexion suggested an offer to the manager 
of attempting Othello and Oroonoko ; but 
a defective and incorrigible articulation 
rendered it abortive. 

He turned his mind once more to ser- 
vice, and was 'retained a few months by 
the Chaplain at Montagu-house. That 
roof had been ever auspicious to him ; and 
the present Duke soon placed him about 
his person^ where habitual regularity of 
life led him to think of a matrimonial con- 
nexion, and he formed one accordingly 
with a very desefving young woman of 
West-Indian origin, 

Towards the close of the year 1773, re- 
peated attacks of the gout, and a constitu- 
tional corpulence, rendered him incapable 
of further attendance in the Duke's family. 

At this crisis, the munificence which 
had protected him through various vicis- 
situdes did not fail to exert itself; with the 
result pf his own frugality, it enabled him 
and his wife to settle theniselyes in a shop 
' a 3 
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[ vi ] 

of grocery, where mutual and rigid in- 
dustry decently maintained a numerous 
family of children, and where a life of do- 
mestic virtue engaged private patronage 
and merited public imitation. 

In December 1780, a series of compli- 
cated disorders destroyed him. 



Of a Negro, a Butler, and a Grocer, 
there are but slender anecdotes to ani- 
mate the page of the biographer ; but it 
has been held necessary to give some 
sketch of the very singular man, whose 
letters, with all their imperfections on 
their head, are now offered to the public. 

The display those ^vritings exhibit of 
epistolary talent, of rapid and jusl con- 
ception, of wild patriotism, and of uni- 
versal philanthropy, may well apologize 
for the protection of the Great, and the 
friendship of the Literary. 

The late Duchesses of Queensberry and 
Northumberland pressed forward to serve 
the author of them. The former intrusted 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



[ vii ] 

to his reformation a very unAvorthy fa- 
vourite of his own complexion. — Gamck 
and Sterne were well acquainted with 
Ignatius Sancho. 

A commerce with the Muses was sup- 
ported amid the trivial and momentary 
interruptions of a shop ; the Poets were 
studied, and even imitated Avith some suc- 
cess ;— two pieces were constructed for the 
stage; — the Theory of Music was discus^ 
sed, published, and dedicated to the Priii- 
cess Royal ;— and Painting was so much 
within the circle of Ignatius Sancho's 
judgment and criticism, that Mortimer 
came often to consult him. 



Such was the man whose species philo- 
sophers and anatomists have endeavoured 
to degrade as a deterioration of the hu- 
man ; and such was the man whom Fuller, 
with a benevolence and quaintness of 
phrase peculiarly his own, accounted 

^* God's Image, though cut in Ebony/' 

To. the harsh definition of the naturalist, 

34 
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oppressions political and legislative have 
been added ; and such are hourly aggra- 
vated towards this unhappy race of men 
by vulgar prejudice and popular insult. 
To combat these on commercial prin- 
ciples, has been the labour of Labat, Fer- 
nian, and Lennezet— such an effort here 
would be an impertinent digression. 

Of tho^e who have speculatively visited 
and described the islave^coast, there are 
not wanting some who, extol the mental 
abilities of the nativej^. D'Elbee, Moore, 
and Bosman, speak highly of their mecha- 
nical powers and indefs^tigable industry. 
Desmarchais dpes not scruple to affirm, 
that their ingenuity rivals the Chinese. 

He who could penetrate the interibr of 
Africa, might not improbably discover 
negro arts and polity, which could bear 
little analogy to the ignorance and gross- 
ness of slaves in the sugar-islands, expa- 
triated in infancy, and brutalized under 
the whip and the task-master. 
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And he who surveys the extent of intej^ 
lect to which Ignatius Sancho had attained 
by self-education, will perhaps conclude, 
that the perfection Qf the reasoning facul^ 
ties does not depend oxi a peculiar confor- 
mation of the skull or the colour of a 
common integument *, in defiance of that 
wild opinion, " which,** says a learned 
writer of these times, *' restrains the opera- 
^' tions of the mind to particular regions, 
^* and supposes that a luckless mortal may 
^' be bom in a degree of latitude too high 
f^ or too low for wisdom or for wit/' 

* In farther illuflration of this pafTage the Editor h^s 
thought it not irrelevant to the general tenor of this pub- 
lication to fubjoin the following obfervations from the 
pelebrated work of profeflbr Blumenbach intitlcd—r 
^' Obfervations on the bodily Conformation and mental 
*^ Capacity of the Negroes. From Magazin fur das 
" neuefte aus der Phyfti;' Vol. IV. 

** During a tour which I made through Swiflerland, I 
faw in the pidure-gallery at Pommersfeld four negro 
heads by Vandyk, two of which in particular had the 
lines of the face fo regular that the features feemed very 
little different from the European. At that time, as I 
bad never had an opportunity of acquiring a proper 
knowledge refpefting the form of the negro head and 
cranium^ by ftudying nature, and as I remembered that 
5 
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Mr. Camper, in a differtation read in the Academy of 
Painting at Amfterdam, had mentioned that the greater 
part of the mod eminent painters, and efpecially Rubens^ 
Vandyk and Jordaens, when they painted Moors, copied 
from Europeans whofe faces had been blackened for 
that purpofe, I afcribed the European look of the above 
negro heads to this common fault. Some months after^ 
however, I had ^m opportunity of convincing myfelf that 
there are real negroes whofe features correfpond very 
nearly with thofe of the Europeans, and that the above 
heads in the gallery of Pommersfeld might be a true rc- 
prefentation of nature. 

*^ Going to pay a vifit at Yverdun to the two brothers 
Treytorrens, one of whom, the chevalier, had been 
thirty-five years in the French fervice, particularly at St, 
Domingo ; and the other, by means of the opportunities 
which his brother enjoyed, had a coHeftion of natural 
curiofities that contained many rare articles, when I en- 
tered the court of their elegant habitation, which is fitu- 
ated on the road to Goumoens, I faw no perfon to Ihow 
me into the houfe, except a woman of an agreable figure, 
who was (landing with her back towards me. When 
Ihc turned round to give me an anfwer, I was much fur- 
prifed to find that (he wasafemale negro, whofe face perfeft* 
ly correfponded with her figure, and fully juftified the fide- 
lity of likenefs in Vandykes negro heads, which I had 
feen at Pommersfeld. All the features of her face, even 
the nofe and lips, the latter of which were a little thick, 
though not fo as to be difagreeable, had they been covered 
with a white (kin, muft have excited univerfal admira- 
tion. At the fame time (he was not only exceedingly 
lively, and pofleffed a found underftanding; but, as I 
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afterwards learned, was extremely well informed and ex. 
pert in the obfietric art. The handfome pretty negrefs 
of Yverdun is celebrated far and near as the bed midwife 
in the Italian part of Swiflferland. I was informed by 
her mafler, the chevalier, who has in his fervice alfo « 
negro man as elegantly formed as a flatue, that {he was 
a Creole from St. Domingo ; that both her parents were 
natives of Congo, but not fo black as the negroes of 
SenegaL 

<^ Since that period I have had an opportunity of fee* 
ing and converfing with many negroes, and have pro-» 
cured for my colle3;ion a great many anatomical 
preparations from negro bodies, which, together with 
what I have read in different voyages, tend more and 
more ta convince me of the truth of the two following 
propofitions : 

^* I. That between one negro and another there is at 
much (if not more) difference in the colour, and parti« 
cularly in the lineaments of the face, as between many 
real negroes and other varieties of the human fpecies. 

^^ H. That the negroes, in regard to their mental facul- 
ties and capacity, are not inferior to the reft of the hu- 
man race. 

^^ The three negro ikulls, which I have now before 
me, afford, by the very ftriking gradation with which 
the lineaments pafs from the one to the other, a very 
evident proof of the firft propofition. One of them, 
which Mr. Michaelis was fo good as to bring me from 
New- York, and of which I have given an accurate de- 
fcription in another place *, is diftinguiflied by fuch a 
projefting upper jaw-bone, that, if the fame peculiarity 
• In my Osteology* p. 87. 
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belonged to all negroes, one might be tempted to fuppofe^ 
that they had another firft parent than Adam. On the 
other hand, the lineaments of the third have fo little of 
the exotic form, and are fo different from the firft, that, 
if I had not diffefted the whole head perfectly entire, and 
juft as it was when cut from the body, I fhould be in 
doubt .whether I ought to confider it as having aftually 
belonged to a real negro. The fecond holds a mean rank 
between both, and in its whole form has a great likenefo 
to the head of the Abyflinian Abbas Gregorius, a good 
engraving of which by Heifs, in 1691, from a painting 
by Von Sand, I have now before me, and which not 
only proves in general the clofe affinity of the^byffinians 
with the negroes, but approaches much nearer to the 
ugly negroes, to fpeak according to the European ideas 
of beauty, than the well-formed negrefs of Yverdun, or 
the handfome young negro whofe head I difTefted as be- 
fore mentioned, or than a thoufand others whofe features 
are little different from thofe of the Europeans. What I 
have here faid is indeed nothing elfe than a confirmation 
of a truth long known, which has been already remarked 
by unprejudiced travellers, as will appear by the following 
quotations. Le Maire, in his Voyage to Cape Verd, 
Senegal, and Gambia *, fays : *^ Blacknefs excepted, 
there are female negroes as well made as our kdies in 
Europe.*' Leguat, in his well-known Voyages f, tells 
us, that he found at Batavia feveral very pretty negreffes, 
whofe faces had the perfe6l European form. Adanfon, in 
his Account of Senegal J, fpeaking of the female ne- 
groes there, has the following paffage : ^^ The women 

* Voyages aux Cap Verd, Senegal et Gamt^ie, p. l6l, 
t Vol. ii. p. 136. J Pa§e 22, 
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are almoft as tall as the men, and equally well made. 
Their ikin is remarkably fine and foft : their eyes arc 
black and open ; the mouth and lips fmall, and the fea- 
tures are well proportioned. Some of them are perfeft 
beauties. They are exceedingly lively, and have an eafy, 
free air, that is highly agreeable." Ulloa, in his Noticias 
Americanas *, obferves, that fome of the negroes have 
thick projefting lips, a flat nofe, eyes deeply funk in the 
lockets, which in general are called geiudos, anc} wool 
inftead of hain He then adds : *^ Others, whofe colour 
is equally black, have features perfedly like thofe of the 
whites, particularly in regard to the nofe and the eyes, 
and fmooth but thick hair f." 

^* The teftimonies and examples which ferve to prove 
the truth of the fecond propofition, refpefting the men- 

* Page 92. 

t The following observations of an intelligent Danish traveller 
may serve still further to confirm the truth of Professor Blumen* 
bach*s proposition: " Almost all the negroes are of a good stature, 
and the Akra negroes have remarkably fine features. The contour 
of the fece, indeed, among the generality of these people, is dif- 
• ferent from that of the Europeans ; but at the same time faces are 
^und among them vrhich, excepting the black colour, would in 
Europe be considered as beautiful. In common, however, they 
have something apish. The cheek-bones and chin project very 
much J and the bones of the nose are smaller than among the Eu- 
ropeans. Thb l^st circumstance has probably given rise to the 
assertion, that the negro women flatten the noses of their children 
as soon as they are bom. But noses may be seen among some of 
them as much elevated and as regular as those of the Eurbpeans. 
Their hair is woolly, curled and black, but sometimes red. When 
tontinually combed, it may be brought to the length of half a 
yard j but it never can be kept smooth." . See P. E. Isert Reis na 
Guinea. Dordrecht 1790. p. 175. Edit. 
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tal faculties^ natural talents and ingenuity of the n^oesy 
are equally numerous and incontrovertible. Tlieir afio« 
nifhing memories, their great aftivity, and their acute- 
nefs in trade, particularly with gold duft, agwift which 
the mod experienced European merchant cannot be too 
much on his guard, are all circumftances fo well known^ 
that it is not neceiTary to enlarge on them *. The great 
aptitude of the ilaves for learning every kind of nice 
handicraft is equally well known ; and the cafe is the 
fame in regard to their mufical talents, as we have in« 
fiances of negroes playing the .violin in fo mafterly t 
manner, that they gained fo much money as enabled 
them to purchafe their liberty f. 

^^ Of the poetical genius of the negroes inftances are 
known among both fexes* A female n^o, who was a 
poetefs, is mentioned by Haller; and a fpeclmen of the 
Latin poetry of Francis Williams, a negro, may be 
found in the Hiftory of Jamaica. The intereding Letters 
of Ignatius Sancho, a negro, are well known ; and the 
two following inftances will ferve as a further proof erf the 
capacity and talents of our black brethren, in regard to 
literature and fcience. The proteftant clergymian J. J« 
Eliza Capitein was a negro ; a man of confiderable learn* 

* Barbot, in his Description of the Coasts of North and South 
Guinea, to be foupd in the' fifth volume of Churchiirs Collections, 
relates many interesting things on tins subject. Thus he says, 
p. 235. " The blacks are for the most part men of sense and wit 
enough, of a sharp ready apprehension, and an excellent memory 
beyond what is easy to imagine ; for, though they can neither read 
nor write, they are always regular in the greatest hurry of business 
afkd trade, and seldom in confusion.** 

t Sec Urlspcrger'i Americaaisch Ackerwerk Gottei, p. Sll. 
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ing, and a great orator. I have in my poffeffion an ex-^ 
cellent print of him engraved by Tanji, after P. Vandyk 
Our worthy profeflbr HoUman, when he was at Witten- 
beig, conferred the degree of Doftor of Philofophy on 
a negro who had fhown himfelf to advantage, not only 
MM a writer but as a teacher, and who afterwards came 
to Berlin as a counfellor of ftate to his Pruffian majefty^ 
I have now before me two treatifes written by him ♦, 
ene of which, in particular, difplays extenfive and well- 
digefted reading of the beft phyfiological works of the 
time* Of the uncommon knowledge which many ne- 
groes have had in the praftice of medicine, very favour- 
able teftimony has been given by Boerhaave and De 
Haen, who were certainly competent judges ; and the 
found flcill and delicate expertnefe of the Yvcrdun ac- 
coucheufe are, as already faid, celebrated throughout the 
whole neighbourhood. 

^^ To conclude, the Academy of Sciences at Paris had 
among the number of its correfpondents M. Liflet, a ne- 
gro, in the Ifle of France, who excelled in making ac- 
curate meteorological obfervations. On the other hand, 
whole provinces of Europe might, in my opinion, be 
named, from which it would be difficult to produce at 
prefent virtuofos, poets, philofophers, and correfpondents 
of a learned academy. 

* One of them is entitled : Dissert, inaug, philosophica de hu- 
man€e mentis axaQuttf sive tensionis acfacultatis in mtiite human€ 
ubsentiaf et eartim in corpore nostra organico ac vivo prtesentiap 
guam Pr«s. D. Mart. Gotth. Loeschero public^ defendit auc- 
tor Ant. Guil. Amo, Guinea-Afer, Phil, ct A. A. L. L» Mag. 
et J. V. C. Witielerg^ 1734, m. Apr. The title of the other is j 
Disp. philosophieap continens ideam distinctam eorum qtae competunt 
vtl menti vel cerponi nostra vivo et crganico^ fuam Praside M« 

6 
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Ant. Guil. Amo, Guinea-Afro, d. 29 Matt 17S4, dcfendit Jo# 
Theodos, Mciner Rochliz-Misnie. Philos. et J. V. Cultor. In 
an account of Amo*t life, printed on this occasion in name of the 
Academic Coupcil, it is said, among other things respecting his 
talents : ** Honorem, mentis ingenii partum, insigni probitatis, 
Hidustriae, eruditionis, quam publicis privatisque exercitatlonibus 
declaravit, laude auxit-*Compluribus philosophiam domi tradidit 
excussis tarn vetenun, quam ndyorum, placitis, optima quseque 
•elegit, lelecta enucleate ac dilucid^ interpretatus est" And the 
president, in defending the first-mentioned treatise, says expre^ly. 
in the annexed congratulation to Amo, •* Tuum potissimum emi- 
net ingenium felicissimum — ^utpote quiistius felicitatem acprsestan* 
tiam, ^eruditionis ac doctrinae soliditatem ac elegantiam, multis 
speciminibus hactenus in nostra etiam academia magno cum ap- 
plausu omnibus bonis, et in pra^senti dissertatione egregie compro- 
basti. Reddo tibi illam proprio marte eleganter ac erudite elabo« 
ratam, integram adhuc et plane immutatamy ut vis ingenii tui ea 
magis exinde ducescat. 
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S^JVCMO'S LETTERS. 



LETTOB I. 

TO MR. J W ^E. 

Charles Street Feb. 14, 176s. 

MT WORTHY AND MUCH &E8PICTID FRIBin>, 

Pope obfcrvcs, 

" Men change with fortune, manners change vath climes ; 
** Tenets with books, and principles with times." 

Your friendly letter convinced me that you 
arc ftill the fame — ^and gave in that conviftion a 
ten-fold pleafure :-r-you carried out (through 
God's grace) an honeft friendly heart, a clear 
difcerning head, and a foul impreffed with every 
humane feeling-— That you are ftill the fame — 
I repeat it — ogives me more joy — than the certainty 
would of your being worth ten jaghires : — ^I dare 
fay you will ever remember that the trueft worth 
is that of the mind — the bleft reditude of the 
heart — ^the cpnfcience unfullied with guilt — the 
undaunted noble eye, enriched with innocence, 

B 
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and ftiining with facial glee — peace dancing in 
the heart — and health fmiling in the face. — May 
thcfe be ever thy companions ! — and for riches, 
you will ever be more than vulgarly rich — while 
you thankfully enjoy — and gratefully affift the 
wants (as far as you arc able) of your fellow crea- 
tures. But I think (and fo will you) that I am 
preaching. I only meant in truth to thank you, 
which I moft finccrely do, for your kind letter: — 
believe me, it gratifies a better principle than 
vanity — to know that you remember your dark- 
faced friend at fuch a diftance : but what would 
have been your feelings — could you have beheld 
your worthy, thrice worthy father — -joy fitting 
triumphant in his hoheft face — fpecding from 
houfe to houfe amongft his numerous friends, 
with the pleafing teftimonlals of his fon's love 
and duty in his hands — «very one congratulating 
him, and joining in good wifhes — while the 
ftarting tear plainly proved that over-joy and 
grief give the fame livery ? 

You met with an old acquaintance of mine, Mr. 

G . I am glad to hear he is wellj but 

when I knew him he was young, and not fo wife 
as knowing : I hope he will take example by what 
he fees in you — and you, young man, remember, 
if ever you Ihould unhappily fall into bad com- 
pany, that example is only the fool's plea, and 
the rogue's e'xcufc, for doing wrong things: — 
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you have a turn for refleftion, and a fteadinefs, 
which, aided by the beft of focial difpofitions, 
muft make your company much coveted, and 
your pcrfon loved. — ^Forgive me for prcfuming 
to diftate, when I well know you have many 
friends much more able from knowledge and 
better fenfe — though I deny — a better will. 

You will of courfc make Men and Things your 
ftudy — ^their different genius, aims, and paC* 
fions: — ^you will alfo note climes, buildings, 
foils, and produfts, which will be neither tedious 
nor unpleafant. — ^If you adopt the rule of writing 
every evening your remarks on the paft day, it 
will be a kind of friendly tete-i-tite between you 
and yourfelf, wherein you may fometimes hap- 
pily become your own Monitor ; — and hereafter 
thofe little notes will afford you a rich fund, 
whenever you (hall be inclined to re-trace paft 

times and places. 1 fay nothing upon the fcore 

of Religion — for, I am clear, every good af- 
fcftion, every fweet fenfibility, every hcart-fclt 
joy— humanity, politencfs, charity — all, all, are 
ftreams from that facred fpring j — fo that to fay 
you are good-tempered, honefl, focial, &c. &c. 
is only in faft faying you live according to your 
Divine Master's rules, and are a chriflian. 

Your B friends are all well, excepting 

the good Mrs. C -, who is at this time but 

fb, fo. Mifs C flill as agreeable as when 

B 2 
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you knew her^ if not more fo. Mr. KvJh, at 
ufualj never fo happy, never fo gay, nor {o much 
in true pleafurc, as when he is doing good — ^hc 
enjoys the hope of your well-doing as much as any 
of your family. His brother John has been 
lucky — ^his abilities, addrefs, good nature, and 
good fenfe, have got him a lurgeoncy in the 
battalion of guards, which is reckoned a very 
good thing. 

As to news, what we have is fo incumbered 
with falfehoods, I think it, as Bobadil fays, ^^ a 
fervice of danger*' to med41e with: this I know 
for truth, that the late great Dagpn of the people 
has totally loft all his worlhippcrs, and walks the 
ftreets as unregarded as Ignatius Sancho, and 
I believe almoft as poor — fuch is the ftabiliiy of 
popular greatnefs : 

" One felf-approving hour whole years outweighf 
** Of idle flarers^ or of loud huzzas," &c. 

Your brother and fiftcr C — d ibmetimes look 
in upon us : her boys arc fine, well, and thriv- 
ing J and my honeft coufin Joe increales in fenfe 
and ftature ; he promifes to be as good,, as 
clever. He brought me your firft letter, which, 
though firft wrote, had the fate to come laft: 
the little man came from Red lion Court 
to Charles Street by himfelf^ and feemed the 
taller for what he had done ; he is indeed a fweet 
boy, but I fear every body will be telling him 
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fo. I know the folly of fo doings and yet am as 
guilty as any one* 

There is fent out in the Befborough, along 
with frefh governors, and other ftrange commo- 
dities, a little Blacky, whom you muft either have 

fcen or heard of j his name is S . He goes 

out upon a rational well-digefted plan, to fettle 
cither at Madras or Bengal, to teach fencmg 
and riding — he is expert at both. If he fliould 
chance to fall in your way, do not fail to give 
the rattlepate what wholefome advice you can ; 
but remember, I do ftriftly caution ypu againft 
lending him money upon any account, for he has 
every thing but — ^principle ^ he will never pay 
you; lam forry to fay fo much of one whom I have 
have had a friendlhip for, but it is needful j fcrve 
him if you can — but do not truft him. — ^Thcrc 
is m the fame fhip, belonging to the Captain's band 
of mufic, one Charles Lincoln, whom I think you 
have feen in Privy Gardens : he is honeft, trufty, 
good-natured, and civil j if you fee him, take 
notice of him, and I will regard it as a kindnefs 
to me. — ^I have nothing m6re to fay. Continue 
in right thinkmg, you will of courfe aft well; in 
well-doing, you will infure the favor of God, 
and the love of your friends, amongft whom pray 
reckon 

Yours faithfully, 

IGNATIUS SANPHO. 
B 3 
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LETTER IL 
TOMR.M .- 



Auguft li I76l,'^ 

Lord ! what is man ? — ^and what bufincfs have 
fuch lazy, loufy, paltry beings of a day to form 
fricndfhips, or to make connexions ? Man is 
an abfurd animal — yea, I will ever maintain it 
— in his vices, dreadful — in his few virtues, filly 
— religious without devotion — ^philofophy without 
wifdom — the divine paffion (as it is called) love 
too oft without a&aion — and anger without 
caufe — ^friendfliip without reafon — hate without 
refleftion — knowledge (like Afliley*s* punch in 
fmall quantities) without judgment — and wit 
without difcrction. — ^Look into old age, you will 
fee avarice joined to poverty — lechery, gouty 
impotency, like three monkeys, or London 
bucks, in a one-horfe whifky, driving to the 
Devil. — Deep politicians with palfied heads and 
relaxed nerves — zealous in the great caufe of 
national welfare and public virtue — but touch 
not — oh! touch not the pocket — Friendlhip — 
religion — love of country — excellent topics for de- 
clamation I — but moft ridiculous chimera to fuf- 
fcr either in money or eafe — for, truft me, my 
5 
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M -i I am refdlved upon a reform. — TrutH, 

fair Truthj I give thee to the wind ! — ^AfFeftion, 
get thee hence ! Friendfhipi be it the idol df 
fuch filly chapsi with aching heads, ftrong pal^ 
fions, warm hearts, and happy talents, as of old 
ufed.to vifit Charles Street, and noW abide ih 
fair G — h Houfe. 

I give it under my hand and mirk, that th6 
bcft recipe for your aching head (if not the onljr 
thing which will relieve you) is cutting off your 
hair— I know it is not the fvn j but when eafe and 
health Hand on the right — ^ ornament and fafhioii 
on the left— it is by no means the Afs between 
two loads of hay — why not alk counfel about it ? 
Even the young part of the fiiculty Were formerly 
obliged . to fubmit to amputationi in order to 
look wifc.-^— What they facrificed to appearances, 
do thou to neceflity; — Abfalom had faved his life> 
but for his hair. You will reply; ^^ Ca^far would 
have been dl*owned, but his length of hair af- 
forded hold to the friendly hand chat drew him to 
fliore/' Art, at this happy time, imitates nature 
fo well in both fexes; that in truth our own 
growth is but of little confequence. ThereforCj 
my dear M^ — , part with you hair and head- 
achs together ^ — and let us fee you fpruce> well 
fliorn, cafy> gay, dcbonnair — as of old. 

I have made inquiry after L ^'s letter. My 

friend R went to demand the rcafon for 

B 4 
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^mittiog to publifh it, and to rcchum the copy.^ 
The publifhcr fmilcd at him, and bid him examine 
the M. C. of J. 13, where ^ he would find L. 
and the fame paper of the 20th inftant, where 

be would alfo find Pt B— — 's very angry 

anfwer. — Indeed the poor fellow foams again, 
imd appears as indecently dull as malice could 
wifh him. I went to the coffec-houft to examine 
the file, and was greatly plcafed upon the fecond 
reading of your work, in which is blended the 
Gentleman and the Scholar. Now, obfervc, if 
you dare to fay I flatter, or mean to flatter, you 
cither impeach my judgment or honefty-r- at your 
peril then be it — For your letter of yefterday, 
I could find in my conscience not to thank you 
for it— it gave a melancholy tint to every thing 
about me. Pope had the head-ach vilely— 
Spenfer, I have heard, fuffercd much from it — 
in fliort, it is the ail of true geniuses.-r-Thcy ap- 
plied a thick wreath of laurel round their brows 
■rrdo you the fame — and, putting the bcfl: foo% 
foremoft— duly confidering the manfion — what 
it has fuffercd through chance, time, and hard 
xvfe — be thankfully refigned, humble, and fay, 
*? It is wcllit is no worfe !" 

I do not wifli you to be any other than nice 
in what new acquaintance you make— As to friend- 
ship!— it is a miflake — real friendfliips are not 
li^ily.made — fricpdfhip is a plant of flow growth,; 
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fuid, like our Englilh oak, fprcads, is mopg 
jnajeflically beautiful, and ipcreafes in flude^ 
ftrcngth, and riches, as it increafes in yeara. I 
pity your poor head, for this confounded fcrawl 
of mine is enough to give the hcad-ach to the 
ftrohgeft brain in the kingdom — fo remember 
I quit the pen unwillingly, having not laid h*lf 
what I meant; but impelled by confciencc, and 
a due confideration of your cafe, I concludci 
juft wilhing you as well as I do my cjear fclf# 

Yours, 

I. SANCHOt 

yoyr cure in four words, lis, 

CUT— OFF— VOUR— HAIR I 



LETTER III. 

TO MR. M . 

Sept. 17, 1768. 

I AM uneafy about your health — ^I do not like 
your filence — ^let fomc good body or other give 
me a line, juft to fay how you are — I will, if I 
can, fee you on Sunday j— it is a folly to like 
people and call them friends, except they ar^ 
bleft with health and riches.*— A very miferalDk 
undone poor wretth, who has no portion in 
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fhiis Worid*s goods biit hoiiefly and good-natur 
has a child to maihtauii and is very nearly in 
ftatc of nature in the article of coveringi has ap 
plied to me; — I do know fomethipg of her — N 
greater crime than poverty and nakednefs. — No^ 

my dear M ^ I know you have a perfuafiv 

eloquence among the women — try your oratories 
J)owers; — ^You have miny womcn^and I am fur 
there muft be a great deal of charity amongft then 
— Mind, we alk no moncy-^— only rags-^mere li 
teral rags— patience is a ragged virtue — therefore 

ftripthc girls, dear M i ftrip thein of what 

they can fpare — a few fuperfluous worn-out gar- 
tnents— but leave them pity — benevolence— the 
tharities — goodnefs of heart — ^love— and the bleff- 
ings of yours truly with afFeftion, or fomething 
Very like it^ 

i. SANCHO; 



LETTER IV- 

TO MR.M— ^. 



S6pt. 20,1763: 

Oh \ Ttiy M , i^hat a feaft ! to a mind fa- 

fhioned as thine is to gentle deeds l-^-could'ft thou 
have beheld the woe- worn objcft of thy charita- 

5 
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Ue care receive the noble donation of thy bkft 
boufe ! — the lip quivering, and the tongue refu- 
fing its office, thro' joyful furprize — the heart 
gratefully throbbing — overfwelled with thankfiil 
fenfations — ^I could behold a field of battle, and 
furvey the devaftations of the Devil, without a tear 
— but a heart overcharged with gratitude, of 
a deed begotten by facred pity — as thine of this 
day — ^would melt me, altho* " unufed to the melt- 
ing mood/' As to thy noble, truly noble, Miis 

, I fay nothing — ihe ferves a matter — ^who 

can and will reward her as amply — ^as her worth 
exceeds the common nonfenfical dolls of the age; 
— but for thy compeers, may they never taftc 
any thing lefs in this world — than the fatisfaftion 
reililting from heaven-born Charity ! and in the 
next may they and you receive that bleft greeting , 
— '* Well done, thou good and faithful," &c. &c. 
Tell your girls that I will kifs them twice in the 
fame place — troth, a poor reward; — but more 
than that — I will refpeft them in my heart, amidft 
the cafual foibles of worldly prejudice and common 
ufagc. — ^I fhall look to their charitable hearts, and 
that (hall fpreadacrown of glory over every tranfient 
defeft. — ^The poor woman brings this in her hand; 

— ^flie means to thank you — your noble L , 

your good girls — ^her bencfaftors her favi- 

Ours. I too would thank — but that I know the 
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c^portunhy I have afibrded you of doing wha 
you bcft love, makes you the obliged party— 
the obliger^ 

Your faithful friend^ 



I. SANCHO. 



IZTTER V. 
TO MR. K . 

Richmondy Od. to, 17694 

WHAT,myhoneft friend K , I am heartily glad 

tp fee you, quoth I— long looked for, cpme at laft. 
— ^Wcll, we will have done with that; — you have 
made ample amends for your filcnce — have ap* 
proved yourfelf, what I ever efteemed you — ^an 
honeft hearty good lad. — As to your apobgizing 
about your abilities for writing — 'tis all a hum 
— ^you write fcnfej— and verily, my good friend, 
he that wifhes to do better muft be a coxcomb, — 
You fay you was thrown from your horfc but 
once — in my confcience I think once fiill oft 
enough — ^I am glad, however, you efcapcd fo 
welL^— The defcriprion of your journey I return 
you thanks for — it pleafed me much— -and proved 
that you looked rather farther than your horfc's 
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fccad— A young man fhould turn travel— home 
— leifure-— or employment— all to the one grand 
end of improving himfelf :— from your account 
of Dalkeith) I now view it ** ir> my mind's eye,'* 
(as Hamlet fays) and think it a delightful fpot. — 
I was wrong, 1 find, in my notions of the Edin- 
burghcrs— for I judged them die grand patterns 
for— *ckanlinefs— politenefs — andgenerofity. Your 
birdwl^ entertainments made a blaze in our 
papers, which faid, amongft other things, that 
the fmncheons of rum ftood as thick in your park 
as the treesr-Oh! howl licked my lips, and 
wifhed the diftance (400 miles) Icfs between us 
—You do not fay a word about coming back 
again.— Poor Pat has paid his laft debt — ^peace 
and bli&to his fpirit ! reft to his bones !— His wife 
and daughter (both with child) and his youngeft 
child ^U came down 5 — what a fcenehadi to be 
fpt&3,tor of}— Truft me, James, Icry'd like a 
whipt fchool-boy — But then my noble mafter— 
Great God ! reward him ! — ^Tefl me not of ninety 
covei»»^lendour— and feafting — to wipe away 
die tears of diftrefs, to make the heart of the 
widow ta 0ng for joy.— May fuch aftions ever 
(as they have long been) be the charafteriftic of 
the good Duke of Montagu ! Dr. James, thy 
favourite, twice came here j— at his firft vifit he 
gave no hope— the next day he came, and poor 
6 
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Pat had rcfigncd up his.fpirit two hours before he 
got here. — His Grace paid him the tribute, the 
rich tribute, of many tears — and ordered me to 
get a lodging for his widow and children, — Jn 
the evening he ordered me to go to them 

from him-^and acquaint Mrs. W how very 

fenfible he was of her great lofs, as well as 

his own — that he would ever be a friend to her 

— ^d as to the boy-*— though he was perfeftly 

well fatisfied with his conduft in his place— yet, 

if he would like any trade better than continuing 

his fervant — ^he would put him out, and fupport 

him through his apprendcefhip j — and he would 

give him a year to confider it.— Pat has chofe to 

(lay, and his Grace promifes whoever ufes him ill 

fhall be no fervant here. — ^On the night of his 

interment, after all was over, the Duke wrote to 

the widow himfelf, and enclofed a twenty-pound 

bill— and repeated his promifes.*— Your own 

heart, my dear James, will make the beft com- 

ment-^which is grandeft-— one fuch aftion— or 

ten birth-days — though in truth the latter has 

its merit j-— it creates bufinefs, and helps the poor. 

—I fuppofe you will expeft me to fay fomething 

of our family. Her Grace, I am truly forry tofay 

it, has been but poorly for fome time — and indeed 

is but indifferent now — God of his mercy grant 

her better health ! and every good that can con- 
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tribute to her happinefs. — The good Marquis is 
with us, and has been ever fince you left us. — Arc 
not you tired ? This is a deuced long letter.— 
Well, one word more^ and then farewell. Mrs. 

M is grown generous — has left oflF fwearii^ 

and modelling. S is turned Jew, and is to 

be circumcifed next paflbver. W -is turned 

fine gentleman — and left off work — and I your 
humble friend, I am for my fins turned Methodift- 
—Thank God ! we are all pretty hobbling as to 
health. — Dame Sancho will be much obliged to 
you for your kind mention of her — (he and the 
brats are very well, thank Heaven ! Abrahaka 
gives up t;he fl:ockings — and monkey Tom his 
box — ^They both, with all the refl:, join in love 
and beft wifhes to your worfliip. — I, for my own 
fliare, own myfelf obliged to you, and think 
myfelf honoured in your acknowledging yourfclf 
my pupil.— Were I an ambitious man, I fliould 
never forgive you, — for in truth you by far excel 
your mafl:er. — Go on, and profper, " Render 
Unto Caefar the things which are C^far's" — 
laugh at all the tall boys in the , kingdom.*— 
I reft, dear Jemmy, thy true friend and obliged 
fellow fcrvant, 

I. SANCHO« 
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LETTHa vr. 

TO MRS. F— • 

JKichmondy 0£b ao^ i7(f« 

I siKT you a note m Mrs. Sancho's name this day 
fertnight — importing that fhe would hope for the 
pleafure of feeing you at Richmond before the 
fine weather takes its leave of us. — ^Neither hear- 
ing from nor feeing you — ^though expe6ting you 
every day — we fear that you are not well— or that 

Mr. F is unhappily ill. — ^In either cafe wc 

fliall be very forry — ^but I will hope you are all 
well — and that you will return an anfwer by the 
bearer of this that you are fo— and alfo when wc 
may expedt to have the pleafure of feeing you j— 
dierc is half a bed at your fervice.— My dear 
Mrs. Sancho^ thank God I is greatly mended* 
Come, do come, and fee what a different face fhe 
wears now—to what Ihe did when you kindly 
proved yourfelf her tender, her aflifting tender 
friend. — ^Come and fcamper in the meadows 
with three ragged wild girls.— Come and pour 
the balm of friendly converfe into the ear of my 
fometimes low-fpirited love I Come, do come, 
and come foon, if you mean to fee autumn in its 
laft livery.— Tell your coachman to drive wndcr 
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the hill to Mr. B-— 's on the common, where 
you will be gladly received by the beft half of 
your much and greatly obliged friend, 

IGN. SA^CHO* 



LETTER VII. 



TO EDWARD YOUNG, EBQ^ 

On the Death of Lord Monthermer, Son to the Duke of 
Montagu. 

Richmond, April 21, 1770. 
HONORED SIR, 

I BLISS God, their Graces continue in good health, 
though as yet they, have not feen any body — ^I have 
duly acquainted his Grace with the anxious and 
kind enquiries of yourfelf and other of his noble 
friends. — Time will, I hope, bring them comforts. 
Their lofs is great indeed -, and not to them only. 
The public have a lofs — Goodnefs — ^Wifdom— 
Knowledge — and Greatnefs — ^were united in him. 
Heaven has gained an Angel ; but earth has loft 
a treafure. Hopmg you are as well as you wifh 
your friends, I am, honored Sir, 

Your moft obedient and grateful 

humble fervant to command, 

I. SANCHO. 
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LETTER VIII. 
TO MR. M . 



March 21, 1770. 



<< He« who cannot flem his anger*s tide, 
** Doth a wild horfe without a bridle ride/' 

It U, my dear M-^— , the fame with the reft of 
our paffions ; — ^we have Reafon given us for our 
rudder— Religion is our fheet-anchor— our fixed 
ftar Hope — Confcicnce our faithful monitor — and 
Happinefs the grand reward j — ^we all in this man* 
ner can preach up trite maxims : — aik any jackafs 
the way to happinefs — and like me they will give 
vent to picked-up common-place fayings — but 
mark how they aft — ^why juft as you and I do- 
content with acknowledging a flight acquaintance 
with Wifdom, but afliamed of appearing to aft 
under her facrcd guidance. — ^You do me much 
more honor than I dcferve, in wifliing to corrc- 
fpond with me — the balance is entirely in your 
favor — but I fancy you were under the malady of 
your country, hypp'd for want of frelh air and 
exercife — fo fitting in a penfive attitude, with 
lack-luftre eye, and vacant countenance — the 
thought obtruded on your fancy to give Sancho a 
letter — an4 after a hard conflift 'twixt lazincfs and 
8 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



19 

inclination— the deed was done. — ^I verily believe 
you commit errors — only for the fake of hand- 
fomely apologizing for them, as tumblers oft make 
flips to furprife beholders with their agility in re- 
covering themfelves. — ^I faw Mr. B — — laft night 
— ^who by the way I like much—^the Man I mean 
— and not the Genius (tho' of die firft rate) — he 
chatted and laughed like a foul ignorant of evil. 

He alked about a motley creature at . I 

told him with more truth than wit — that you was 
hypp'd. — I enclofe you a proof print: — and how 

does Mad. M ," &c. &c. ? Is Mifs S— — 

better ? — Is Mrs. H , Mrs. T , Mrs. 

H . Lord preferve me ! what in the name of 

mifchief have I to do with all this combuftible 
matter ? Is it not enough for me that I am faft 
Aiding down the vale of years ? Have not I a 
gout ? fix brats, and a wife ? — Oh ! Rcafon, where 
art thou ? You fee by this how much cafier it is to 
preach than to do — ^But flop — ^we know good from 
evil j and, in ferious truth, we have powers fuffi- 
cient to withftand vice, if we will choofe to exert 
ourfelves. In the field, if we know the ftrength 
and fituation of the enemy, we place out-pofts and 
fentinels — and take every prudent method to avoid 
fiirprife. In common life we muft do the fame j — 
and truft me, my honeft friend, a viftory gained 
over pafl[ion, immorality, and pride, deferves Te 
Deums, better than thofe gained in the fields of 

c 2 
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ambition and bloocL — ^Here's letter for letter^ and 
fo farewell. 

Yours — as you behave, 

I. $ANCR0« 



LETTER IX. 
TO MR. K . 



Dalkeith, July IC, 1770. 

Sunday^ 

Alive ! alive ho ! — my dear boy, I am glad to 
fee you. — ^Wcll, and how goes it ? — Badly, fayeft 
thou — no converfation, no joy, no felicity ! — Cruel 
abfcnce, thou lover's hell ! what pangs, what foul-^ 
felt pangs, doft thou inflift ! — Cheer up, my child 
of difcretion — and comfort yourfelf that every day - 
will bring the endearing moment of meeting, fo 
much nearer — chew the cud upon rapture in rever- 
fion — and indulge your fancy with the fweet food 
of intelleftual endearments; — paint in your ima- 
gination the thoufand graces of your H , and 

believe this abfence a lucky trial of her con- 
ftancy. — I don't wonder the cricket match yielded 
no amufement — all fport is dull, books unenter- 
taining — ^Wildom's felf but folly — ^to a mind under 

5 
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Cupidical influence. — I think I behold you widi 
fupple-jack in hand— your two faithful happy 
companions by your fide — complimenting like 
courtiers every puppy they meet — yourfelf with 
eyes fixed in lover-like rumination— and arms 
folded in forrow's knot — pace flowly thro' the 
meadows. — I have done — for too much truth fel- 
dom pleafcs folks in love. — ^We came home from' 
our Highland excurfion laft Monday night, fafe 
and well — after efcaping manifold dangers.— 

Mefdames H , D , and felf, went in the 

poft-coach, and were honor'd with the freedom of 
Dumbarton. By an overfet the ladies (hewed 

their — delicacy — and I my aftivity * — Mr. B 

his humanity; — all was foon to rights — ^nothing 
broke — and no one hurt — and laughter had its 
fill. — Inverary is a charming place — the beauties 
various — and the whole plan majeftic ; — there arc 
fome worthy fouls on the fpot, which I admire 
more than the buildings and profpefts. — ^We had 
herrings in perfcftion — and would have had mac- 
karel ^ but the fcoundrels were too ftiarp for us — 
and would not be caught. The Loch-Loman — 
Ben-loman — Domiquith — and Arfenhoe — with 
Hamilton and Douglas houfes — are by much too 
long for dcfcription by letter. — ^We paraded to 

* Mr. Sancho was remarkably ynwieldy and ina6tivey and 
never gave a greater proof of it than at this overfet, when he 
and a goofe-pje w«re equally incapable of raifing thcmfelvts. 

C3 
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Edinburgh laft Friday in a poft-coach and four ;— 

H D ^ Mrs. M , houfc-kccpcr, and 

felf, were the party i — ^wc faw the ufual feeings, 
and dined at Lord Chief Baron's, but— dare I tell 
you ? — H 's figure attrafted univerfal admira- 
tion. — True !— Alas, poor K !— but, man, 

never fret — my honefty to a rotten egg — we bring 
her home found. — We read a (hocking account 
in the papers of a ftorm of rain at Richmond Gar- 
dens, and diftrefs, &c. &c. — ^Is it true ? If fo, why 
did not you mention it ? H — • — fends her fervice 

to you, M his bell refpefts — ^and all their 

bed wifhes to you and birds. — ^Your confounded 
cpiftlc coft me feven pence ; — deuce take you, 
why did not you enclofc it ? — So you do not like 
Eloifa — you are a noddy for that— read it till you 
do like it.— I am glad you have feen Cymons— 
that you like it — does but little credit to your 
tafte — for every body likes it. — -I can afford you 
no more time— for I have three letters to write 
bcfides this fcrawl. — I hear nothing of moving as 
yet — pray God fpeed us fouthward ! though we have 
fine weather— 'fine beef— fine ale — and fine ladies. 

Lady Mary grows a little angel \ — the Duchefs 
gets pretty round— they all eat— drink — and feem 
pure merry — and we are ali out of mourning thi$ 
'day — farewell. 

Yours, &c. &c. 

I. 8ANCH0, 
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LETTER X. 

TO MISS L . 

August 51, 1770. 

JLlo not you condemn mc for the very thing that 
you arc guilty of yourfelf; — but before I recrimi- 
nate — let me be grateful^ and acknowledge that 
heart-felt fatisfaftion which I ever feel from the 
praife of the good. — Sterne fays. Every worthy 
mind loves praife — and declares that he loves it 
too — but then it muft be fmccre. — Now I proteft 
that you have fomething very like flattery j — ^na 
matter— I honcftly own it pleafcs me — ^Vanity is a 
fhoot from fclf-love— -and felf-love. Pope declares 
to be the fpring of motion in the human breaft. — r 
Friendftiip founded upon right judgement takes 
the good and bad with the indulgence of blind 
love J— nor is it wrong — for, as wcaknefs and er- 
ror is the lot of humanity, real friendftiip muft 
oft kindly overlook the undefigning frailties of un- 
difguifcd nature. — My dear Madam, I beg ten 
thoufand pardons for the dull fermon I have been 
preaching :— you may well yawn. So the noble ! 
the humane ! the patron ! the friend ! the good 
Duke leaves Tunbridge on Monday — true nobi- 
lity will leave the place with him — and kindnefi 
and humanity will accompany Mifs L - ■■ • whcn- 

04 
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ever fhe thinks fit to leave it.— Mrs. Sancho 

pretty well, pretty round, and pretty tame ! — fl 

bids me fay. Thank yo\i, in the kindeft mannei 

poflibly can — and obferve, I fay. Thank yc 

-kindly.— I will not pretend to enumerate tl 

many things you deferve our thanks for :— yc 

are upon the whole an eftimable young woman- 

your heart is the beft part of you — may it me 

with its likenefs in the 'mart of your choice ! — ar 

I will pronounce you a happy couple. — I hope i 

hear m your next— (that is, if—) that you aj 

about thinking of coming to town— ^no news ftii 

ring biit politics— which I deem very unfit f< 

ladies. — ^I fhall conclude with John Moody 

prayer — ^^ The goodnefs of goodnefs blefs an 

preferve you !" — I am dear Mifs L *s mo 

fincere fervant and friend, 

IGN. SANCHO, 



LETTER XI. 

TO MR. S N. 



Dalkeith, Sept. 15, 1770. 

It was kindly done of my worthy old friend t 
give me the fatisfaftion of hearing he was well an 
happy. — Believe mc I very often think of and wit 
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to be with you ;— without tnzlict, I crivy you th<j 
conftant felicity of being with worthy good chil- 
dren — whofe regards and filial tendemefs to your- 
Iclf— and chriftian behaviour to each other — refle6t 
honor to themfelves and credit to you — But the ^ 
thing I have much at heart you are provokingly 
filpnt about— is my fweet Polly married yet? has 
Ihc made Mr. H happy ? May they both en- 
joy every comfort God Almighty blefles his chil-' 
(iren with ! And how comes it my dear Tommy 
does not give me a line ? I hope he is well — hearty 
—and happy, and honeft downright Sally alfo ; — 
tell Tommy he has difappointed me in not writing 
to me. — ^I hope Mrs, Sancho will be as good as 
her word, and foon pay you a vifit. — I will truft 
her with you, though fhe is the treafure of my 
foul. — ^We have been a week in the Highlands, 
^nd a fine country it is. — I hear nothing of coming 
home as yet — but I fancy it will not be long now. 
—Mrs. H fends her love to you and yours — 
and I my double love to felf and the four young 
ones — with my beft wilhes and refpecfts to Mrs^ 
B — ; — Yy tell her I am half a Methodift 5— here is a 
young man preaches here, one of thofe five who 

were expelled from Oxford — his name is M n, 

he has a 'good ftrong voice— much paflion —and 
preaches three times a day — an hour and a half 
each time ; — he is well-built — tall — gented— *a 
good eye— -about twenty-five— ^a white hand, and 
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t blazing ring — he has many converts amongft the 

ladies ; — ^I cannot prevail on Mrs, H to ga 

and hear him — ^I have been four or five times, and 
heard him this day — his text was the epiftle in the 
communion fervice,— I am, dear friend, yours fin- 
cerely, and all your valuable family's fincere well- 
wifher — and, were it in my power, I would add 
friend^ 

IGNATIUS SANCHO. 

Their Graces are all well — and lady Mary 
grows every day — ftie is a fwcet child. — ^Remem- 
ber me to Mrs. , and tell her Mrs. M is 

quite the woman of fafiiion : — (he is pretty well 
in every thing except her eyes, which are a little 
inflamed with cold — and Ihe docs not forget they 
are fo. Once more my cordial love to the girls, 
and to the worthies Tommy, Mr. H- 
and felf. Adieu. 



LETTER Xir. 
TO MRS. H 



Richmond, Dec. «?, 1771. 

x otr cannot conceive the odd agreeable mixture 
of plcafurc and pain I felt on the receipt of your 
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favor ; — believe me, good friend, I honor and rc- 
fpeft your noblenefs of principle — but at the fame 
time greatly difapprove of your aftions. — My dear 
Madam, bribery and corruption are the reigning 
topics of declamation ; — and here, becaufe I hap- 
pen to be a well-wifher, you are loading us wit;h 

prcfents.— One word for all, my good Mrs. H 

muft not be offended when I tell her it hurts my 
pride — for pride I have too much, God knows — I 
accept your prcfent this time — and do you accept 
dame Sancho's and my thanks — and never aim at 
fending aught again. — ^Your daughter Kate brought 
me your letter— Ihe feemed a litdc furprifcd at my 
being favor'd with your correfjpondence — and I am 
fure wiihed to fee the contents. — ^As I from my 
foul honor filial feelings — it hurt me not to gratify 
her honeft curiofity — but I do not chufe to let her 
know any thing of the matter — to fave her the 
anxiety of hope and fear. She is very well, and 
rules over us not with an iron fceptre — but a 
golden one— We tell her we love her too well — in 
truth I can never return her a tithe of the kindnefles 
ihe has Ihewn my family — But what's all this to 
you? — ^I Ihall tire you with a jargon of nonfenfe, 
therefore I fhall only wifh you all many happy re- 
turns of this feafon — good ftomachs — good cheer 
»^and good fires. — My kind remembrance to 
Madam Tilda — tell her, if fhe's a good girl, I 
win try to recommend her to Mr, G the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



28 

painter, for a wife j — he is really, I believe, a firft* 
rate genius — ^^and, what's better, he is a good young 
man — and I flatter myfclf will do honor to his 
fcience and credit to his friends.— Kitty looks like 
the Goddefs of Health — I am fure every drop of 
blood in her honeft heart beats for the welfare and 
happinefs of her parents.— Believe me ever, your 
obliged fcrvant and friend, 

I. SANCHO. 



LETTER XIII. 
TO MR. B 



London, July 18, 1772.? 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

JNoTHiNG could poffibly be more welcome than 
the favor of your truly obliging letter, which I 
received the day before yefterday. — ^Know, my 
worthy young man — that it's the pride of my heart 
when I refleft that, thro' the favor of Providence, 
I was the humble means of good to fo worthy an 
objeft. — May you live to be a credit to your great 
and good friends, and a blefllng and comfort to 
your honeft parents ! — May you, my child, pur- 
fue, through God's mercy, the right paths of 
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with an early piety, gratitude, and praife to the 
Almighty Giver of all your good — gratitude — and 
love for the noble and generous benefaftors his 
providence has fo kindly moved in your behalf! — ^ 
Ever let your aftions be fuch as your own heart 
can approve— always think before you fpeak, and 
paufc before you aft — always fuppofe yourfelf be- 
fore the eyes of Sir William — and Mr. Garrick. — ► 
To think juftly — is the way to do rightly — and by 
that means you will ever be at peace within. — ^I 

am happy to hear Sir W cares fo much about 

your welfare — his charafter is great — becaufe it is 
good. — ^As to your noble friend Mr. Garrick — his 
virtues are above all praife — ^he has not only the 
beft head in the world, but the beft heart alfo ; — « 
he delights in doing good. — Your father and 
mother called on me laft week, to fhew me a let- 
ter which Mr. Garrick has wrote to you — ^keep it, 
my dear boy, as a treafure beyond all price — it 
would do honor to the pen of a divine — it breathes 
the fpirit of father — friend— *and chriftian !— indeed 
I know no earthly being that I can* reverence fo 
much as your exalted and noble friend and patron 
Mr. Garrick. — Your father and mother, I told you, 
I faw lately — they were both well, and their cyt% 
overflowed at the goodnefs of your noble patrons 
— and with the honeft hope you would prove your- 
felf not unworthy of their kindnefs. 
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I thank you for your kindnefs to my poor black 
brethren— I flatter myfclf you will find them not 
ungrateful — they aft commonly from their feel- 
ings :— I have obferved a dog will love thofe who 
ufe him kindly — and furely, if fo> negroes, in 
their ftate of ignorance and bondage, will not a6t 
lels generoufly, if I may judge them by myfelf — 
I fliould fuppofe kindnefs would do any thing with 
them; — my foul melts at kindnefs — but the con- 
trary — ^I own with fliamc— makes me almoft a 
favage. — If you can with conveniency — ^when you 
write again — fend me half a dozen cocoa nuts, I 
fhall efteem them for your fake — but do not think 
of it if Acre is the leaft difficulty.— In regard to 
wages I think you afted quite right — don't feck 
too haftily to be independent — it is quite time 
enough yet for one of your age to be your own 
mailer, — Read Mr. Garrick's letter night and 
morning — put it next your heart — ^imprefs it on 
your memory— and may the God of all Mercy 
give you grace to follow his friendly diftates !— I 
fhall ever truly rejoice to hear from you— and your 
well-doing will be a comfort to me ever; — it it 
not in your own power and option to command 
riches — wifdom and health are immediately the 
gift of God — ^but it is in your own breafl to be 
good — therefore, my dear child, make the only 
right elcAion — be good, and trufl the refl to God; 
and remember he is about your bed, and about 
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your path, and Ipieth out all jrour ways.— I am, 
with pride and delight. 

Your true friend, 

IGN. SANCHO. 



LETTER XIV. 
TO MR. 



Richmond, jOft. 11, 177«. 

Your letter gave me more pleafurc than in truth 
I ever expefted from your hands — but thou art a 
flatterer; — why doft thou demand advice of me ? 
Young man, thou canft not difcern wood from 
trees i— with awe and reverence look up to thy 
more than parents — look up to thy almoft divine 
benefaftors — fearch into the motive of every glo- 
rious action — retrace thine own hiftory — and when 
you are convinced that they (like the All-gracious 
Power they ferve) go about in mercy doing good 
—retire abafhcd at the number of their virtues—* 
and humbly beg the Almighty to infpire and give 
you ftrength to imitate them.— Happy, happy 
lad! what a fortune is thine ! — Look round upon 
the miferable fate of almoft all of our unfortunate 
colour— fuperadded to ignorance,— fee flavery, and 
the contempt of thofc very wretches who roll in 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



32 

Wfiuencc from our labours. Superadded to this:wc 
ful catalogue — ^hear the ill-bred and heart-rackii 

abufe of the foolilh vulgar. — You, S c, trc 

as cautioufly as the ftriftcft rcftitude can guide 
*— yet muft you fuffer from^ this — but armed wi 
truth — honefly — and confcious integrity — you w 
be fure of the plaudit and countenance of tl 
good. — ^If, therefore, thy repentance is fincere- 
I congratulate thee as fmcerely upon it — it is tl 
birth-day to real happinefs.— Providence has be< 
very lavifh of her bounty to you— and you a; 
deeply in arrears to her — your parts are as quic 
as moft men's i urge but your fpeed in the rac 
of virtue with the fame ardency of zeal as yc 
have exhibited in error — and you will recover, t 
the fatisfaftion of your neble patrons — ^and to th 
glory of yourfelf — Some philofopher — I fbrg( 
Who— wifhed for a window in his breaft— that th 
World might fee his hearty — ^he could only be 
great fool, or a very good man:— I will belicv 
the latter, and recommend him to your imitatior 
•^Vice is a coward; — to be truly brave, a ma 
muft be truly goodj — you hate the name c 

cowardice — then, S e, avoid it — deteft a ly 

• — and fhun lyars — be above revenge; — if anyhav 
taken advantage either of your guilt or diftrefs 
punifti them with forgivenefs — and not only fo— 
but, if you can ferve them any future time, do i 
— ^You have experienced mercy and long-fufFcr 
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ancc in your own perfon — therefore gratefully re- 
member it, and fhew mercy likewife. 

I am pleafed with the fubjedt of your laft — and 
if your converfion is real, I fliall ever be happy in 
your correfpondence— But at the fame time I can- 
not afford to pay five pence for the honour of your 
letters; — five pence is the twelfth part of five 
fliillings — the forty-eighth part of a poimd — it 
would keep my girls in potatoes two days. — The 
time may come, when it may be neceflary for you 
to ftudy calculations; — in the mean while, if you 
cannot get a frank, direft to me under cover to 

his Grace the Duke of . Yjou have the 

beft wilhes of your fincere friend (as long as you 
arc your own friend) 

IGNATIUS SANCHO. 

You muft excufe blots and blunders — for I am 
under the dominion of a cruel head-ach — and a 
cough, which feems too fond of me. 



LETTER XIV. 
TO MR. M . 



Nov. 8, 1772. 

Uravo! my ingenious friend! — To fay you ex- 
ceed- my hopes, would be to lye. — At my firft 
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knowledge of you — I was convinced that Provi- 
dence had been partial in the talents entruftcd tx> 
you — therefore I cxpefted exertion on your fide 
— and I am not difappointed. Go on, my honeft 
heart, go on! — hold up the mirror to an effeminate 

gallimawfry- infipid, weak, ignorant, and dif- 

fipated fet of wretches — and fcourge them intJo 
fhame — ^The pen— the pencil— the pulpit— oh ! 
may they all unite their endeavours — and refcuc 
this once manly and martial people from iie filkcai 
flavcry of foreign luxury and debauchery— Thou, 

my worthy M y tontinue thy improvements ^ 

and may the Almighty blefs thee with the humble 
mien of plenty and content ! — ^Riches enfnarc — the. 
mediocrity is Wifdom's friend — and that be thine I 

— ^When you fee S , note his behaviour — he 

writes me word that he intends a thorough and 
fpeedy reformation. — ^I rather doubt him, but 
Ihould be glad to know if you perceive any marks 
of it. — You do not tell me that you have feen 

Mr. G ; if you have not, I Ihall be angry 

with you — and attribute your negledt to pride, 
—Pray render my compliments moft refpeftful 

and fmcere to Mrs. H — , and the little 

innocent laughing rofe-bud My love to my 

fon.r—I am heartily tired of the country; — the 
truth is — Mrs. Sancho and the girls are in 
lown; — I am not alhamed to own that I love 

5 
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tny wife-^I hope to fee you marriedi and as 
foolifh; 

I am yours fincerely, &c. &c. 

ION. SANCHO^ 



LETTER XVI. 
TO MRS. H . 



Charles Street, Nov. 1, 177S. 

iiY DEAR AND RESPECTED MADAM, 

I HAVE finccre pleafure to find yoii honor me in 
your thoughts — To have your good wifhes, is not 
the leaft ftrange, for I am fure you poffefs that 
kind of foul, that chriftian philanthropy, which 
wilhcs well — and, in the fenfe of Scripture, breathes 
peace and good-will to all. — ^Part of your fcheme 
we mean to adopt — but the principal thing we aim 
at is in the tea, fnufF, and fugar, with the little 
articles of daily domefltic ufe — ^In truth, 1 like your 
fcheme, and I think the three articles you advifc 
would anfwer exceeding well — but it would require 
a capital — which we have not— fo we mean to cut 
our coat according to our fcanty quantum — and 
creep with hopes of being enabled hereafter to 
mend our pace. — ^Mrs. Sancho is in the ftraw— 

D 2 ' 
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flic has given mc a fifth wench — and your worthy 
Kate has offered her the honor of (landing for her 
fponfor, but I fear it muft be by proxy. — Pray 
make my refpcfts to Mrs. Matilda — I hope fhc 
enjoys every thing that her parents wilh her. — 
fliall dine with Mr. Jacob fome day this week— I 
faw him at Dodd's chapel yefterday — and if his 
countenance is to be believed, he was very well — 
I could not get at him to fpeak to him. — As foon 
as we can get a bit of houfe, we Ihall begin to 
look fharp for a bit of bread — I have ftrong hope 
— the more children, the more bleflings — and if 
it pleafe the Almighty to fpare .me from the gout, 
I verily think the happieft part of my life is to 
come — Soap, ftarch, and blue, with raifms,*figs> 
&c. — we Ihall cut a refpeftable figure — in our 
printed cards. — ^Pray mak-e my beft wifhes to Mr. 

H ; tell him I revere his whole family, which 

is doing honor to myfclf. — I had a letter of yours 
to anfwer, which I Ihould have done before, had my 
manners been equal to my cfteem. — Mrs. Sancho 
joins me in refpeftful love and thanks: I remain 
^ver your much obliged fervant to command, 

IGNATIUS SANCHO. 
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LETTER XVII. 

TO MRS. 11 . 

February 9, 1774. 

It is the moft puzzling affair in nature, to a 
mind that labours under obligations, to know how 
to exprcfs its feelings. — ^Your former tender folici- 
tude for my well-doing — and your generous re- 
membrance in the prefent order — appear friendly 
beyond the common aftions of thofe we in general 
ftyle good fort of people ; — but I will not teafc 
you with my nonfenfi(ial thanks — for I believe fuch 
kind of hearts as you are bleft with have fufficient 
reward in the confcioufnefs of afting humanely. — 
I opened (hop on Saturday the 29th of January— 
and have met with a fuccefs truly flattering^ — it 
Ihall be my ftudy and conftant care not to forfeit 
the good opinion of my friends. — ^I have pleafurc 

in congratulating you upon Mrs. W 's happy 

delivery and pleafing increafe of her family s'— it is 
the hope and wilh of my heart, that your com- 
forts in all' things may multiply with your years— 
that in the certain great end — you may immcrgc 
without pain — full of hope —from corruptible plea- 
fure — to immortal and incorruptible life— happi- 
nefs without end — andpaft all human comprehen- 
fion !— There may you and I — and all we love (or 
care for) meet ! — the follies, the parties, diftinftions 

D 3 
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— feuds of ambition— cnthufiafm — luft — and angc|? 
of this miferable niotlcy world-*all totally forgot 
—every idea loft and abforbed in the blifsful man- 
fions of redeeming love ! 
I have not feen Sir Jacob near a fortnight — ? 

but hope and conclude him well.— R is wcU^^ 

and grows very fat — An eafy mind — full purfe— 
and a good table — great health — and much in- 
dulgence — all thefe conduce terribly to plumpnefs. 
— ^I muft beg when you fee Mr. , if not im- 
proper or inconvenient, that you will inform hin:> 
— that where there is but little — eyery little helps ^ 
— I think he is too humane to be offended at the 
liberty — and too honefl to be difpleafed with a 

truth.— I am, with grateful thanks to Mr. H ^ 

your fincerely humble fervant and poor friend, 

I. SANCHO. 

My beft half and Sanchonetta's are all well. 



LETTER XVIII. 
TO MR. S . 



Charles Street, Nov. 26, 1774. 

I ouNG fays, " A friend is the balfam of life*' — ; 
Shakfpcare fays, — but why fhould I pefler yoq 
l^^rith quotations ? — to fhcw you tlic depth of my 
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f rudition, and ftrut like the fabled bird in his bor- 
rowed plumage — In good honeft truth, my friend 
^-I rejoice to fee thy name at the bottom of the 
inllrudivc page — and were fancy and invention as 
much my familiar friends as they are thine, I would 
write thee an anfwer — or try, at Icaft, as agreeably 
cafy — and as politely fimple. — Mark that 5 fim- 
plicity is the charafteriftic of good writing — ^which 
I have learnt, among many other good things, of 
your Honor — and for which I am proud to thank 
you. — In fhort, I would writc'like you— think like 
you (of courfe) ; and do like you^ but as that is 
knpoflible, I mull content myfelf with my old 
tricks — now what that trick is-— thou art igno- 
rant — and fo thou fhilt remain — till I congratulate 
you upon your recovery—^ prapos, you begun 
your letter ill, as we do many things in common 
life ; — ten days elapfed before you finifhed it — 
qonfequently you finilhe4 it well. — My dear friend, 
may you, thro' God's blefling, ever finilh happily 
what you undertake — however unpromifing the 
beginning may appear to be ! — ^I want you much 
in town-^^for my own fake — that's a ftroke of 
lelf-lovc. — And do you tpcan to bring any candles 
up with you ? — that's another f — I do not wonder 
at your making your way amongft the folks of 
Hull-^although there are four of the fame pro- 
feflion ; — ^we love variety.— I will give them credit 
for admiring the Artift^ — but if they— that is two 

P4 
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or three of them— -have penetration to look deeper 
—and love the Man — then I Ihall believe that there 
are fouls in Hull. — So— my cramp epiftle fell into 
the hands of thy good and rev. father — tanf pis^ 
why he muft think me blacker than I am. — Monf. 

B goes -on well : — I fuppofe you know he has 

opened an Academy in St. Alban's Street — at two 
guineas a year — naked figures three nights a week 
—Mr. Mortimer— and feveral eminent names 
Upon his lift — and room left for yours — He hops 
about with that feftivity of countenance — ^which 
denotes peace . and good- will to man. — I have 
^dded to my felicity— or Fortune more properly 
has — three worthy friends — they are admirers and 
friends of Mortimer and Sterne ; — but of this — 

y^hen we meet. — You are expefted at B 

floufe upon your return*— and I hope you will call 
on them, if confiftent with your time — and agree- 
able to you.— My friend L is in town, and 
intends trying his fortune among us— as teacher of 
murder and neck-breaking— alias — fencing and 
riding. — The Tartars, I believe, have few fine 
gentlemen among them — and they can ride-— 
though they have neither fencing nor riding maf- 
ters i — and as to genteel murder — we are mere 
pedlars and novices— for they can dilpatch a whole 
caravan — or a ^ horde — and eat and drink — wench 
gnd laugh — and, in truth, fo far they can match 
our modern fine gents, i— they have no acquaint'^ 
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ance with confciencc — But what's all this to you ? 
—nothing — it helps to fill up the Iheet — and looks 
like moralizing ; — the good-natured partiality of 
thy honeft heart will deem it — not abfohitely non- 
fenfe. — Alas ! — thus it often happens— that the 
judgement of a good head is — bumfiddled— and 
wrong biafs'd by the weaknefs of a too kind 
heart.— rUnder that fame weaknefs let me fhelter 
my failings and abfurdities — and let me boaft at 
this prefent writing— that my heart is not very de- 
praved—and has this proof of not being dead to 
virtue ; — it beats ftronger at the found of friend- 

Jhip— and will be fincerely attached to W 

S— , Efq. — ^while its pulfations continue to throb 
in the brcaft of your obliged 

IGNATIUS SANCHO. 

Do pray think about returning-^The captain— 
the girls— the houfe — the court, ftand all — juft 
where they did — ^when you left them. — ^Alas ! 
Time leaves the marks of his rough fingers upon 
all things — Time Ihrivels female faces — and fours 
fmall-beer — gives infignificance, if not impotency, 
to trunk-hofe— -and toughnefs to cow-beef — ^Alas ! 
^a$ ! alas !— 
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LETTER XIX. 

TO MRS. C . 

Charles Street, July 4, 1775, 
DEAR MADAM, 

It would be affronting your good-nature to offijr 
an excufc for the trouble I am going to give you 
•-^ny tale is ftiort. — Mrs. O is with us-^lhc 

was, this day, obfcrving poor Lydia with a good 
deal of compaflion— and faid fhe knew a child 
cured by rofes boiled in new milk; — obferved, 
that you had, at this very time, perhaps bulhels of 
rofe-leaves wafting on the ground. — Now my pe* 
tition is— that you would caufe a few of them to 
be brought you — (they will blulh to find their 
fweetnefs excelled by your kindnefs) they are good 
dried, but better frefh — fo when you come to town 

think of honeft Lydia. — Mrs. O this morning 

few your pifture in Bond Street. — She approves 
much — and I fancy means to fit— fhe thinks that 
you enriched me with the ftrongeft likenefs — but 
the whole length the beft. — ^I have the honor ta 
tranfmit the compliments of Mefdam^s A 
and Sancho — to which permit me to add mine,j 
with the moft gratefiJ fenfibility for the recent fa-» 
vor of favors. 1 am, dear madam. 

Your moft obliged 

humble fervant, 

IGN. SANCHO. 
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LETTER XX. 

TO MISS L— .— . i 

July^, 1775, 
pEAX MADAM^ 

I HAVE juft now had the plcafurc of feeing a 
gentleman who is honored in calling you fiften^ 
He fufpended the pain in my foot for full five mi- 
nutes, by the pleafing account he gave of your 
health.— I delivered my charge* fafe into his 
hands — ^he viewed it with an eye of complacency — - 
from which I conclude he is not unworthy your 
fitter's hand i— we commonly behold thofe with a 
fort of partiality — ^who bring good tidings front 
our friends— -in that view I could not forbear 
thinking hifn a very good kind of man. 1 have to 
thank you for a very obliging and friendly letter— 
which I fliould have done much fooner, could I 
have complied with your kind wifties in giving a 
better account of myfclf. My better fclf has been 
but poorly for fome time — Ihe groans with the 
rheumatifm— and I grunt with the gout — tl pretty 
(Concert ! — Life is thick-fown with troubles — and 
we have no right to exemption. — The childrenj^ 
^nk God ! are well — your name-fake gctsi 
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ftrcngth every day — and trots about amazingly.— 
I am reading Boffuet's Univerlal Hiftory, which I 
admire beyond any thing I have long met with : 
if it lies in your way, I would wifh you to read 
it — if you have not already — and if you have, it is 
worth a fecond pcrufal. Mrs, Sancho rejoices to 
hear you are well — and intrufts me to fend you her 
beft wiflies. — I hope you continue your riding — 
andfliould like to fee your etiquette of hat, feather, 
and habit. — Adieu. — May you enjoy every wifti 
of your benevolent heart — is the hope and prayer 
of your much obliged humble fervant, 

IGN. SANCHO. 

If the Univerfal Hiftory of Bofluet Bifliop of 
Meaux, and Preceptor to Louis XV. fhould be 
difficult to find at Tunbridge — when you return 
to town, and give us the pleafure of feeing you — 
he will be exceeding proud of the happinefs (and 
what Frenchman would not ? — although a bifliop) 
of riding to Bond Street in your pockets. * 



LETTER XXL 
TO MISS L . 



Charles Street, June 20, 177^^ 

1 PROTEST, my dear Madam, there is nothing Co 
dangerous to the calm philofophic temper of fifty 
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— ^as a friendly cpiftlc from a pretty young wo- 
man ; — but when worth — benevolence — and a train 
of amiabilities — eafier felt than defcribed — join in 
the attack, — the happy receiver of fuch an epiftlc 
muft feel much in the fame manner as your humble 
fervant did this day.— But I did not mean to write 
a ftarch complimentary letter — and I believe you 
will think I have flourilhed rather too much.— 
Here then — I recover my wits — and the firft ufe I 
make of them is to thank you, in Mrs. Sancho's 
name, for your friendly enquiries — and to aflure 
you, we both rejoice that you had fo pleafant a 
paflagc — and that you enjoy your health. We 
hope alfo, that your young gallant will repay your 
humane attentions — with grateful regard— and du- 
tiful attachment. — ^I beg your pardon, over and 
over, for my blundering forgetfulncfs of your 
kind order — it was occafioned by being obliged to 
iay good-bye. — Taking leave of thofe we efteem 
is, in my opinion, unpleafant; — the parting of 
friends is a kind of temporary mourning. Mrs. 
Sancho is but indifferent — the hot weather does 
not befriend her — but time will, I hope i — if true 
worth could plead an exemption from pain and 

ficknefs — Mifs L and Mrs. Sancho would, 

by right divine, enjoy the beft health — But, God 
be bleffed, there is a reward in ftore for both, and 
all like them — ^which will amply repay them for 
ike evils and crofs accidents of this foolilh world. 

9 
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t faw Mifs and Nfrs. S , and Johnny^ at chxirtH 

iaft Sunday — they all looked pleafant, and told nw5 
they had heard you were well.-i*-I would recom- 
mend a poem^ which> if you have not-^you ihould 
read, it is called Almeria; I have not read it— bi«: 
have heard fuch an account of it as makes me fuf^ 
peft it will be worth your notice. This end of 
the town is fairly Regatta-mad — and the prices 
they afk are only five fhillings each feat. — ^They 
are building fcafFoldings on Weftminfter-Hall— ^ 
and the prayers of all parties are now for a fine 
evening. — May your evenings be ever fair^— and 
mornings bright ! I fhould have faid nights hap- 
py — all in God's good time ! which, you mull be 
convinced, is the beft time. — ^Lydia mends— Ihe 
walks a little — we begin to encourage hope4r— 
Kitty is as lively as ever— and almoft goes alone— 
the reft are well. — Mrs. Sancho joins me in cor- 
dial wiflies for your health and wealth.- ^I am> 

xkar Madam^ 

Your moft fmcere friend, 

and obliged humble fervant, 

ION. SANCHO- 
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LETTER XXII. 
TO MR. R . 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

Xhou haft an honcft fympathizing heart— and I 

am fure will feci forrow to hear poor Mr. W- - 

has paid the debt to Nature :— laft Sunday heaven 
gained a worthy foul — and the world loft an honeft 
man ! — a Chriftian ! — a friend to merit — a father 
to the poor and fociety— a man, whofe Icaft praife 
yrzs his wit — and his meaneft virtue, good hu^ 
mour. — He is gone to his great reward.— May 
you, and all I love and honor, in God's good time, 
join him! — I wifh to hear about you — how you 
all do— when you faw Johnny — and whether Mrs. 

O holds in the fame mind — If fo, ihc is on 

the road for London, and Johnny on the road for 

B . Pray have you heard from Mr. L ? 

A Ipruce Frenchman brought me a letter from 
him on Thurfdayj he left him well and in fpirits 
— he wifhes we would enquire for a place for him 
— ^he longs to be in England ; — he is an honeft 
foul, and I fhould feel true pleafure in ferving 
him ;— pray remember he wants a place. — I know 
not what words to ufe in way of thanks to Mrs. 

C for the very valuable prefent of her pic- 

turcT-J have wrote to her— but my pen is not able 
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to cxprcfs what I feci — and I think Mr. Gardner 
has hit off her likcnefs exceeding well — My chim- 
ney-piece now — faidy imitates the tynes — a flalhy 
fine outfide — the only intrinfic nett worth, in my 
poffeffion, is Mrs. Sancho — who I can compare to 
nothing fo properly as to a diamond in the dirt— 
But, my friend, that is Fortune^s fault, not mine— 
for, had I power, I would cafe her in gold. — When 

heard you from our friend Mr. J N ? 

When you fee or write to him — tell him we ftill 
care for him — and remember his eafy good-nature 
and natural politenefs. — I will trouble you with 
the inclofed without any ceremony — for I have 
been fo often obliged to you, that I begin now to 
fancy I have a right to trouble you. Commend 

me to fquire S , and all worthy friends.—- 

Lydia fends her love to you — flie trots about ama- 
zingly — and Kitty imitates her, with this addition, 
that fhe is as mifchievous as a monkey.— Mrs. 

Sancho, Mrs. M , and Mrs. B , all think 

weU of yoH, as well as yours, 

I. SANCHO. 
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UETTER XXIIL 



TO MRS. C- 



Chafles Street, July 31, 1775. 
bEAR MADAM, 

If aught upon earth could make mortals happy — 
I have the bcft right to believe myfelf fo — ^I have 
lived with the Great — and been favoured by beauty 
— 'I have caufe to be vain — let that apologife for 
my boafting — ^I am td thank you for the beft orna- 
ment of my chinmey-piece. — ^Your pidture, which 
I had the joy to receive from Mr. Gardner, and 
which (exclufive of the partiality I have to your 
refemblance) I think a very good one^ — it proves 
unqueftionably three things j — ^your goodnefs — 
Mr. Gardner's ikill — and my impudence! — in 
wifhing fo pleafing a prize. — ^If Kitty fhould live 
to woman's eftate — fhe will exultingly tell folks 
—that's my godmother's pifture — and the next 
generation will fwear the painter was a flatterer — 
and fcarcc credit there was ever a countenance fo 
amiably fweet — in the days of George the Third 
—except a Hamiltbn or Lady Sarah. — Mrs. San- 
cho defires her thanks may be joined with mine — 
as the thanks of one flefh. — Mr. M — — is well — 
and hopes, in conccrt^ith the Sanchos, that you 
had a pjeafant journey — and good health your 
companion.— That health and pleafure — ^with love 
and friendfliip in its train— -may ever accompany 

E 
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you — IS the wifli, dear Madam, of your greatly 
obliged humble fervant, 

IGNATIUS SANCHO. 



LETTER XXIV. 

TO MISS. L . 



Charles Street, August 7» 1775. 

I NEVER can excufe intolerable fcrawls— and I do 
tell you that for writing converfable letters you 
are wholly unfit — no talent — no nature — no ftylc 
— ftifF — formal — and unintelligible — take that — 
for your apology — and learn to be honeft to your- 
fel£ — The Duchefs of Kingfton and Mr, Foote 
have joined in a fpirited paper-war — (I (hould 
have faid engaged) but I fear her Grace will have 
the word of it — Had Ihc either the heart or head 

of our friend Mifs L , I fhould pity her from 

my 'foul — and fhould muftcr up gallantry enough 
to draw a pen (at lead) in her defence i as it is— 
I think- — ^in principles they arc well matched — but 
as her Grace appears to me — to want temper — I 
think the Wit will be too hard for her. — ^I am 
pleafed with the Tunbridgians for their refpeftful 
loyalty — on his Royal Highnefs^s birth-day i— it 
is too much the fafliion to treat the Royal Family 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



51 

with difrclpeft. — Zeal for politics has almofi: annn 
hilatcd good-manners.— Mrs. Sancho feels the 
kindnefs of your good wiflies — but we hope you 
VfiH be in town before fhe tumbles in the ftraw, 
when a Benjamin mefs of caudle will meet your 
lips with many welcomes.— Mrs. Sancho is — fo, 
fo — not fo alert as I have known her — but I fhall 
be glad Ihe holds juft as well till Ihe is down.— 
My filly gout is not in hafte to leave me — I am in 
my feventh week — and in truth am peevifh— and 
fick of its company. — As to Dr. Dodd, the laft 
I heard of him — was that he was in France^ — he 
h^s not preachcdf for thefe nine Sundays at Pimlico. 
—You did not tell me the name of your Suffolk 
preacher — I fancy it is Dr. WoUafton — who is 
reckoned equal to Dodd ; I am glad yoa have 
him — as I would willi you to have every thing that 
God can give you conducive to your love and 
pleafurc. — Mra. Sancho joins me in refpcds and 
thanks— good wifhes, &c. &p. 
I am, dear Madam, 

Your ever objiged, humble fcrvant, 

IGN* SANCHO. 



I 2 
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LETTER XXV. 

TOMR.B . 

August 12, 1775. 
DEAR SIR, 

If I knew a better man than yourfclf — you wou'd 
not have had this application— which is in behalf 
of a merry — chirping — ^white tooth'd — clean — 
tight — and light little fellow j — ^with a woolly pate 
— and face as dark as your humble j—Guiney- 
born, and French-bred— the fulky gloom of Africa 
difpelled by Gallic vivacity — and that foftened 
again with Englilh fedatenefs — a rare fellow! — 
rides well — and can look upon a couple of horfes 
— dreffes hair in the prefent tafte — fhaves light — 
and underftands fomething of the arrangement of 
a table and fide-board j — his prefent matter will 
autheriticate him a decent charafter — ^he leaves 
him at his own (Blacky's) requeft: — ^hc has ferved 
him three years — and, like Tcaguc, would be glad 
of a good mafter— if any good matter would be 
glad of him. — ^As I believe you affociate chiefly 
with good-hearted folks — it is pofTible your intereft 
may be of fervice to him. — I like the rogue's 
looks, or a fimilarity of colour fliould not hav^ 
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induced me to recommend him. — ^Excufe this little 
fcrawl from your friend, &c. 

ION. SANCHO. 

•* For conscience, like a fiery horse, 
** Will stumble if you check his course; 
" But ride him with an easy rein, 
'* An4 rub him down with worldly gain, 
** He*ll carry you through thick and thin, 
*' Safe, although dirty^ to your inn.'* 



LETTER XXVI. 
TO MRS. C . 

August 14, 1775. 
DEAR MADAM, 

I AM happy in hearing that the bathing and drink- 
ing has been of real fcrvice to you. — I imagine I 
fee you rife out of the waves another Venus-— and 
could wifli my felf Neptune, to have the honor of 
cfcorting you to land.-^Mr. Priddie has fcnt me a 
pretty turtle, and in very good condition. — I muft 
beg you will do me the honor to accept of it — it 
will attend you at Privy Gardens, where (had 
turtles a fenfe of ambition) it would think itfelf 
happy ih its deftination. — Pray my belt rcfpcfts to 

E 3 ^ 
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their honors R— tpd Squire S ■ , I Hre in 
hopes of fccmg you all next week. 
I im> dear Madam, 

Your much obliged, 
htmible ftrvtnt, 

ION. SAKCiHO* 



LETTER XXVII. 
TO MIS8 L 



Augusts?, 1773. 

Just upon the ftroke of eleven — as I was follow- 
ing (Kkc a good hulband) Mrs, Sancho to bed— 
a thundering rap called me to die ftreet-door — a 
letter from Tunbridgc, Sir — thanks, many thanka 
—good night. — I hugged the fair ftrangef — and— 
as foon as up ftairs — broke ope the feal with 
friendly impatience — and got decendy trimmed, 
for what ? why, truly, for having more honefty 
than prudence. — ^Wcll, if ever I fay a civil thing 
again to any of your fex — ^but it is foolifh to be 
rafli in refolves — Serioufly, if aught at any time 
flips from my unguarded pen, which yoii may 
deem cenfurable — believe me truly and honeftly— 
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ic is tl^c error of uncultivated nature— ^and I will 
t|nft the candor of fricndlhip to wink at unde* 
figned offence i^ — not but I could defend — and 
would againft any but yourfelf — the whole fad 
charge of flattery — But enough. — ^I paid a vifit io 
Bond Street this morning,— Your filler looked 
health itfelf— fhe was jufl returned from the coun- 
try, and had the pleafurc to hear from you at her 
firft entrance. 

Your friendly offer for the little ftranger is in 
charafter— but if I was to fay what my full heart 
would diftate — you would accufe me of flattery. 
•'—Mrs. Sancho is more than plcafcd— I won't fay 
what I am — but if you love to give pleafure, you 
have your will. — ^Are you not pleafed to find Mifs 
Buttcrfield innocent ? — ^It does credit to my judge- 
ment, for I never believed her guilty — her trial 
proves undeniably that one half of the faculty are 
very ignorant.— I hear fhe intends fuing for damages 
—and if ever any one had a right to recover, Ihe 
certainly has j— and were I to decree them — they 
(hould not be lefs than 400I. a year for life, and 
5000I. down by way of fmart-money, — In my 

opinion, the D— fs of K— -^ is honored to 

be mentioned in the fame paper with Mifs Butter- 
field. — You fliould read the St. James's Evening 
papers for lafl week— you will eafily get them at 
any cofFee-houfc— :he aflfair is too long for a letter 
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— *but I will fend you fomc black poetry upon the 
occafion : 

With Satire, Wit, and Humour arm'^t 

Foote opes his exhibitions; 
High-titled Guilt, justly alarmed. 

The Chamberlain petitions. 

My Lord, quoth Guilt, this daring fiend 

Won't let us sin in private; 
To his presumption there's no end. 

Both high and low he'll drive at. 

Last year he smok'd the clerjc* gown; 

A Duchess now he'd sweat 
The insolent, for half a crown. 

Would libel all the Great I 

What I can do, his Lordship cries. 

Command you freely may. 
Don't license him, the Dame replies. 

Nor let him print his play. 

. Poor Lydia is exceedingly unwell.— They who 
have leaft fenfibility are beft off for this world. — -. 
By the vifit I was able to make this morning — you 
may conclude my troublefome companion is about 
taking leave. — ^May you know no pains but of 
fenfibility! — and may you be ever able to relieve 
where you wifh! — May the wife and good efteem 
you more than I do — and the objeft of your heart 
love you — as well as you love a good and kind 

♦ Dr. Dodd. 
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aftionl— Thcfe wiflics — ^after the trimming you 
gave me in your laft — is a fort of heaping coals on 
your head — as fuch, accept it from your fincerc— 
aye — and boneft friend, 

ION. SANCHO, 

Mrs. Sancho fays little — but her moiftened eye 
pxprcflcsr— pthat flie feels your friendfhip,^ 



LETTER XXVIII. 
TO MISS L = . 



Sept 12, 1775. 

rTnERE is nothing in nature more vexatious than 
contributing to the imeafinefs of thofe, whofe par- 
tiality renders them anxious for our well-doing— 
the honeft heart dilates with rapture when it can 
.happily contribute pleafure to its friends; — you 
fee by this that I am coxcomb enough to fuppofe 
me and mine of confequcnce — but if it is fo — it 
is fuch as you^ whofe partial goodnefs has grafted 
th^t folly on my natural trunk of dullnefs. — I am, 
in truth, in a very unfit mood for writing — for 
poor Lydia is very fo, fo — ^Mrs, Sancho not very 
ftoutj — and for me, laffure you, that of my pair 
of feet — ^two are at this inftant in pain — This is the 
^prft fidc-^but courage ! Hope ! dclufivc cheat- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



58 

ing Hope ! beckons Self-bve^ and enlifb him of 
her fide — and, together, ufc their friendly eloquence 
to perfuade me that better times are coming.--^ 
Your beloved wife (cries Self-love) will have a 
happy time, and be up foon, ftrong and hearty. — 
Your child (cries Hope) will get the better of her 
illnefs — and grow up a blcfling, and comfort to 
your evening life— and your friend will foon be in 
town and enliven your winter profpefts.— Truft, 
truft in the Almighty — ^his providence is your 
Ihield — *tis his love, 'tis his mercy, which has 
hitherto fupported and kept you up.— See, fee ! 
cries Hope ! look where Religion, with Faith on 
her right — and Charity on her left — ^and a numerous 
train of bleflings in her rear, come to thy fupport. 
~Fond foolilh mortal — leave complaining-— all 
will be right-*-all is right.— Adieu, my good 
friend — ^write me fomething to chace away idle 
fears — and to ftrengthen hope.*— Too true it is, that 
where the tender paffions are concerned^ our fc^ 
arc cowards. 

Yours, fincerely, 

X. SAKCHO^ 

Mrs. Sancho fends her beft wiflies^ 
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LETTER XXIX. 
TO MISS L .. 

Charles Street, Oct. 4, 1775* 

Just as the twig ii bent, the tree's iiiclin*d^ 
Tit education forms the tender mind. 

So says Pofe. 

Chddren like tender osiers take the bow^ 
And as they first are £Eishion*d, always grow. 

Drydbn. 

The fenfe of each is juft the fatne, and they both 
|>rove 4n opinicm, which I have long been grounded 
in — that the errors of moft children proceed in 
great part from the ill cultivation of their firft 
years.— -Self-love, my frifend^ bewitches parents to 
give too much indulgence to infantine foibles j — 
the conftaiit cry is, ^^ Poor litde loul, it knows no 
better !***^if it fwcars-^that *s a fign of wit and 
fpirit J — if it fibs-^it's fo cunning and comical;-— 
if it deals*— *tii orJy a paw trick — and the mother 
exultingly cries — My Jacky is fo iharp, we can 
keep nothing f\tom him!— Well! but what's all 
this to you? — You arc no mother. — ^True, my 
fincerely efteemcd friend — but you are fomething 
as good— you af^ perhaps better — much better 
and wifbr I am ful-e than rtiany mothers I have 
feen.-.*^Yo\i, who believe in the true effencc of the 
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gofpcl — who vifit the fick, cover the naked^ and 
wididraw not your car from the unfortunate:— but 
I did not intend to write your eulogium — it requires 
the pen of one lefs intereftcd— rand perhaps lefs . 
partiality and more judgement would alfo be re- 
quifite. — ^Jacky S is the occafion of this 

prefatory vaft fhow of learning* I do believe him 
a fine child fpoil'd for want of proper management 
—he is juft now in high difgracc — he is wrong 
enough in all confcience, I believe — but are they, 
who are about him, right? We will talk about 
this matter when I have the pleafurc of feeing 
you J — ^you fhall forgive my impertinent meddling 
— ^I will alk pardon and fin again — fo we ferve 
Heaven— fo complain, if you dare.— Mrs. Sancho 
is yet up; — if I pray at all, it*s for the bluffing of 
a happy moment, with litde pain for her j— as to 
what fhe brings, I care not about its fex — God 
grant fafety and health to the mother— and my 
foul and lips fhall blefs his holy name.— We can- 
not remove till after Mrs. Sancho is up — ;Thc 
houfe will not be ready till towards Chriftmas, 
which is not the moft defirable time of the year 
for moving-^but we muft do as we can^i not a$ we 
would. 

At Charlotte Chapel ^we had laft Sunday 

a moft excellent difcourfe from Mr. Harrifon, 
whom I fuppofe you have heard preach — ^if not, 
he is well worth hearing — to pleafe me — or, to the 

5 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



61 

bcft of my knowledge, he reads prayers better 
than moft — ^Mr. Butler not excepted; — there is a 
dignity of cxpreflion in his Pfalms, which catches 
the whole attention — and fuch an animated ftrength 
of devotion in his Litany, as almoft carries the 
heart to the gates of Heaven — he is fine in the 
pulpit i — but comparifons are unfair — if Harrifon 
reads prayers, and Dodd preaches at the fame 
church — I fliould fuppofe greater perfection could 
not be found in England. — ^I have to thank you 
for the honor of your correfpondence — and can 
laugh in my fleeve like a Dutch Jew — to think 
that I get fterlmg fenfe for my farrago of abfurdi- 
ties; — but you wiU, I hope, foon be in town.— 
Mrs. Sancho joins me in every fentiment of grati- 
tude and fincerity. — I am, as much as a poor 
Afiican can be, fincerely 

Yours to command, 

ION. SAirCHO. 

We are in great hopes about poor Lydia. — ^An 
hpneft and ingenious motherly woman in our 
neighbourhood has undertaken the perfeft cure of 
her— and we have every reafon to think, with 
God's blefling, (he will fucceed — ^which is a blefling 
we (hall owe entirely to the comfort of being poor 
■—for had we been rich — the doctors would have 
had the honor of killing her a twelvemonth ago. 
^Adicu. 
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BETTER XXX, 



TO MISS L- 



Thnrsday Morning, Oct. 16, 1775^ 

Mv worthy and rclpcfted friend, I hear, has 
protrafted her ftay.. — ^I am gready obliged tp 

Mifs Ij-t 's goodnefs, who has given mie this 

opportunity of addrefling my good friend. — I 
am very low in heart. — Poor Mrs. Sancho is 
fo indifferent — and Lydia, tho* upon the whole 
better, yet weak and poorly. — ^I am fufEcient- 
ly acquamtcd with care— and I think I fatten 
upon calamity. — Philofophy is beft pradtifed, I 
believe, by die eafy and affluent. — One ounce of 
praftical religion is worth all that ever the Stoics 
wrote. — Mrs. Sancho fmiles in the pains which it 
• has plcafed Providence to try her with — and her 
belief in a better exiftende is her cordial drop. — 
Adieu; bring health with you, and the light of 
you will glad us all. 

Yours, 

I* SANCHO* 
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LETTER XXXI. 

TO MIL R— . 

Oct. Id, 1775. 

I BEGIN to fear with you that our friend L- 



is fick or married — or — what I would rather hope 
— is on his way to England. — ^Thanks to our Suf- 
folk friends — you take care we (hall not ftarve. — 
I was for five niinutes, when dinner was on table, 
fuipcnded, in inclination, like the afs between the 
two loads of hay — the turtle pulled one way, and 
afweetlom of pork the other — I was obliged to 
attack both in pure felf-defence ; — Mrs. Sancho 
ate — and praifed the pork — and praifed the giver. 
—Let it not, my worthy R— , mortify thy pride 
— to be obliged to divide praife with a pig ; — we 

all echoed her — O^ and R were the toails 

— ^I know not in truth two honcfter or better men 
—were your incomes as enlarged as your hearts — 
you would be the two greateft fortunes in Europe; 
but I wrote merely to thank you— and to fay Mrs. 

Sancho and Mrs. M are both better than when 

1 wrote laft night — in Ihort Mrs. M is quite 

well — I pray God to fend my dear Mrs. Sancho 
fafc down and happily up-^fhe makes the chief 
ingredient of my felicity — ^Whenever my good 
friend marries — I hope he will find it the fame 
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with him. — ^My bcft refpcfts to Mefdamcs C. 
and C. and take care of my brother*— I fear this 
will be a raking week. — Compliments to Matter 
S and the noble Mr. B 



Yours, &c. 

I. SANCHO. 



LETTER XXXII. 
TO MISS L 



Friday, Oft. 20, 177^- 

In obedience to my amiable friend's requeft — t, 
with gratitude to the Almighty — and with pleafurc 
to her — (I am furc I am right) — acquaint her, that 
my ever dear Dame Sancho was exaftly at half 
paft one, this afternoon, delivered of a — child. — 

Mrs. Sancho, my dear Mifs L y is as well as 

can be expefted — in truth, better than I feared 
flie would be— for indeed fhe has been very un- 
well for this month paft — ^I feel myfelf a ton light- 
er: — In the morning I was crazy with apprehen- 
fion — and now I talk nonfenfc thro' joy. — ^This 
plaguy fcrawl will coft you I know not what — but 
it's not my fault — 'tis your foolifhgodfon's — ^who, 
by me, tenders his ^dutiful refpefts. I am ever 
yours to command, fmccrely and afieftionately, 

I. SANCHO. 
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LtTTER XXXIII* 



TO MISS : 



Charles Street, Dec. 14, 1775- 
i 

There is fomcthing incxpreflibly flattering irt 
rfic notion of your being warmer— ^from the idea 
of your much obliged friend^s caring for you; — 
in truth we could not help caring about you— oiif 
thoughts travelled with you over night from Bond 
Street to the Inn.— The next day at noon— =- 
*^ Well, nowftie's above hllf way— ^Alas ! no, flic 
will not get home till Saturday night— ^I Wonder 
what companions flie has met with — There is a 
magnetifm in good-nature which will ever attraft 
its like— fo if flie meets with being&thc Icafl: focial 
—but that's as chance wills !''---Well, night ar- 
rives—and now our friend has reached the open 
arms of parental love — excefs of delightful en- 
dearments gives place to tranquil enjoyments — and 
all are happy in the pleafure they give each other, 
— ^Were I a faint or a bifliop, and was to pais by 
your door, I would fl:op, and fay. Peace be upon 
this dwelling ! — ^and what richer fliould I leave it? 
— for I trufl: where a good man dwells, there 
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Peace makes its fwect abode.— When you have 
read Bofluet, you will find at the end, that it was 
greatly wifhed the learned author had brought 
the work down lower — but I cannot help thinking 
he concluded his defign as far as he originally 
meant.— Mrs. Sancho, thank Heaven, is as well as 
you left her, and your godfon thrives — He is 
the type of his father — —fat — heavy — fleepy— 
but, .as he is the heir of the noble family, 
and your godfon, I ought not to difparage him. 
^— The duchefs of Kingfton is fo unwell, that 
flie has petitioned for a lon^r day — they fay that 
her intellefts are hurti— though a bad woman, fhe 
is entitled to pity.-^Confcience, the high chan- 
cellor of the human breaft> whofe fmall ftill voice 
Ipeaks terror to the guilty^— Confciencc has 
pricked her — and, with all her wealth and titles, 
Ihe is an obje^ of pity. — Health attend you and 
yours ! — Pleafure of courfe will follow. — Mrs» 
Sancho joins me in all I fay, and the girls look 
their affent. — I remain — God forgive me ! I was 
going to conclude, without ever once thanking you 
for your goodnefs in .letting us hear from you 
fo early — There is fuch a civil coldnefs in writing, 
a month perhaps after expeftation has been fnuffed 
out, that the very thought is enough to chill 
friendlhip— But you, like your fitter Charity, as 
Thomfon fwcetly paints her (fmiling thro' tears). 
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delight in giving pleafure, and joy in doing good. 
* — ^And now farewell— and believe us in trudij our 
dear mifs L 's 

Obliged and grateful friends, 

ANNE and I4 SANCHO4 



LETTER XXXIV. 

TO MR. M i. 



Jan. 4, 1776. 

1 kj^ow not which predominates in my worthy 
friend — ^pride or good-nature— ^Don't ftare— you 
have a large (hare of both ; — chappy it is for you— 
as well as your acquaintance-^that your pride is 
fo well accompanied by the honeft ardor of youth- 
ful benevolence. — You would, like the fabled 
pelican — feed your friends with your vitals — blcffed 
Philanthropy ! oh ! the delights of making happy 
*-the blifs of giving comfort to the affliftcd — peace 
to the diftreffed mind-^to prevent the requell 
from the quivering lips of indigence !— But, great 
God!— the inexpreffible delight — the not-to-be* 
defcribed rapture in foothing, and convincing the 
tender virgin that " Tou alone^'' &c. &c. &c. 
(Prior's Henry and Emma fee) — but I think you 
dropp'd a word or two about flattery. — ^Sir — ^honeft 

E 2 
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friend — know once fpr ail — ^I never yet thought 
you a coxcomb — a man of fcnfe I dare not flatter, 
my pride forbids it— a coxcomb is not worth the 
dirty pains. — ^You have (through the bounty of 
your great Creator) ftrong parts, and, thank the 
Almighty goodnefs, an honeft fmcerc heart — yes, 
you have many and rare talents, which you have 
cultivated with fucccfs— you have much fire, which, 
under the guidance of a circumfpeft judgement, 
flimulates you to worthy afts — But do not fay that 
I flatter in fpeaking the truth — ^I can fee errors 
even in thofe I half reverence — there are fpots in 

the Sun— and perhaps fome faults in Johnny M 

who is by far — too kind — ^generous — and friendly 
to his greatly obliged friend, 

ION. SANCHO* 

P. S. I tell you what— (are you not coming to 

town foon?)— F and venifon are good things, 

but by the manes of my ancefl:ors — ^I had rather 
have the pleafure of goflipation with your fublimc 
highnefs.— What flcetches have you taken ?— what 
'books have you read?— what laflcs gallanted ? — 
The vcnifbn is exceeding fine, and the cleancft I 
ever faw — to-morrow we drefs it— a. thankful 
heart (hall be our fweet fauce : — ^wcre you in town, 
your partaking of it would add to its relifti.— You 

fay I was not in Ipirits when you faw me at G ; 

why, it might be fo— in jfpite of my philofophy 
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— ^the cares and anxieties attendant on a large 
fainily and fmall finances fometimes over-cloud 
the natural cheerfulnefs of yours truly, 

I. SANCHO. 

N. B. A very Ihort P S 



LETTER XXXV. 

TO MR. R . 



June 25, 1776. 

You had a pleafant day for your journey — and 
after five or fix miles ride from town — ^ypu left the 
duft behind you— of courfe the road and the 
country alfo improved as you drew nearer Barton. 
I will fuppofe you there — and then I will fuppofc 
you found Mrs. C— — well in, health, and the 
better for the preceding day's motion— She and 
Mifs C ■ meet you with the looks of a fpring- 
morning.— I fee you meet in fancy— I wilh I could 
fee you in reality — but of that hereafter. — ^I want 
to know how Mrs. C docs — and what mifs 

C-^^ does — what you intend to do — and what 

Mr. S will never do. — This letter is a kind 

of much-ado-about — ^what— I muft not fay nothing 
— becaufe the ladies are mentioned in it.— Mr. 

and Mrs. B have a claim to my beft refpefts; 

—Pray fay what's decent for me — and to the re- 

^3 
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Ipeftabk tabic alfo — beginning with my tnjq 

friend Mrs. C ^ and then ftcering right and left 

—ending at laft with your worfhip. — Tell Mr$, 

C that Kitty is as troublcfome as ever — that 

Billy gets heavier and ftronger. — ^Mrs. Sancho re- 
mains, thank God, very well — and all the reft 
ditto. — Let me know how you all dor— and how 

brother O does. — As to news, all I hear is 

about Wilkes — he will certainly carry his point 
— for adminiftratjon are all ftrongly in his intereft 
— betts run much in his favor — For my part, I 
really think he will get it — if he can once manage 

fo— as to gain the majority. 1 am, my dear 

R y yours — (much more than Wilkes's — or 

indeed any man. Or- — ^'s excepted) in love and 
?:eal. 

Ever faithfully, 

X. SAKCHO, 



LETTER XXXVI, 
TO MR, STERNE, 



July, 1776, 
REVEREND SIR, 

It would be an infult on your humanity (or per- 
haps look like it) to apologize for the liberty I am 
taking.— I am one of thofc people whom the vul- 
gar and illiberal call ^' NegursJ'-^-TYit firft part 
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of my life was rather unlucky, as I was placed in 
a family who judged ignorance the bcft a^id only 
fecurity for obedience. — A little reading and writ- 
ing I got by unwearied application.- — The latter 
part of my life has been — thro' God's bleffing, 
truly fortunate, having fpent it in the fcrvice of 
one of the beft families in the kingdom. — My 
chief pleafure has been books. — Philanthropy I 
adore. — How very much, good Sir, am I (amongft: 
millions) indebted to you for the charafter of 
your amiable uncle Toby ! — I declare, I would 
walk ten miles in the dog-days, to Ihake hands 
with the honeft corporal. — ^Your Sermons have 
touched me to the heart, and I hope have amended 
it, which brings me to the point. — ^In your tenth 
difcourfe, page feventy-eight, in the fecond vo- 
lume — is this very afFefting paffage — ^' Confider 
how great a part of our fpecies— in all ages down 
to this — have been trod under the feet of cruel and 
capricious tyrants, who would neither hear their 
cries, nor pity their diftrefles. — ^Confider flavery 
— ^what it is — how bitter a draught-'— and how 
many millions are made to drink it P' — Of all my 
favorite authors, not one has drawn a tear in fa- 
vor of my miferable black brethren — excepting 
yourfelf, and the humane author of Sir George )(^ 
JEUifon. — ^I think you will forgive me ;— -I am furc 
you will applaud mc for befeeching you to give 
one h^lf-hour's attention to flavery, as it is at this 
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6xf praftifcd in our Weft Indies. — ^Thit fubjeft, 
handled in your ftriking manner, would eafc the 
yoke (perhaps) of many — but if only of one—* 
Gracious Qod! — what a fcaft to a benevolent 
heart ! — and, fure I am, you are an epicurean in 
afts of charity. — ^You, who are univerfally read, 
#md as univerfally admired— you could not fail- 
Dear Sir, think in me you behold the uplifted 
hands of thoufands of my brother Moors. — Grief 
(you pathetically obferve) is eloquent j — figure to 
yourfelf their attitudes i — hear their fupplicating 
addrefTes ! — alas ! — you cannot refufe. — Humanity 
piufl comply — in which hope I beg permilfion tQ 
fubfcribc myfel^ 

Reverend Sir, &c. 

IGN. SANCHO. 



LETTER XXXVII. 

TO MR. M— -r--. 



August It, 1776. 

•* We have left undone the things we should have done," 
&c.- &c. 

This general confefTion — ^with a deep fenfe of our 
own frailties — joined to penitence — and flrong in* 
fenpions gi better doing — infures poor finners for^ 
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givcncis, obliterates the paft, fweetens the prefcnt, 
and brightens the future ; — in fhort, wc are to 
hope that it reconciles us with the Deity — and if 
th^t conclufion is juft, it mull certainly reconcile 
ps in part to each other. — Grant me that, dear 

M , and you have no quarrel towards me for 

cpiftolary omiflions ; — ^look about you, my dear 
friend, with a fault-fearching eye— and fee what 
you have left undone ! — Lx)ok on your chair— 
thofe clothes Ihould have been brulhed and laid by 
—that linen fent to wafb — thofe Ihoes to be 
cleaned. — Zooks ! why, you forget to fay your 

prayers — to take your phyfick — to wafh your 

Pray how does Mrs. H ? Lord, what a deal 

of rain ! I declare I fear it will injure the harveft. 
—And when faw you Nancy ? — Has the cat kit- 
tened ? — ^I fuppofe you have heard the news:— 
great news ! — a glorious affair ! (and is two fPs 
necefTary) — O ! Lord, Sir ! — very litde bloodlhcd 
— pity any Ihou'd — ^How !— do not you admire ? 
—How fo ?— Why this. Sir, is writing, *tis the 
true fublime — and this the fhiff that gives my 

jfriend M pleafure : — thou vile flatterer ! — 

blufh r blufh up to thine eyelids ! — I am happy to 
thmk I have found a flaw in thee— thou art a flat- 
terer of the mofl dangerous fort, becaufc agreeable 
,— I have often obferved — there is more of value 
\n the manner of doing the thing — than in the 
jhing itfelf— my mind's-eye follows you in the fe- 
9 
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IcifHng the pretty box— in arranging the picke(J 
fruit.— I fee you fix on the lid, drive the laft nail, 
your countenance lit up with glee, and your heart 
exulting in the pleafure you were about giving to 
the family of the Sanchos-^and then fnatch the 
hat and ftick, and walk with the eafy alacrity of a 
foul confcious of good. — But holdj, Sir, you were 
rather ftucy in a part or two of your letter— rfor 
which reafon I fliall not thank you for the fruitr^ 
the good woman and brats may — and with reafon,^ 
for they devoured them — The box, indeed, is worth 
thanks, which, if God, gout, and weather permit, 
you may probably hear fomething of on Sunday 
p^xt, from yours, with all your fins, &c. &c. 

ION. SANCHO^ 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

TO MR. K— . 

August 28, 1776. 
MY WORTHY FRIEND, 

I SHOULD have anfwered your billet, as foon as 
received — but I wanted to know the quantum that 
I was to wifh you joy of — ^^as nothing has yet for 
certainty tranfpircd.-^I will hope your legacy fron;^ 
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Mrs. — is handfomc :---you can cafiljr ima- 
gine the pleafurc I felt — in finding fhe had fo 

amply remembered poor Mrs. M : that one 

aft has more true generofity in it, aye, and jufticc 
perhaps, than any thing I ever knew of her in her 
Jong life :— it has removed an anxiety from me 
which (in fpite of felf- felt poverty — and the heart- 
felt cares of a large family) troubled me greatly. 
—As to ipyfelf, fhe ufed to promifc largely former- 
ly, that ihe would think of me : — as I never be- 
lieved — ^I was not difappointed. — More and more 
convinced of the futility of aU our eagernefs after 
worldly riches, my prayer and hope is only for breads 
^nd to be enabled to pay what 1 owe. — ^I labour 
up hill agaii^ft many difficulties — but God's good- 
jxefs is my fupport — and his word my truft.— 
Mrs. Sancho joins me in her beft wiflics, and gives 
youjoyalfoi the children are all well — William 
grows, and tries his feet brifkly — and Fanny goes 
on well in her tambour- work — Mary muft learn 
fome bufinefs or other— if we can poffibly achieve 
money — but we have fomehow no friends — and, 
jblefs God !— -we deferve no enemies. Trade is 
duller than ever I knew it — and money fcarcer ;— ? 
foppery runs higher— and vanity ftronger j— ex- 
p-avagance is the adored idol of this fwcet town.— 
You are a happy being ;— :-free from the cares of 
(he world in your own perfon, you enjoy more 
than your matter— or his maftcr inio the bargain. 
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—May your comforts know no diminution, but 
increafc with your years ! — and may the fame 
happen, when it ftiall pleafe God, to your fmccre 
friend I. Sancho and his family I 



LETTER XXXIX. 

TO MR. M . 

September 1, 1776i. 

YoiT have the happieft manner of obliging.— 
How comes it that — without the advantages of a 
twentieth generationfliip of noble blood flowing 
uncontaminated in your veins — without the cufto- 
mary three years diffipation at college — and the 
(nothing-to-be-done without) four years peram- 
bulation on the Continent — without all thefe heed- 
ful appendages — with little more than plain fenfe 
— fheer good-nature— -and a right honeft heart— 
thou canft — 

** Like low-bom Allen, with an awkward shame, 
" Do good by stealth, and blush to find it feme?" 

Now, by my grandame*s beard — I will not thank 
you for your prefent — although my cars have been 
dunned with your goodnefs and kindnefs — the beft 
young man ! — and, good Lord ! how Ihall we 
make him amends ? &c. &c. — ^Plhaw ! fimpleton^ 
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quoth I> do you not plainly ken, that he himfclf 
has a fatisfadion in giving pkafure to his friends 
which more than repays him ? — Solftrovc to turn 
off the notion of obligation — though, I muft con- 
fefs, my heart at the fame time felt a fomething, 
furc it was not envy-— no, I deteft it — ^I fear it was 
pride — for I feel within myfelf this moment, that 
could I turn the tables in repaying principal with 
treble intereft, I fhould feel gratified — though 
perhaps not fatisfied. — I have a long account to 
balance with you — ^about your comments upon the 
tranfcript i-— you are a pretty fellow to dare put in 
your claim — to better fenfe — deeper thinking — 
and ftronger reafoning than my wife fclf — To tell 
you the truth (tho' at my own expence) I read 
your letter the firft time with fome little chagrin 5 
— ^your reafoning, tho* it hurt my pride — yet al- 
moft convinced my underftanding, — ^I read it care- 
fully a fecond time — ^pondered: — ^weighed — and 
fubmitted — ^Whenever a fpark of vanity feems to 
be glowing at my heart, I will read your letter—^ 
and what then ? — Why, then, humbled by a proper 
fenfe of my inferiority— I fliall ftill have caufe for 
pride — triumpTi — and comfort — when I refleft that 
my valued Confort — is the true friend of his fin- 
cercly afFcftionate 

ION. SANCHO. 
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Letter 5cl. 

TO MR. M . 

Dec. 4, l77^ 

1 FORGOT to tell you this morning — 2l jack-afi 
would have ftiown more thought— (arc they 
rationals or not ?) The bcft recipe for the gout, I 
am informed— is two or three ftalc Moming-Pofts ^ 
— Reclined in eafy chair— the patient muft fit— 
and mull over them — take fnuff at intervak— 
hem— and look wife, — I apply to you as my 
pharmacopolift— <io not criticize my orthogra-* 
phy— but when convenient — fend me the medicine 
— ^which, with care and thanks, I will return* 

Yours, 

Difmal sancho* 

Pray how do ye do ? 



LETTER XLI. 

TO MR. M — ♦. 



January 4, 1777. 

I HAVE read, but have found nothing of the ftrik^ 
ing kind of fentimental novelty — which I cxpefted 

f On reading the Tragedy of Semiramifl^ from the Frtncb of 
Monf. VoUalu. 
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from its great author— the language is good in moll 
placcs-^but never rifes above the common pitchv 
-^In many of our inferior tragcdies^-^I have ever 
found here arid there a flower ftrewn, which has 
been the grace and pride of the poetic parterre, 
arid has made me involuntary cry out Bravo !— 
From drefs — fccnery — aftion — and the reft of play- 
houfe garniture — it may fhow well and go down- 
like infipid fifh with good fauce ; — the Prologue 
is well — the Epilogue worth the whole — fuch is 
my criticifm — read — ftare — and conclude your 
friend mad-^tho' a more Chriftian fuppofition* 
would be — (what's true at the fame time) that my 
ideas are frozen, much more frigid than the play ; 
i— but allowing that — and although I confefs my- 
felf exceeding cold, yet* I have warmth enough to 
declare myfelf yours fincerely, 

I. SANCHO. 

Love and many happy new years to the ladies. 



LETTER XLII. 
TO MR. M . 



February 9, 1 777. 

Zounds! if alive — ^what ails you ? if dead — ^why 
did you not fend me word ? — ^Where's my Tri- 
ftram ?— What, are all bucks alike ?— all pro- 
7 
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mifc and no— but I won't put myfelf in a pafilion 
' — Diavc but one foot and no head — go to — why, 
what a devil of a rate doft thou ride at anathema- 
tizing and reprobating poor -~— ! Phol thou 
fimpleton — he dcfervcs thy pity — and whoever 
harbours a grain of contempt for his fellow crea-, 
tures — either in the fchool of poverty or misfor^ 
tune — that being is below contempt— and lives 
the fcorn of men — and fhame of devils. — ^Thou 

(halt not think evil of- ; nor fhallhej either 

by word or thought^ difpraifingly {peak or think 
of M . 

In regard to thy N — — , thou art right — guard 
her well — but chiefly guard her from the trsutor in 
her own fair breaft, which, while it is the feat of 
purity and unfuUied honor — fancies its neighbours 
to be the fame — ^nor fees the ferpent in the flowery 
foliage — till it fl:ings — and then farewell fweet 
peace and its attendant riches. 

I have only time to thank you for the leaves, and 
to lament your want of perfpicuity in writing. — 
My love to George when you fee him — and two 
loves to Nancy — ^Tell her I could fold her ^o my 
bofom with the fame tender prcflfure I do my girls 
— fhut my eyes—- draw her to my heart — and call 
her daughter !— And thou, monkey-face, write mc 
a decent letter— or you flidll have another trim- 
ming from yours, 

I. SANCItO* 
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Look'ye, Sir, I write to the ringing of the (hop- 
door bell— I write — betwixt ferving— gofliping — 
and -lying. Alas 1 what cramps to poor genius 



! 



For THE GENERAL ADVERTISER. 

The Outline of a Plan for eftablifhing a mod refpc^table Body of 
Seamen, to the Number of 20, 000, to be ever ready for the 
manning a Fleet upon twelve Days' Notice. 

The propofer is humbly of opinion, that his plan 
is capable of many wholefome improvements, 
which he thinks would prove no unprofitable ftudy, 
even to the Lords of the Admiralty. 

Ift, Let the number of feamen, now upon aftual 
fervice, be each man inroUed upon His Majefty's 
books, at the rate of 5L per annum for life i let 
them alfo receive the fame quarterly, or half-yearly, 
upon pcrfonal application. 

ndly, Let books be opened for them in all His 
Majefty's different yards and fea-ports, and there 
their dwelling, age, time they have fcrved, &c. 
to be fairly entered : each man to bring a certifi- 
cate from his ftiip, figned by the captim, or fome 
one he fliall pleafe to depute. 

o 
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nidly. As an encouragement to His Majcfty's 
fervice, and population at the fame time, let there 
be inftituted in each of the fhip-yards, or ports, 
&c. of thefe kingdoms, a kind of afylum, or houfc 
of refuge, for the fons of thefe honeft tars, to be 
received therein at the age of fix years -, there to 
be taught navigation, or, after the conimon fchool 
learning, to be bound to fuch parts of fhip- build- 
ing as they by nature are moil inclined to : fuch 
as choofe fca fervice, to be difpofed on board His 
Majefty's fhips at fifteen years old, and to be en- 
rolled upon the penfion-books after ten years' faith- 
ful fervice, unleis better provided for. 

Might not there be fome plan hit on to employ 
the daughters, as well as fons, of poor failors ? 
Do not our Fifheries (if they Ihould ever happen 
to be attended to) open many doors of ufeful em- 
ployment for both fcxcs ? 

To defray the above, I would advife the fol- 
lowing methods : 

Firft, The penfion of 5/. per man for 20,000 
amounts only to ico,ooo/. ; let this be taken 
from the Irilh lift; it will furely be better em- 
ployed than in the prefent mode for Penfioners 
of n^blc blood. 

Secor.dly, Let the book- and office-keepers at 
the different yards, ports, &c. be collcfted from 
undcr-officers who have ferved with reputation : 
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it will be a decent retreat for them in the evening 
of life, and only a grateful reward for paft fcrvicc. 
May fome able hand, guided by a benevolent 
heart, point out andftrongly recommend fomething' 
of this fort, that the honoured naitie of England 
may be refcued from the fcandalous cenfure of 
man-ftealing,and from the ingratitude alfo of let- 
ting their prcfervers perilh in the time of peace! 

lam. Sir, yours, &c. 

AFRICANUS. 



LETTER XLIIL 
TO MR. M 



July 27, 1777. 

Go-to !— The man who vifits church twice in one 
day, muft either be religious— curious—or idle 
—whichever you pleafe, my dear friend— turn ic 
the way which beft likes you— I will cheerily fub- 
fcribc to it.— By the way, Harrifon was infpired 
this morning— his text was from Romans— chapter 
the— verfe the— both forgot >— but the fubjcft was 
to prefent heart, mind, foul, and all Hie affedions 
—a living facrifice to God j— he was moft glori- 
oully animated, and feemcd to have imbibed the 
very fpirit and manners of the great apoftle.— Our 
afternoon orator was a ftranger to me-rhe was bl^H 

G 2 
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with a good, clear, and wcU-toncd articulate voice ; 
—he preached from the Ffalms — and to6k great 
pains to prove that God knew more than we — 
that letters were the fountain of our knowledge— 
that a man in Weftminfter was totally ignorant of 
what was going forward in Whitechapcl — that wc 
might have fome memory of what we did lall 
week — but have no fort of conjefture of what wc 
fliall do to-morrow, &c. &c.— Now Harrifon's 
whole drift was that we fliould live the life of angels 
here— in order to be fo in reality hereafter— The 
other good foul gave us wholcfome mattei- of fadt 
— They were both right — (but I fear not to fpeak 

my mind to my M ^ who, if he condemns my 

head, will, I am fure, acquit my heart).— You 
have read and, admired Sterne's Sermons — ^which 
chiefty inculcate praftical duties, and paint bro- 
therly love and the true^ Chriftian charities in fuch 
beauteous glowing colours — that one cannot help 
wifhing to feed the hungry— clothe the naked, 
&c. &c. — I would to God, my friend, that the 
great lights of the church would exercife their ora* 
torical po^yers upon Yorick's plan : — the heart and 
paflions once lifted under the banners of bleft Phi- 
lanthropy, would naturalljr afcend to the redeem- 
ing God — flaming with grateful rapture. — Now I 
have obferved among the modern Saints — whopro- 
fefs to pray without ceafmg — that they are fo fully 
taken up with pious mcditati(:ns — and fo wholly 
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abforbcd in the love of God — that they have little 
if any room for the love of man.— If I am wrong, 
tell me fo honeftly — the cenfure- of a friend is of 
more value than his money — and to fubmit to 
conviiSHon, is a proof of good fenfc. — I made 

my bow to-night to Mrs. H- ; the reft of 

the rogues were out — bright-eyed S and all* 

— ^Mrs. H-^ fays that you are hypped — 

Nonfenfe !— few can rife fuperior to pain— and the 
head, I will allow, is a part the moft Jenfthle if 
afFefted— but even then you are not obliged to 
ufe more motion than you like— Though I can 
partly feel the awkward fenfations, and uncafy re- 
flexions, which will often arife upon the leaft ail of 
fo precious a member as theeye-^yet certain lam, 
the more you can be mafter of yourfclf (I mean 
as to cheerfulnefs, if not gaiety of mind) the better 
it will of courfe be with you. — I hope G is 

well — and that you ride often to fee him I make 
no doubt^ — ^I like the monkey — I know not for why, 
nor does it fignify a button — but furc he is good- 
tempered and grateful — but what's that to me ?— 
Good night— the clock talks of eleven. 

Yours, &c. 

I. SANCHO. 



«3 
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LETTER XLIV. 

TO MR. M 

July 25, 1777. 

Yes— too true it is — for the many (aye, and 
fome of thofc many carry their heads high) — too 
true for the miferable — the needy — the fick — for 
many, alas ! who now may have no helper — for the 

child of folly poor S , and even for thy worth- 

lefs friend Sancho. — It is too true that the Almighty 
has called to her rich reward — (he who, whilft on 
cartli, approved herfclf his bed delegate.— How 
blind, how filly, is the mortal who places any truft 
or hope in aught but the Almighty ! — ^Youare juft, 
beautifully juft, in your (ketch of the viciflitudes 
of worldly blifs.— We rife the lover— dine the 
hufband — and too oft, alas ! lie down the forlorn 
widower.— Never fo ftruck in my life !— It was 
on Friday night, between ten and eleven, juft 
preparing for my concluding pipe — the Duke of 

M 's man knocks — '' Have you heard the 

bad new^P'WNo— *'The Duchefs ofQueenlberry 
died laft night/'— I felt fifty different fenfations — 
unbelief was uppermoft— when he crulhed my in-, 
credulity, by faying he had been to know how his 
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Grace did — who was alfo very poorly in health. 
—Now the preceding day,. Thurfday (the day on 
which fhc expired), I had received a very peni- 
tential letter from S , dated from St. Helena ; 

— this letter I enclofed in a long tedious epiftle of 
my own — and fent to Peterlham, believing the 
family to be all there, — ^Thc day after you left 
town her Grace died— that day week flic was at 
my door — the day after I had the honor of a long 
audience in her drefling- room. —Alas ! this hour 
bleflcd with health — crowned with honors — ^loaded 
with riches, and encircled with friends — the next 
reduced to a lump of poor clay — a tenement for 
worms. — Earth re-poflcfles part of what flie gave 
— and the freed fpirit mounts on wings of fire : — 
her diforder was a ftoppage — flie fell ill the even- 
ing of the Friday that I laft faw her — continued 
in her full fenfes to the laft. — The good flie had 
done reached the flcies long before her lamented 
death — and are the only heralds that are worth the 
purfuit of wifdom : — as to her bad deeds, I have 
never heard of them— had it been for the beft:, 
God would ha ve^ lent her a little longer to a foolifti 
world, which hardly deferved fo good a woman: 
— for my own part: — I havp loft a friend — and 
perhaps *tis better fo. — ^^ Whatever is," &c. 

&c, — I wifli S knew this heavy news, for 

many reafons.--^ — ^I am inclined to believe her 
Crace*s death is the only thing that will moft con- 
04 
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duce to his reform, — I fear neither his gratitude 
nor fenfibility will be much hurt upon hearing 
the news — it will aft upon his fears, and make 
him do rigbf upon a iafe principle.— *Hang him ! 
he teafes me whenever I think of him. — ^I fupped 

laft night with St i he called in juft now, 

and fays he has a right to be remembered to you, 
— ^You and he are two odd monkeys — the more I 
abufe and rate you, the better friend you think 
me.— As you have found out that your fpirit$ 
govern your head-^you will of courfe contrive 
every method of keeping your inftrument in tune; 
fure I am that bathings-priding — walking — in fuc-r 
ceffion — the two latter not violent, will brace 
your nerves — purify your blood — invigorate its 
circulation— ^Add to the reft continency — yes, again 
I repeat it, continency ; — before you reply, think 
— re-think — and think again — look into your 
Bible — ^Ibok in Toung — peep into your own breaft 
— if your heart warrants what your head counfels, 
aft then boldly. — Oh ! apropos — pray thank my 

noble friend Mrs, H for her friendly prcfent 

of currant-jelly : it did Mrs. Saqcho fervice, and 
does poor Billy great good — who has (through hi? 
teeth) been plagued with a cough— which I hope 
will not turn to the whooping fort. — The girls greet 
you as their refpefted fchool-mafter. — As to your 

fpirited kind offer of a f ^ why when you 

plcafe — you know whj^t I intend doing with it, 
3 
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Poor Lady S , I find, ftill lingers this fide 

the world.— Alas! when will the happy period 
arrive that the fons of mortality may greet each 
other with the joyful news, that fin, pain, forrow, and 
death, are no more ! (kies without clouds, eardi 
without crimes, life without death, world without 
end !— peace, blifs, and harmony, where -the 
Lord — God —All in all — King of kings — Lord of 
lords — reigncth— omnipotent— for ever— for ever 1 

—May you, dear M , and all I love — yea the 

whole race of Adam, join with myimworthy weak 
fclf, in the ftupendous — aftoniihing — foul-cheer- 
ing Hallelujahs !— where Charity may be fwallowed 
up in Love — Hope in Blifs— and Faith in glo- 
rious Ccruinty ! — We will mix, my boy, with 
all countries, colours, faiths— -*fee the count- 
lefs multitudes of the firft world— the myriads 
defcended from the Ark — the Patriarchs— Sages — 
Prophets — and Heroes ! My head turns round at 

the vaft idea ! We will mingle with them and 

to unnni^ft the vaft chain of blcfled Providence— 
which puzzles and baffles human underftanding. 
Adieu. 

yours, &c. 

I. SANCHO. 
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LETTER XLV. 
TO MR. M . 



August 8. 1777, 



** Know your own se}( presume not God to scan ; 
** The only science of mankind, is man."* 

JLhbre is fomething fo amazingly grand— fo 
ftupendoufly afFcfting — in the contemplating the 
works of the Divine Architcft, either in the mor;d 
or the intellcftual world, that I think one may 
rightly call it the cordial of the foul — it is the 
phyfic of the mind — and the beft antidote againft 
weak pride — and the fupcrcilious murmurings of 
difcontcnt.— Smoking my morning pipe, the 
friendly warmth of that glorious planet the fun— 
the leniency of the air — the cheerful glow of the 
atmofphcre — made me involuntarily cry, " Lx)rd, 
" what is man, that thou in thy mercy art fo 
*' mindful of him ! or what the fon of mail, that 
*' thou fo parentally carcil for him!" David, 
whofe heart and afFedions were naturally of the 
firft kind (and who indeed had experienced blef- 
fings without number), pours forth the grateful 
fentiments of his enraptured foul in the fweeteft 
modulations of pathetic oratory. — The tender 
mercies of the Almighty are not Icfs to many of 
his creatures— but their hearts^ unlike the royal 
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difpofition of the fhcpherd King, are cold, and'un- 
tx>uchcd with the fwcct ray of gratitude,— Let us, 
without meanly fheltering our infirmities under the 
example of others— perhaps worfp taught—or 
poffeft of lefs. leifure for felf-examination — let 
us, my dear M— — , look into purfclves — and, 
by a critical examination of the paft events of our 
lives, fairly confefs what mercies we have received 
— ^what God in his goodnefs hath done for us — 
and how our gratitude and praifc have kept pace 
in imitation of the fon of Jeffe. — Such a refearch 
would richly pay us-^for the f nd would be con- 
viftion— fo much on the fide of miraculous mercy 
— fuch an unanfwerable proof of the fuperinten- 
dency of Divine Providence, as would efFeftually 
cure us of ralh defpondency^— and melt our hearts 
with devotional afpirations— till we poured forth 
the efFufions of our fouls in praife and thanks- 
giving. — ^When I fometimes endeavour to turn 
my thoughts inwards, to review the power or pro- 
perties the indulgent all-wife Father has endowed 
me with, I am ftruck with wonder and with a^yc 
ir^worm, poor infignificant reptile as I am, with 
regard to fuperior beings-^mortal like myfelf. — 
Amongft, and at the very head of our riches, I 
reckon the power of reflcdion: — Where ? where, 
my friend, doth it lie ?— Search every member 
from the toe to the nofe-^all — all ready for aftion 
•w-byt all dead to thought — It lies not in matter-^ 
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nor in the blood — it is a party, which though we ' 
feci and acknowledge, quite paft the power of de- 
finition — it is that breath of life which the Sacred 
Architeft breathed into the noftrils of the firft man 
— image of his gracious Maker— and let it animate 
our torpid gratitude — it rolls on, although dimi- 
©ifhed by our cruel fall, through the whole race 
— " We are fearfully and wonderfully made,*' &c. 
&c. were the fentiments of the Royal Preacher 
upon a felf-review — but had he been bleffed with 
the full blaze of the Chriftian difpenfation — what 
would have been his raptures ! — the promife of 
never, never-ending cxiftenceand felicity — topof- 
fefs eternity— " glorious dreadful thought!" — to 
rife, perhaps, by regular progreflTion from pla- 
net to planet — to behold the wonders of immen- 
fity — to pafs from good to better — increafing in 
goodnefs — knowlcdgc-^love — to glory in our Re- 
deemer — to joy in ourfelves — to be acquainted 
with prophets, fages, heroes, and poets of old 
times — and join in fymphony with angels ! — ^And 
now, my friend, thou fmileft at my futile notions 
—Why preach to thee ? — For this very good and 
fimple reafon, to get your thoughts in return.— 
You fhall be my philofopher«^my Mentor— my 
friend : — you, happily difengagcd from various 
cares of life and family, can review the little worl(|. 
of man with fleadier eye, and more compofed 
thought, than your friend, declming faft into the 
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rale of years, and bcfct with infirmity and paiii. 
•—Write now and then, as thought prompts, and 
inclination leads — refute my errors — where I am 
juft, give me your plaudit.— Your welfare is truly 
dear in my fight — and if any man has a ftiare in 
my heart, or commands my refpeft and efteem, it 
is J M . 

Witnefs my mark, 

I. SANCHO. 



LETTER XLVI. 
TO MR, M . 



August 14, 1777. 

My dear M , I know full well thy filcncc 

muft proceed from ill health. To fay it concerns 
me, is dull nonfenfe — felf-lovc without principle 
will infpire even Devils with afFeftion: — by fo 
much lefs as thou apprehendefl: thy friend has dia- 
bolical about him — fo may ft thou judge of his 
feelings towards thee, — ^Why wilt thou not part 
with thy hair ? Moft affuredly I do believe it would 
relieve thee paft meafure — ^Thou doft not fancy thy 
ftrength (like Samfon's the Ifraclite) liech in thy 
hair. Remember, he was fliorn thro' folly — he loft 
his wits previous to his lofing his locks — Do thou 
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cOrtfcnt to lofc thine, in order to favc thy better 
judgment. — ^I know no worfe foul-finking pain 
than the head-ach, though (thank Heaven!) 
I am not often vifited with it. — I long to fee 
thee — and will foon — if in my power. — Some 
odd folks would think it would have been but good 
manners to have diank'd you for the fawn — but 
then, fays the punfter, that would have been fo 

like/jw^-ing— which J. M loves not — no^ nor 

Sancho either — 'tis the hypocrite's key to the 
great man's heart — 'tis the refource of cowardly 
curs — and deceitful b — ^p — s : —it is the fpaniel's 

fort— and man's difgrace : — it is In fhort, the 

day is fo hot — that I cannot fay at prefent any more 
about it — but that the fawn was large, frefli, and 
wx)rthy the giver, the receiver, and the joyous 
fo6ls that ate it. — Billy has fufFered much in get- 
ting his teeth — ^I have juft wilhed him joy by his 
mother's defire, who fays that he took rcfolution 
at laft, and walked to her fome few fteps quite 
alone: — albeit it gave me no fmall pleafure;— 
yet, upon confideration, .what I approve of 
now perhaps (Ihould I live to fee him at man's 
cftate) I might then difapprove — unlcfs God's 
grace Ihould as ably fupport him through the 
quick-fands, rocks, and flioalsoflife — as it has, 
happily, the honcft being I am now writing to.— 
God give you health! — your own conduft will 
fecure peace — your friends bread.— As to honors, 

7 
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leave it with titles — to knaves— and be content 
with that of an hoi^cft man, 

*' the noblcft work of God." 

Shave — (have — fhave. 

Farewell ! Yours fincerely, 

r. SANCHOt 



LETTER XLVn. 

TO MISS C . 



August 15, 1777. 

I WAITED, in hopes that time or chance might 
furnifh me with fomething to fill a Iheet with 
better than the praifes of an old man. — ^What have 
youth and beauty to do with the fquabbling con- 
tentions of mad ambition ? — Could I new-model 
Nature — your fex fhould rule fupreme — there 
fhould be no other ambition but that ofpleafingthe 
ladies — no other warfare but the contention of ob- 
fcquious lovers — nor any glory but the blifs of 
being approved by the Fair. — ^Now confefs that 
this epiftle opens very gallant, and allow this to 
be a decent return to one of the beft and moft fcnfi- 
blc letters thatL Wells has produced this cen- 
tury paft. — ^I much wilh for the pleafing hopes raifcd 
by yoi T ^bligingkttcr, that my good friend's health 
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is reftored fo fully, that (he has by this time forgot 
what the pains in the ftomach mean -, — ^that (he has 
fent all her complaints to the lake of Lethe — and 
is thinking foon to enliven our part of the world, 
enriched with health, fpirits, and a certain be- 
witching benignity of countenance— which cries 
out, Diflike me if you can. — I want to know what 
conquefts you have made— what favages converted 
— ^whom you have fmiled into felicity, or killed by 
rejeftion — ^andhowthc noble Matter of Ceremonies 

acquits himfelf, John S ,Efq. I mean.— I hear 

my friend R will be in town this week, to my 

great comfort — for, upon my confcience, except- 
ing my family, the town to me is quite empty.'— 

Mrs, R is gone to Bury — and the good man 

is toiling, a lonely and forlorn objcftt — ^Mrs. Sancho 
joins in every good and grateful wifh for your 

amiable friend, widi, dear Mifs C , your 

obliged friend and humble fcrvant. 



X. SANCHO. 



LETTER XLVIIL 
TO MR. M 



August 25, 1777. 

Jack-asses. 

My gall has been plentifully ftirred — ^by the bar- 
barity of a fet of gentry, who every morning offend 
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Street to and from market — they vend potatoes 
in the day — and thieve in the night feafon. — ^A tall 
lazy villain was bcftriding his poor beaft (although 
loaded with two panniers of potatoes at the fame 
time), and another of his companions was good- 
naturedly employed in whipping the poor finking 
animal — ^that the gentleman-rider might enjoy the 
two-fold pleafure of blafphemy and cruelty — This 
is a too common evil — and, for the honor of ratio- 
nality, calls loudly for redrefs. — I do believe.it 
might be in fome meafure amended— *either by a 
hint in the papers, of the utility of impreffing fuch 
vagrants for the king's fervice— or by laying a 
heavy tax upon the poor Jack-affes — ^I prefer the 
former, both for thy fake and mine ; — and, as I 
am convinced we feel inftinftively the injuries of 
ow fellow creatures y I do infift upon your exer- 
cifing your talents in behalf of the honell fuiFercrs, 
—I ever had a kind of fympathedc (call it what 
you pleafe) for that animal — and do I not love you? 
•—Before Sterne had wrote them into refpcft, I had 
a friendlhip for them — and many a civil greeting 
have I given them at cafual meetings— What has 
ever (with me) ftamped a kind of uncommon value 
and dignity upon the long-ear'd kind of the Ipe- 
cics, is, that our bleflcd Saviour, in his day of 
worldly triumph, chofe to ufe that in preference 
to the reft of his own bleflcd creation—" meek 

H 
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and lowly, ridihg upon an afs/' I am convinced 
chat the general inhunuuiity of mankind proceeds 
— firft, from die curfcd fidfc principle of conunon 
education — and, fecondly, from a total indif- 
ference (if not difbclief) of the Chriftian faith, 
-^A heart and mind impreffed with a firm 
belief of the Chriftian tenets, muft of courfc 
cxercife itfelf in a conftant uniform general 
philanthropy— Such a being carries his heaven 
in his breaft — ^and fuch be thou! Therefore 
write me a bitter Philippick againft the mifufers 
of Jack-afles — it (hall honor a column in the 
Morning Poft— and I will bray — bray my thanks 
to you — thou (halt figure away the champion of 
poor friendlefs afles here — and hereafter fhalt not 
be alhamed in the great day of retribution. 

Mrs. Sancho would fend you fome tamarinds. — 
I know not her reafons ; — as I hate contenticwi?, 
I contradicted not — but flirewdly ftifpeft flic 
thinks you want cooling. — Do you hear. Sir ? 
fend me fome more good news about your head* 
- Your letters will not be the lefs welcome for 

talking about J M , but pray do not let 

vanity fo matter your judgment, to fancy your- 
felf upon a footing with George for well-looking 
—If you were indeed a proof fhect, you was^ 
marred in the taking off— for Geosge aflk the girls) 
is certainly the faireft imprelfion. 

I had an order from Mr.Hcnderfbn on Thurfday 
5 
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flight to Ice him do Falftaff— 1 piit ibmc money to 
it, and took Mary and Bctfy with me — ^It was 
Betty's firft afiair-^and fhe enjoyed it in truth—* 
Hcnderfon's Falftaff is ^entirely original — andlthink 
as great as his Shylock :-— he kept the houfe in a 
contmual roar of laiighter|:— ^in fomc things he 
falls fhort of Quin— -in many I think him equal.—- 
When I faw Quin play> he was at the height of his 
HM^ with thirty years judgment to guide him« 
Henderfon> in leven years more, will be all that bet- 
ter— and confeffedly the firft man on the Englifh 
ftage^or I am much miftakent 

I am reading a little pamphlet, which I much 
like t it favours an opinion which I have long in-^ 
dulged'— which is the improbability of eternal 
Pamnation^-^ thought which almoft petrifies one 
^— and^ in my opinion^ derogatory to the fullnefs^ 
gloryi and benefit of the blefled expiation of the 
Son of the Moft High God — who died for the fins 
•f all— all— Jew, Turk, Infidel^ and Heretic i— 
fidr-— fallow — brown — tawny-— black— andyouand 
I— and every fon iwd daughter of Adam*— You 
muft find eyes to rea4 this book— head and heart, 
with a quicknels of conception, thoU enjoyeft*— 
lirith many— many advantages— which have the 
love— and envy almoft of yours, 

I. SANCHO. 



Rfcfpefts in folio to Mrs. H- 
H a 
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LETTER XUX. 

TO MIL R . 

August 27, 1777« 
DEAR FRIEND, 

Whether this finds you officially parading on 
Newmarket turfs — or in the happier focicty of the 
good geniuses of B— — — Houfc— may it find you 
well — in good joyous fpirits — gay, debonair — 
happy at heart — happy as I have feen my mean- 
ing exprefs'd in the countenance of my friend 

Mrs. C , where humanity— humility— and 

good-will — have outfhone beauty — in one of 
the fineft faces of your country — ^But this be- 
tween ourfelves : — and pray how does the aforcfaid 
lady do ? — ^Does fhe ride, walk, and dance, with 
moderation ?— and can you tell me that fhe con- 
tinues as well as when fhe firft went down ? — and 
ftill finds good from her weftern expedition ? — ^And 

the litdc Syren Mifs C ?— Have there no 

letters, fcnt by Cupid's poft, fticking on the ar- 
row's point, been picked up about your grounds,* 
blown by weftern breezes acrofs the country ? — 
Tell her nothing can ever hurt her but Love and 
Time, — May Love bring her happinefs, and Time 
honour ! — ^As to wealth — may fhe have no more 

9 
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than fhe can manage with comfort and credit ! 

Monfieur L 's letter is a good one — and I 

think it would make one laugh even in the gout. 
—God blefs his old boy — for he is a true type of 
beggarly pride — cunning — narrow-hearted — vain 
and mein-i-one of Satan's dupes — who do his dirty 
work for a little worldly tralh— and cheat them- 
felves at laft. — I know a man who delights to 
make every one he can happy— that fame man 
treated fomehoneft girls with expcnfcs for a Vaux- 
hall evening.— If you ftiould happen to know him, 
you may tell him from me — that laft night— three 
great girls — a boy — and a fat old fcUow — ^were as 
happy and pleas'd as a fine evening —fine place 
—good fongs — much company— and good mufic 
could make them. — Heaven and Earth ! — how 
happy, how delighted were the girls ! — Oh ! the 
pleafures of novelty to youth ! — We went by 
water — ^had a coach home — ^were gazed at — fol- 
lowed, &c. &c. — but not much abufed, — ^I muft 
break oflF before I have half finifhcd — ^for Mr. 
— — is juft come in — ^You are not the firft good 
friend that has been neglcded for ^ fop, 

IGN. SANCHO. 



H3 
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LETTER L, 
TQMR. M 



J FEEL it long fince I heard from you — ^vcry longf 
fincc I faw you — and three or four days back had 
fomc notion I ihould never, in this paltry worldj, 
fee thee ^ain— But (thanks to the Father of 
Mercies!) I am better, and have a higher rclilh 
of health and cafe, from contrafting the blcfllng? 
with the pains I have endured, — ^Would to God 
you could fay that your dizzy difmal hcadrach$ 
were flown t;o the moon, or embarked for Lapland 
r— there to be tied up m a witch's bag^w^and fold 
^o Beelzebub with a cargo of bad winds — rreligious 
quarrels — politics — my gout-— and our America^ 
grievances ! — But what arc you about in your 
laft (where you dropped the candid friend and af-r 
fumed the flatterer), — ^You hinted as if there ws^Si 
a chance of feeing you in Charles Street : I wifh it 
much,— My friend, I h^vt had a week's gout in 
my hand, which was by much too hard for my 
philofophy, — I am convinced, let the Stoics fay 
what they liftr-that pain is an evil :— in fliort, I 
was wifhing for death — and little removed from 
madncfs — But (thank Heaven !) I am much better 
^my fpirits will be mended if I hear from yov-5 
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better ftill to fee you.— I find it painful to write 
much, and learn that two hands are as neceilary in 
writing as eating*— You fee I write, like a lady 
from one corner of the paper to the other.— My 
refpefts— and love— and admiration— and com- 
pliments — to Mrs. ^ and Mrs, and Mifs 

Tell Mitchell^ he kept his word in calling to fee xis 
before he left town!— I hope||confound the mk . 
what a blot ! Now don't you dare fiippofe I was in 
fault — No,Sir,thepenwasdiabled— thepaperworfej 
•-T-there was a concatenation of ill-forted chances 
w--all— all—coincided to contribute to that fatal blot 
—which has fo difarranged my ideas, that I muft 
perforce finilh before I had half difburthened my 

head and heart.«— But is N a good girl ?— 

And how does my honcft George do ? Tell Mrs. 

H ^ what yoy plcafc in the handfome way of 

pe.-c-Farewell, I will write no more nonfenfe this 
pight-^tl>at's flat, 

ION. SANCHO. 

How do you like the print ?-«^Mr. Dm ■ fyys^ 
pind his wife feys the fame, that you arc exceed* 
^gly clever — and they Ihall be happy to do any 
thing which is produced by the fame hand 

which did the original-^-and if Mn D ^ 

can be of any iervice to you in the etching, yon 
may command him when you pleafe. 

»4 
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LETTER LI. 

TO MR. M . 

September 16, 1777* 

Silt, he is the confoundcd*ft dunderhead — fap- 
fcuU —looby — clodpate— nincompoop —ninny- 
hammer^— bopby^chick— farcical — loungibufs — 
blunderbufs — this good day in the three kmgdoms J 
—You would blefs yourfelf, were it poflible for you 
to analyfe fuch a being — not but his heart is fuf- 
ceptibje ofakipd of friendly warmth — but then 
fo curfcd carelefs — ever in a hurry — ever in the 
wrong, at beft but blundering about the right. — 
Why now, for example, when you fent the pig, 
1 can make oath^ if need be, that the dunce I 
^ak of longed more for a letter than the animal 
—The balket was fearched with hurry — not care j 
— ^No letter ! — Well it can't be helped— his head 
4chM— he had not time, &c. &c. — ^The pig 
was difcngaged from the balket — the ftraw con-? 
figned to the chimney.— This being rather a 
coolifh morning, a iitde fire wa$ thought necef-r 
fary — ^and in raking up the loofc dirty wafte fluff 
under the grate, there appeared a very blopdy 
letter, which feemed unopened : — your hand-writ- 
ing was difcemible through the dirt and blood: 
•»r^u|ipfity and affcftion ran a race to pick u|t 
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and examine it — ^when, behold, it proved to be 
the companion of the pig ! but fo effaced widi 
blood — that very — ^very little of my friend's good 
fenfe could be made out. — ^Your poor letter is z 
type of what daily happens— merit opprefled and 
fmothered by mbbilh. — ^Alas! poor letter, it 
Ihared the fate, the poor world, which we in* 
habit, will hereafter undergo— one bright gleam 
of imitation of the mind that dictated it — ^fomc 
few Iparks. — ^Alas ! alas I my poor letter — ^pa& 
tut a few years — perhaps a few months — thy ge- 
nerous friendly compoft may — thy friend whofc 
teart glows while he writes — ^who feels thy worth 

—yea and reveres it too. ^Nonfenfe — ^Why wc 

Jtnow the very hinges of our laft cradles will ruft 
mid moulder ; — ^j^nd that, in the courfe of another 
century, neither flefh, bone, coffin, or nail— will 
be difcernible from mother earth. — Courage- 
While we live, let us livc-^to Virtue — ^Friendfliip 
—Religion — Charity — then drop (at death's call) 
our cumbrous (you are thin) load of flcfh, and 
mount in fpirit to our native home. — Blcfs us, at 
what a rate have I been travelling ! — ^I am quite 
out of breath— Why, my friend, the bufinefs was 
to thank you for the pig. — Had youfeen the group 
of heads — aye, and wife ones too — that aflcmbled 
at the opening of the fardel-rrthe exclamations— 
Oh ! the fineft — fatteft — cleancft — why, fir, it 
yrzs dt pig of pigs i— the pettitoes gave us a good 
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yourpig was well eat— i( dined us Sunday and Mon^ 
day,--f-Now^ to fiiy trmh> I do not Jove pig— Hner€«» 
ly pig J like not— rbut pork comcd*^alias-*ialted 
•—either roaft or boiled-«rI will eat againft any 
filthy Jew naturalized— or under the bann,— On 
Satufday-night the newfman brought n^e the two 

papers of J 13th and 2pth j— bright joyful did 

I receive thein — I ran to Mrs, Sancho--»r-with I 
beg you will read my friend's fenfible and fpirited 
defence of— of, &c-— ^he read— ^though it hrckc 
jn upon her work — ^Ihe approved j — but chancp or 
fortune-?-or ilHuck^^^aror what eyer you mean by 
accident— rhas played us a confounded trick — for 
fince Saturday they have — both paper&RpKlifapr 
pearcd~-without hands— or legs— or eyes — for 
no one has fecn them .-rrBurcau-s— boxes— cup-r 
boards— !>drawers«mparlour — chamber-f-fhop — all 
•^all has been rummaged— pockets— »port*folioiM 
holes— comers — all been fearched. — Did you fee 
diem ?— -did you ? — Where can they be ? — I know 
notF— nort— Norl^— PutGoddocs ! — Omnipotence 
knoweth all things.— It has vexed mc^^frettcd 
dame Sancho— teafcd the children — but fo it is^ 
—Hereafter I fuppofe they will be fbupd in fome 
obvious (though now unthought of) place; and 
then it will be, Qood Lord^ who could have 
fhought it ! 
Where is the Jofk^a/i bufinefs ?— Pa mt be lazy 
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«f4 feel myfelf a party concerned^-^^nd when I 
f<c yoU| Ihavc a deltctous ipoir&l of true fcfmnim 
^mct ^nd gf nf rofiQf to fliew yoiu— I fhaU not ajxK 
lo£^ze for this ch}4c epiftk^-^buttparl^ andremack-^ 
I do thank yon in th<; name of cy^ry Sancho^ fau^-^ 
fclf— They atp and were filled j~I hay? r^afon tm 
(hankyou«— >but-^as I do not aflfe^ pig^-^ a pig* 
gifh fenfcv^ hp)d myf^ pxcepttdf-^-and^ al- 
though I did eat— and did ^q cotnmcndj^ y^ I 
vil} not 0iAnk you^ that's poz^ 

The papers are found, as you will fte — ^Hcrc 
is one and a piece-— it has fufiered through igr 
fiorancei — but what cannot be cur?4 niuft be 
f ndufcd^ 

LETTER LEU 
TO MR. ft-— -^ 



SepL tip 1777, 
Mir R2SP£CTED FRIEND;^ 

I FBEL myfelf guilty of aa unmannerly negle6k«>i<« 
in delaying to give my good Mrs. C-— ~ &m^ 
^oun( of xhi^ little commiflions fhe honored mc 
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with* — ^You muft exert your friendly influence, 
in making my peace with her — ^not but that I well 
know mercy has the bleft prepondcrancy in her 
fcale — nor can kindnefs or mercy be lodged in a 
fairer breaft, — ^In faith I am fcarce half alive— yet 
what really is alive about me — hungers to hear 

news from B : firfthow Mrs. C got down 

— and her good companion — ^how her health is. 
Tell her, I hope (he left all her pains behind her — ^If 
fo,I believe I have taken pofleflion of them all — ^Alas, 
my friend, I never was but half fo bad before— 
both feet knocked up at once,, plenty of excru- 
ciating pains, and great lack of patience— Mrs. 
Sancho has had a bleffed week of it — for my com*^ 
panion did not contribute much to the fweetenmg 
my temper— It was the wafhing-week, which you 
know made it a full chance and half better.— She 
was forced to break fugar and attend fhop.— God 
blefs her and reward her ! — fhe is good— good in heart 
good in principle — good by habit — ^good by Hea- 
ven! God forgive me, I had almoft fworn,— - 
Tell me how the ladies got down— how they do ? 

and what they do ? — how you do? — and how 

feels now the broom is hung on his door-top.— 

The certainty that B and its connexions are 

all alive and merry will be a cure for my gout — and 
thoii {halt be fole doftor — as well as firfl friend to 
thy ever obliged true friend, 

I. SANCHO. 
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LETTER LIII. 
TO MR. M 

September 20, 1777, 

** What Reason warrants, and what Wisdom guides* 
•' All else is towering phrensy, or rank folly.'* 

' So sayi ADDISON 

And fo wellknoweth my friend J. M. . Well, 

and what then ? Why, it follows of courfc — that, 
inftead of feeling myfelf delighted and gratefully 
thankful, for — ^I will and muft fpcak out — ^yet if 
thcfe kindneffes coft the pocket of my friend — 
they are not kindneffes to the Sanchos. — For innate 
goodncfs of heart— greatnefs of fpirit — urbanity 
-—humanity—temperance — -juftice — with the whole 
fweet lift of Heaven-born manly virtues — I do^ 
without flattery, give thee (and with pride do I 
avouchit) credit — ^I relpeft thyperfon, andlovcthy 

principles; — but, my goodM , there is a prior 

duty — ^which I dare believe you will never willingly 
be deficient in — and yet your generofity of foul 
may let even fuch a worm as I break into it. — Now, 
that Ihould not be— for take me right — I do not 
mean any thing derogatory to your rank in the 
ivorld— or to the ftrength of your finances 
— ^What Sterne faid of himfelf, that think I of you— 
that you are as good a gentleman as the King- 
but not quite fo rich. — I honor thy feelings— and 
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And am hippy ttutt 1 dm honeftly tzy^ thatl c^n-^ 
ccivc them* — ^Thc joy tof giving and making 
happy is almoft the attribute of a Ood-d«and there 
is as much fweetnefs conveyed to the fenfes by 
doing a right well-natured deed^ as our fi*ame can 
confiftently hezr^^o much fot cbqftifemint — apretty 
way (fibanking. — 'Well, I have critically examined 
thy Ibng-'^fbme parts^ like well-^as it is a maiden* 

head it Ihould be gently treated — ^But why N ? 

Oh 1 Nature, a true psU&on is jealous even of' the 

initials of its miftrcfs's name^ — ^Well, N let 

it be— I will certainly attempt giving it a tune— 
fuch as I can-— the firft leifure — but it muft under- 
go fome little pruning when we meet.— *I have 
had another little vilit^om the gout— and my hand 
yet remembers the rough falute i— my fpirits hav* 
been rather low. — ^Young's ninth nighty the Con* 
Iblation, has been my laft week^s iiudy — it is al^ 
moft divine :— how many times has it raifcd, warm- - 
ed, and charmed me ! — and is ftill new.-*I hope 
you found your mother and honeft Gcof ge as well 
as you wilhed — ^and had the full enjoyment of 
maternal and filial afie^ons. — ^The girls are ram* 
pant well — ^and Bill gains fomething every day.-^ 
The rogue is to excefs fond of me — for which I 
pity him — and myfelf morc^— My refpcAs and 
kind enquiry to your old horfc.-— Tell him 1 wifh 
him better — and am a real friend to honeft brutes 
—fome I could almoft envy.— To fay I am re- 
joiced to hear you are betteri is'tellii^ you no 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Ill 

oews— —Be but as well as I wi(h you — in rich— 
aiKl as good — Sampfon> Solomon^ and the Duke 
dc Pcnthicvrc, will never be comparifons more« 
' — ^Adicu ! 

Yours, &c* 

t* SANCHO. 

I am as melancholy — ^as a tea-kettle when it 
lings (as the maids call it) over a dead fire. 

Oh 1 — but is it N indeed ? — ^Now don't you 

be after humming me — ^Believe me, honey, if I 
never find out the truth, I ihall know it for all 
that* 



LETTER LIV, 
TOMR.S— -w 



October 24, 1777. 

I DEMY it—That I ought to have acknowledged 
your fav6r two weeks ago I confefs — but my 
filence was not fo long— nor broad— nor nifty-— 
nor fufty as yours.— Blithe hcaldi— feftive hours 
— and focial mirth— be thine, my fiiend ! — ^Thy 
letter, though late, was truly welcome — it un- 
bended the brow of care — ^and fufpended, for 

fomc hours, difagreeable thoughts. By St Ra* 

dagundal quoth I — (ramming my noftriU with 
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Hardham) he has catched the mantle, — Alas, poot 
Yorick ! — Oh I that thou hadft, by divine per* 
miillon, been fufFered a little— little longer> 
amongft the moon-ftruck children of this namby 
pamby world ! — Father of light and life I thy 
■will be done :— but furely — ^half the wit — ^half the 
good fenfc— of this prefent age — were interred in 
Sterne's grave. — ^His broad philanthropy, like 
the foul-chccring-rays of the bleffed Sun, inveftcd 
his happy fpirit, and foared into Heaven with it 
-—where, in progreffive rife from blifs to blifs, he 
drinks-in large draughts of rapture, love and 
knowledge, and chants the praifes of redeeming 
love, with joy unbounded and unceafing vigour. 
— ^Your invocation has mounted mt. Merry An- 
drew-like, uponftilts.— I ape you, as monkeys ape 
men by walking upon two. — ^That you have re- 
covered the true tone of your health and fpirits, 
I rejoice — To be happy in dcfpite of fortune fhows 
the Philofopher— the Hero — the Chriftian. — ^I 
muft confefs, my fortitude ( which is wove of very 
flimfy materials) too oft gives way in the rough 
and unfriendly jollies of life: — Madam Fortune^ 
who by the way is a bunter — (and fuch I love not) 
has been particularly crofs and untoward to me 
fince you left us — They fay fhe is fond of fools — 'Ti$ 
felfe and fcandalous — She hates me — and I have 
the vanity to fay and believe— that if folly, Iheer 
folly, had any charms, I fhould ftand as fair in her 
cftcem as A. B. C. D. E. F. — or any of Folly's. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



113 

family through the whole alphabet.— You halted 
at Burleigh — ^You did juft what I wiflicd you to 
do— and left it, I truft, as well m health as you 
cntered^that fwcet manfion — Stopped at Retford— 
and found your venerable parents well — and con- 
tributed to their happinefs — increafed their feli- 
city by the many nice little attentions of filial love 
— "which the goo4 h«art delights in-— and even 
angels approve.-^— And how do the worthy fouls 
of Hull and its environs ? — ^Do they credit thcm- 
felves by efteeming a good-enough kind of mor- 
tal ?— You cannot imagine what hold litde Billy 
gets of me — he grows— pratdes— every day learns 
fomethmg new — and by his good- will would be 
ever in the fhop with me — The monkey ! he clings 
round my legs— and if I chide him or look four, 
he holds up his little mouth to kifs me, — I know 
I am the fool — for parents' weaknefs is child's 
ftrength;— truth orthodox— which will hold good 

between lover and lovee— as well as 

Mrs, Sancho is fo fo— The virgins arc as well 
as youth and innocence — fouls void of care 
and confcienccs of offence can be. — Dame 
Sancho would be better if fbe cared Icfs.— I am 
her barometer— If a figh efcapes me, it is an- 
fwered by a tear in her eye. — I oft afTume a 
gaiety to illume her dear fenfibility with a faiile 
—which twenty years ago almoft bewitched me; 
— and mark! — after twenty years enjoyment — 
conftitutes my higheft pleafure !— Such be your 
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lot — with a competency — fuch as will make oeco- 
iiomy a plcafant acquaintance — temperance and 
exercife your chief phyfician — and the virtues of 
benevolence your daily employ — your pleafurc 
and reward ! — And what more can friendfhip wifh 
you — but to glide down the ftream of time — blcft 
with a partner of congenial principles, and fine 
feelings — true feminine eloquence — whofc very 
looks fpcak tendernefs and fcntiment — ^your in- 
fants growing — with the rofeate bloom of health 
-—minds cultured by their father— expanding 
daily in every improvement?— Bleft little fouls!— 
a d happy — happy parents! — Such be thy lot in 
life — in marriage! — But take a virgin— or a maiden 
to thy arms ; — but — be that as thy fate wills it. 
— Now for news. — Two hours ago (in tolerable 
health and cheery fpirits), confidering his journey 
not fo fatigued as might be expe6ted— followed 
by four fuperb carriages — their Royal Highncflcs 
the Duke and Duchefs of Gloucefter arrived in 
town.— As to America, if you know any thing 
at Hull, you know more than is known in I^ndon. 
—-Samuel Foote, Efq. is dead — a leg was buried 
fome years fince — and now the vfholt foote follows. 
—I think you love a pun.-^Colman i3 the gainer, 
as he covenanted to give him iGodi. per annum^ 
for his patent.-r-In Ihort, Colman is happy in the 
bargain — and I truft Foote is no lofer. — I have 
jpecn poor Mr. de Groote but once— ^and then 
ould not attend %q fpeak with him — as I had 
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cuftomcrs in the fhop. — I waited by appointment 

for Mr. , to get your' honor's addrefs — 

and then three weeks before I could get the franks 
—-a fortnight fince for Mr. — - — — writing to you 
—I call this a firing of beggarly apologies. — ^I told 

M you expefted a line from him — H^ wanted 

faith. — ^I made hin| read your letter — and whaj; 
then ? ''Truly, he was not capable — he had had no 
clailical education — You write with elegance— 
eafe — propriety/' — ^Tut, quoth I, pr'ythee give 
not the reins to pride — Write as I do — juft the ef- 
fiifions of a warm though foolifh heart :— friend- 
Ihip will caft a veil of kindnefs over thy blunders 
■ — they will be accepted with a complacent fmilc 
—and read with the fame eye of kindnefs — ^which 
^duljges now the errors of his fincere friend, 

ION. SANCHOf 

A true genius will always remember to leave 
a fpace — unwritten — to come in contaft with the 
wax or wafer — by which means the reader efcapes 
half an hour's puzzle to make out a fentence ;-— • 
and ever while you live — ^nevcr omit — no— not 
that— What? — What !— Dates ! Dates !— Am not 
I a grocer ? Pun the fccond. 



I 1 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



UTTER LV, 

TO MRS. C 

Charles Street, Nov. 5, 1777% 

Now, whether to addrefs— according to the di- 
ftant, rcferved, cold, mechanical forms of high- 
breeding — where poliflied manners, like ahorfe 
from the manege, prances fantaftic— and, ihackled 
with the rules of art, proudly defpifes fimple na- 
ture J— or fhall I, like the patient, honeft, fober, 
long-ear'd animal— take plain nature's path — and 
addrels you according to my feelings ?— My dear 
friend — you wanted to know the reafon I had 
never addreffed a line to you: — the plain and 
honeft truth is, I thought writing at — was better 
than writing to you — that's one reafon.-- Now a 
fecond reafon is — I know my own we^cncfs too 
well to encounter with your little friend — whom I 
fear as a critic-^and envy as a writer. — Another 
^ reafon is — a cafe of confciencc — ^which fome time 
or other you may have expUined* — ^Reafon the 
fourth'—a fecret — and fo muft be — till the bleffcd 
year 1797 — ^and then if you will deign to converfe 
with an old friend — you fhall know all, — ^Kitty 
fends her refpcfts to Nutts — and her duty to her 
godipothcr. — ^Billy looks wifely by turns — and 
will fpeak for himfelf—if you ihouWcver come to 
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town giun. — The girls all improve in appetite.— 
Mrs, Sancho is tolerably well — and I am yours, 
very ferioufly, 

I. SANCHO. 

P. S. I wrote to my friend R , and then 

made fome modeft demands upon your good- 
natured— There are a fort of people in the world 
(one or two in a large extent of Country) rare 
enough to meet with — and you are one— whom 
nature hath left entirely defencclcfs to the depreda- 
tions of knaves— For my part, I own I have no re- 
morfe when I tax your good-nature — ^which pro- 
ceeds from your having obliged me fo much— 
that I think with the ftrect paupers — when they 
cry — " Good your ladyflup, give me fomething 
*' — you always ufcd to remember your poor old 
** woman/'— Well, but to conclude — We courtiers 
are all alive upon this great good news— the 
Queen, God blefs her ! fafc ; — another Princefs— ' 
Oh the cake and caudle! — ^Then the defeat of 
Wafhintub's army — and the capture of Arnold and 
Sulivan with feven thoufand prifoners — thirteen 
counties return to their allegiance. — All this news is 
believed — the delivery of her Majcfty is certain- 
Pray God the reft tnay be as certain — that this 
curfed carnage of the human fpecies may cnd-^ 
commerce revive — fweet focial peace be extended 
tkroughout the globe — and the Britiiji empire ba 
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ftrongly knit in the never-ending bands of facred 
ffiendfhip and brotherly love ! — Her good Grace 

of P is juft arrived — the Gardens would 

look as they were wont — but for you.— But to 
conclude— the little dance (which I like becaufe I 
made it) — I humbly beg you will make Jack play 
—and amongft you contrive a figure. — The 

Duchefs of vifits the Queen this evening 

—which being a piece of news you may credit— 
and of the utmoft confequence — ^I clofe my very 
fenfible decent epiftle with — and fo God blels 

- you !. — Pray tell Mr. R my thanks for his op- 

liging letter— and that I job him and all his friends 
in honeft gladnefs — ^upon his brother's account. — 
1 fear, alfo, he has had, and ftill has, too much 
praftice. — I have this opinion of him— that his 
humanity will ever be found equal to his Ikill — and 
that he will be a credit to his profeffion — as well 
as a blefling to his patients. — My humble refpefts 

and bed wifhes attend Mifs and ^^eflieurs 

B and S , &c. 

The grand news is not yet officially authentica- 
ted — as no exprefs is yet arrived from the Howes 
-7-the Ifis man of war, which is fuppofed to have 

tiie difpatehes, not being got in 5 — but the K 

^nd Cabinet believe the news to be true, though 
brought by hear-fay-^at fea. 
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LETTER LVI. 

TO MR. S . 

December 20, 1777. 

With the old ftory of the feafon, &c. &c. 
moft fincerely, and amen. 

When Royal David — in the intoxication of fuc- 
cefs — and follijefs of pride — imprudently infifted 
upon the numbering of his people — we are told, 
the Prophet was fent to announce the Divine dif- 
pleafure — and to give him the choice of one of the 
three of the Almighty's heavieft punifhments : — 
in his choice — he Ihowed both wifdom and true 
piety — ^you know the reft.— Now, my friend, thou 
knoweft my weaknefs; — I fincerely believe the 
Sacred Writ — and of courfe look upon war in all 
its horrid a^-rangements as the bittereft curfe that 
can fall upon a people — and this American one — 
as one of the very worft— of worft things : — that 
it is a juft judgement, I do believe — that the eyes 
of our rulers are fhut — and their judgements 
ftone-blind — ^I believe alfo. — The Gazette will 
give you a well-dreft melancholy account — but 
you will fee one thing in it which you will like — 
and that is> the humane folicitude of General 
Burgoyne— for the fafety and good treatment in- 
difcriminately of all his camp-artificers and actcnd- 
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ants.^^-^He is certainly a man of feeling— and I 
regard him more for the grandeur of his mind in 
adverfity — than I fhould in all the triumphal pomp 
of military madnefs.— But let me return^ if pof- 
fiblc, to my fcnfcs. — For God's fake ! what has a 
poor ftafving Ncgroc, with fix children^ to do 
with kings and heroes, and armies and politics ? — 
aye, or poets and painters ?— or artifts— of any 
fort ? quoth Monfieur S True — indubitably 

true. — For your letter, thanks — it Ihould have 
come fooner — better fate, &c, &c. — What have 
I to do with your good or evil fortune — ^health or 
ficknefs — ^wcal or woe ? — I am refolvcd, from 
henceforth, to baniih feelings-^Mifanthrope from 
head to foot !^ — Apropos — not five minutes fince I 
was interrupted, in this fame letter of letters, by 
a pleafant affair — to a man of no feelings. — ^A fel- 
low bolted into the fhop — ^with a countenance in 
which grief and fear Itruggled for maftery.— 
'^ Did you fee any body go to my cart, fir ?*'•— 
" No, friend, how fhould I ? You fee I am writing 
—and how fliould I be able to fee your cart or you 
either in the dark ?*' — "Lord in heaven pity me!" 
cries the man, "what fliall I do? oh ! what Ihall Ido? 
—I am undone ! — Good God ! — I did but go into 
the court here — with a trunk for the lady at Captain 

G *s (I had two to deliver), and fomebody has 

ftole the other. — ^What fliall I do ? — ^what fliall I 
do ?*'— " Zounds, man ! — who ever left their cart in 
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in the night with goods in it, without leaving fomt 
one to watch ?"— " Alack, fir, I left a boy, and 
told him I would give him fomething to Hand by 
the cart, and the boy and trunk are both gone !'' — 
Oh nature ! — oh heart ! — why does the voice of 
diftrcfs fo forcibly knock at the door of hearts, 
but to hint to pride and avarice our common 
kindred — and to alarm fclf-love ?— Mark, I do 
think, and will maintain it — that fclf-love alone, 
if rightly underftood, would make man all that a 
dying Redeemer wills he Ihould be •—But this 
fame ftolen trunk : — the ladies are juft gone out of 
my fhop — they have been here holding a council—- 
upon law and advertifcmcnts. — God help them I 
-—they could not have come to a worfe — ^nor could 
they have found a ftupider or forrier advifer :— 
the trunk was fcen pending between two in the 
Park— and I dare fay the contents by this time arc 
pretty well gutted.?— Laft Sunday I met, coming 

from church, Mr. C : he looks well, better 

than when you left him. — ^I took occaiion, as we 
were prating about and about your worfhip— to 
pin Mr. de Groote's intereft upon the flcirts of his 
feelings: — ^he dcfued, when I faw him next, I 
would fend him into Crown-ftreet — ^which I rcli- 
gioufly performed — but have not feen Mr. dc 
Groote fincc.— In truth, there is (defpite of his 
nofe) fo much of the remains of better times— 
fomcwhat of the gentleman and artift in ruins- 
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fbmcthing creative of reverence as well as pity- 
that I have wiflied to do more than I ought— 
though at the fame time too little for fuch a 
being to receive — ^without infult — ^from the hands 
of a poor negroe — (Pooh, I do not care for your 
prancings, I can fee you at this diftancc) — ^We 
have agreed upon one thing; — which is, I have 
undertaken to write to Mr. Garrick for him, in 
the way of local relief; — ^I will wager a tankard 
of porter I fuccecd — in fome fort. — ^I will aim at 
both fides of him — his pity and his pride — which, 
alas ! — the laft I mean, finds a firft-floor in the 

breaft of every fon of Adam. — S called on 

me this day, and left a pifture for you at your 
lodgings — and a very fpirited head in miniature, 
of your own doing, with me — ^which I like fo well 
— you will find it difficult to get it from me — ex- 
cept you talk of giving me a copy Self-love 

again. — How can you expeft bufinefs in thefe hard 
times — ^when the utmoft exertions of honeft in- 
duftry can fcarce afford people in the middle 
fphere of life daily provifions? — When it fhall 
pleafe the Almighty that things fhall take a better 
turn in America— when the conviftion of their 
madnefs fhall make them court peace— and the 
fame conviftion of our cruelty and injuflice induce 
us to fettle all points in equity — when that time 
arrives, my friend, America will be the grand 
patron of genius^ trade and arts will flourifh — 
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and if it fhall plcafc God to Iparc us till that 
period — ^we will cither go and try our fortunes 
there— or ftay in Old England and talk about it.^ — 
While thou haft only one mouth to feed — one 
back to clothe — and one wicked member to in- 
dulge — thou wilt have no pity from me— except- 
ing in the argument of health — ^may that cordial 
blefling be thine — with its fweet companion eafc ! 
— Peace follows reftitude — and what a plague 
would'ft thou have more ? — ^Write foon if thou 
dar'ft— retort at thy peril. — ^Boy—- girls— and the 
old Duchefs> all pretty well — and fo fo is 
yours, 

I, SANCHO. 



LETTER LVU. 



TO J. S , E«q. 



Charles Street, December 26, 1777. 

I HAD the favor of a letter— replete with kind- 
nefs which I can never deferve — and havejuft now 
received the valuable contents — of which faid let-* 
ter was harbinger — without either furprifc or oiio- 
tion-i—fave a kind of grateful tickling of the heart 
— ^thc child of rcfpcft — and I believe twin-brother 
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of gratitude.—- Now had I heard of aa A— h^ 
b — ^p (at this facred feafon cfpecially) — gladden^ 
ing the hearts of the poorj aged^ and infirm--* 
with good cheer — ^informmg the minds of the 
young widi Chriftian precepts — and reforming his 
whole See by his pioiis example — that would 
have fiuprifcd me : — ^had I been informed of a 
truly great man — ^who^ laying afide party and felf« 
intereft— dared to ftep forth the adicocate of truth 
•^and friend to his country i— or had any one tolb 
me of a lord — ^who was wife enough to live within 
bounds—and honeft enough to pay his debts— *why 
it would have furprifed me hidccA — ^But I have 

been well informed there is a Mr. S at Bury— 

and I think I have fcen the gentleman — who lives 
in a conftant courfe of doing beneficent a6Hons — 
and^ upon thefe occafions> the pleafure he feels 
eonftitutes him the obliged party. — ^You, good 
fir, ought of courfe to thank me — for adding one 
more to the number you are pleafed to be kind to 
—So pray remember, good fir, that my thanks 
(however due in the eye of gratitude) I con- 
ceive to be an a£t of fupcrcrogation— and cxpcft 
that henceforth you will look upon the Sanchos — 
as a fan^ily that have a rightfiil call upon your no* 
* tice. — ^Mrs. Sancho joins me in repetition of the 
cuftomary wifhcs.— Give me credit for having a 
heart which feels your kindnefs as it ought. — That 
Heaven may lengthen your days for the good of 
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jxianklnd— and grant every wUh of joyr hcart« 
is the true conclufion of ' 

Your gfe«tly ibbKgcd and 

rclpeftful humbje icrvant, 

1. SANCHQ* 



LETTER LVIIL 

TO MR. F ^ 

Charles Street, Jtnuiiy 27, Z77i- 

FuLt heartily and moft cordially do I thank thee, 

good Mr. F ^ for your kindnefs in fending 

the books— ^That upon the unchriftian and moft 
diabolical ufagc of my brother Negroes — the 
illegality— the horrid wickednefs oi the traffic— 
the cruel carnage and depopulation of the human 
fpecics— is painted in fuch ftr^ng colours — that I 
flioujd think would (if duly attended to) flafhcon- 
viftion — and produce remorfe in every enlightened 
and candid reader.~-The perufal afFefted me more 
than I can exprcfsj — indeed I felt a double or 
mixt fenfatioft-^jfor while my heart was torn for 
the fufFcrings — ^which, for aught I know— fome of 
my neareft kin might have undergone— my bofom^ 
at the fame time^ glowed with gratitude*— and 
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praifc toward the humant — the ChrifHan — the 
friendly and learned Author of that moft valuable 
book. — Bleft be your feft ! — and Heaven's peace 
be ever upon them ! — ^I, who, thank God ! am no 
bigot— but honour virtue — and the praftice of the 
great moral duties— equally in the turban— or the 
lawn-fleeves — who think Heaven big enough for 
all the race of man — and hope to fee and mix 
amongft the whole family of Adam in blifs here- 
after — I with thefe notions (which, perhaps, fome 
may ftyle abfurd) look upon the friendly Author 
— as a being far fiipcrior to any great name upon 
your continent. — I could wifh that every member 
of each houfe of parliament had one of thefe J30oks. 
—And if his Majefly perufed one through before 
breakfaft — though it might fpoil his appetite- 
yet the confcioufncfs of having it in his power to 
facilitate the great work — ;WOuld give an additional 
fwcctnefs to his tea. — Phyllis's poems do credit to 
nature — and put art — merely as art — to the blufh. 
—It reflefts nothing either to the glory or genero- 
fity of her matter — if flie is ftill his flave— except 
he glories in the low vanity of having in his wanton 
•power a mind animated by Heaven — a genius fu- 
perior to himfelf — The lift of fplendid- — titled — 
learned names, in confirmation of her being the 
• real authorefs — alas! fhows how very poor the 
acquifition of wealth and knowledge is — without 
generofity — feeling — and humanity. — ^Thefe good 
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great folks — all know — and perhaps admired — 
— ^nay, praifed Genius in bondage— and then, 
like the Priefts and the Levites in facred writ, 
paffed by — not one good Samaritan amongft them. 
— I fhall be ever glad to fee you — and am, with 
many thanks. 

Your moft humble fervant, 

JGNATIVS SANCHO, 



LETTER LIX. 
TO MR. W ^E. 



Charles Street, March 12, 1778, 

Will you forgive me, if I take the liberty to 
trouble you with getting my enclofed plan in- 
ferted in the General Advertifer, or Morning In- 
telligencer, as fpeedily as they conveniently can, 
ify after you have perufed it, you think it admiffi- 
able ? — If not, deftroy it; for I have not yet vanjty 
fufficient to think whatever I privately approve 
muft of courfe be approveable — I fend you the 
copy of what real affection made me draw up for 
the late unfortunate Dr. Dodd* (which, as it 
never was inferted, I muft believe the learned editor 

* Mr. Sancho also wrote td Dr. Dodd when in prison. 

5 
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drought it too infignificant for the laudable fcrvice 
it was meant to help. — My refpefts attend your 
whole family.— I am, dear Sir, 

YourSi &c. ice. 

I, SAIfCHQ* 

I prefer Mr. Parker's paper for many reafons ; 
—let me have your opinion of my plan— *for iix 
ferious truth I think it ought to be put into cxc-* 
CUUon^ 



For the GENERAL ADVERTISER^ 

Palace-Yard, March 12, i77t. 
SIR, 

The Romans were wont to decree public honora 
on the man who was fo fortunate as to fave the 
life of a citizen— a noble aft of policy, founded 
on true humanity, to ftimulatc the endcavoura, 
of every individual towards afts of benevolence^^ 
and brotherly regard for each other. Aftuatcd 
by zeal to my prince, and love to my country, 
I mean to dcferve well of both, by publifhing, 
through the channel of your p^cr, a plan for 
greatly diminifliing the national debt, or, in cafe 
7 
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a war with the houfe of Bourbon fliould be inevita- 
ble, for railing three or four years' fupplics, with- 
out opprefling the merchant, mechanic, or labour- 
ing hulbandman 5 in fliort, without abridging one 
needful indulgence, or laying any fellow-fubjeft 
under the leaft felf-denying reftraint. 

Mr. Editor, we all know that in noble families 
plate is merely ideal wealth — and in very many 
houfes of your firft connexions and over-grown 
fortunes, there arc vaft quantities of it old and 
ufelefs, kept merely for the antiquity of its falhion, 
and the oftentatious proof of the grandeur of an- 
ceftry. Our neighbours the French (if I miftake 
not), in the laft war, had the fpirit (when the trea- 
lurcs of their Grand Monarque were nearly ex- 
haufted) to fend their plate generoufly to the 
Mint, in aid of national honour and fecurity. 
Their churchmen have often fhowed the laity the 
glorious example of aiding the ftate. We, to 
our immortal honor, have never yielded them the 
palm in courage, wifdom, or gallantry. Let 
every gentleman, whofe landed property exceeds 
500L per annumy give up, without rcferve, his 
ufelefs family plate, all except knives, forks, and 
fpoons, which may be deemed ufcful and neceffary, 
I truft, fuch is the exalted fpirit of the Britifti no- 
bility and gentry, that they will refignwith cheer- 
fiilnefs what they can fo very well do without. 
Should this meet (as I hope it will) witli the cheer- 
ful aflent of the public, let the quantities, fo 

K 
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nobly given, be printed againft the names of the 
patriotic donors, as a lafting teftimony of their 
zeal for the public good, and a glorious proof of 
the internal riches of this queen of ifles ! 

AFRICANUS. 



To the Editor of the MORNING POST. 

SIR^ 

I AM one of the many who have been often edified 
by the graceful eloquence and truly Chriftian 
dodrine of the unfortunate Dn Dodd:— as a 
Divine, he had, and ftill has, my love and reverence j 
his faults I regret ; but, alas ! I feel myfelf too 
guilty to caft a ftone : Juftice has her claims — but 
— Mercy, the anchor of my hope, inclines me to 
wifh he might meet with Royal clemency — His 
punifhments have already been pretty fevere— 
the lofs of Royal favor^— the cowardly attacks of 
malicious buffoonery — and the ovcr-ftrained zeal 
for rigid juftice in the profecution. — Oh ! would 
to God the reverend bifhops, clergy, &c. would 
join in petitioning the Throne for his life ! — It 
would fave the holy order from indignity, and even 
the land itfclf from the reproach of making too 
unequal diftinftions in punilhments. He might. 
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fcy the rcftitude of his future life, and due exertion 
of his matchlcfs powers — be of infinite fcrvicc— 
as chaplain to the poor convifts on the river— 
which would be a punilhment, and, at the fame 
time, ferve for a proof or teft of his contrition— 
and the fincerity of a zeal 'he has often manifeftcd 
(in the pulpit) for the fervicc of true Religion — 
And he may rife the higher by his late fall — arid do 
more real fervice to the thoughtlefs and abandoned 
culprits, than a preacher whofe charafter might 
perhaps be deemed fpotlefs. If this hint Ihould 
ftimulate a pen, or heart, like the good Bifliop of 
Cheftcr's, to exert itfelf in the behalf of a man 
who has formerly been alive to every aft of 
Heaven-born charity — the writer of this will have 
joy, even in his laft moments, in the refleftion that 
he paid a mite of the vaft debt he owes Dn Dodd 
as a preacher. 



LETTER LX. 
TO MRS. H 



Ch»rles Streot» April a 1778. 
DEAR MADAM, 

I HAVE to thank you for repeated favors — and I 
do mod fiAcercly. — You have a pleafurc in doing 

K 2 
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afts of kindncfs — ^I wifh from my foul that your 
example was more generally imitated. — 1 have 
given to the care of Mr. W one of Giardini's 

benefit tickets — which I prefent not to you— 

Madam — but to Mr. H , that he may judge 

of fiddlers' tafte and fiddlers' confequence in our 
grand metropolis— The ticket was a prefent from 
the great Giardini — to the lowly Sancho — and I 
offer it as a tribute of mufical afFcftion to thy 
worthy partner — and with it — to both the fmcereft 
beft wifhes and refpefts of their much obliged 
fervant, 

IGN. SANCHO. 



LETTER LXI. 
TO MR. J W — 



May 4, 1778; 
MY DEAR W— — B, 

Your ftiort letter gave me much pleafure— which 
would have been enlarged had your epiftle been 
longer — But I make allowances — as I ought — for 
the number of friends who wifh equally with me— 
and expcdt to be gratified. You are greatly 
fortunate in enjoying your heakh — for which I 
doubt not but you are truly thankful to the; 
Almighty Giver. — As to your fuccefs, it is thcj 
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bcft comment upon your conduft ; — for rcftitude 
©f principle and humble deportment, added to 
ftridt attention and good-nature, mull make even 
fools and knaves wifh you well-^though envy will 
mix itfelf with the tranfient kindnefs of fuch — But 
with fuch noble- natures as you went out happily 
connefted with, you are every day fowing the 
good feeds pf your future fortune. — I hope to live 
to fee you retum — the comfort and honor of 
your good father and family. — But obferve — ^I do 
not wifh you half a million — clogged with the 
tears and blood of the poor natives : — no — a decent 
competence got with honefty — ^and that will keep 
increafmg like the widow's crufe, and defccnd 
down to pofterity with accumulated bleflings.— 
You defire to transfer your fliare in me to your 
brother Joe : — now be it known to you — ^Joe has 
intereft fufficient in his own natural right with me, 
to fecure him every attention in my poor power — 
But . you flatter — my good friend^— though your 
flattery carries a good cxcufe with it-^you flatter 
the poor. 

J fay nothing of politicst—I hate fuch fubjefts ;~ 
the public papers will inform you of miftakes-^ 
blood — taxest— mifery — murder — the obftinacy of 
a few — and the madnefs and villainy of a many. — 
J expeft a very, very Jong letter from you — in 
^nfwer to a fermon I wrote you laft year. — Mifs 
u» ' ■ i is fl:ill divinely fair i-i^fhe 's a good girl^ 
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but no match for Nabobs. — Mrs. C is as 

handfomc as ever — and R ■ as friendly. God 
blefs them ! fcaftbg or falling — ^fleeping or wak- 
ing !— May God's providence watch over and 
proteft them — and all fuch ! — Your brother Frank 
is a fweet boy : — a painter who would wifh to draw 

a cherub will find no fitter fubjeft. — ^The C ds 

—but what have I to do with good people, who 
will of courfe all write for themfelves ? — So let 
them. —Your father — Oh Jack ! what a cordial !— 
what a rich luxury is it to be able to contribute, 
by well-doing, to a father's, nay a whole family of 
kindred love, and heart-felt afieftion ! what a blifs 
to add to all their happinefs — and to infure your 
own at the fame time ! — May this high pleafure 
be thine ! and may the God of truth and fountain 
of all good enrich thy heart and head with his 
fpirit and wifdom — crown your labours with 
fuccefs — and guard you from avarice — ambition—- 
and every Afiatic evil — fo that your native land 
may receive you with riches and honor— your 
friends widi true joy— heightened with fincerc 
rcfpeft ! So wifhes — fo prophefies — thy true friend 
and obliged fervant, 

I* aANCHO, 
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LETTER LXII. 
TO MISS C N 

Charles Street, May 9, 1778. 

The Sanchos — in full fynod — humbly prcfcnt 
their refpedful compliments to the good Mrs, 

C and Mifs ^What a C ! arc happy in 

hearing they got well into ' Suffolk — that they 
continue fo — and enjoy the beauties of this fweeteft 
of feafons — with its attendant dainties — frelh butter 
— fweet milk — and the fmiles of boon nature — on 
hill and dale— fields and groves — ftiephcrds piping 
— milk-maids dancing — and the cheerful rcfpond- 
cnt carolings of artlefs joy in the happy hulband- 
xncn. — Should you perchance rife early in purfuit 
of May-dew — I earneftly make it my requeft — ^you 
will fave — and bring to town a litde bottle of it 
for my particular ufe. — ^Happy — thrice happy 
nymphs — ^be merciful to the poor haplefs fwains !— 
The powerful little god of mifchief and delight 
now at this bleft feafon prunes his beauteous wings 
—new feathers and Iharpens his arrows — tight 
ftrings his bow — and takes too fure his aim. — 
Q lads, beware the month of May ! — For you, bleft 
girls ! Nature decked out as in a birth-day fuit 
courts you with all its fwccts--^whcrc-c*cr you 
1^4 
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you tread, the grafs and wanton flowerets fondly 
kifs your feet — and humbly bow their pretty heads 
to the gentle fweepings of your under-petticoats— 
The foft and amorous fouthem breezes toy with 
your curls — and uncontroul'd fteal numberlcfs 
kifles — The blackbirds and thrufties fufpend their 
fongs — and eye beauty and humanity with pleafure; 
—and, could their hearts be read — thank moft 
fincerely the generous fair hands that fed them in 
the winter — The cuckoo fmgs — on every tree — the 
joys of married life — the (hrubbery throws out all 
its fweets to charm you — though, alas ! an unlucky 
parciplepliviaplemontis feizes my imagination — 

my brains are on the ferment. — Mifs C will 

cxcufc me. — Make my beft wiflies to Mrs. C : 

tell her I hope (he rides and walks in moderation 
—eats heartily, and laughs much — fleeps foundly, 
dreams happily — That (he — you — my R — • — and 
your connexions — may enjoy the good of this life 
without its evil — is the true Black-a-moor wifh of 

I. SANCHO. 

Now mark, this is not meant as a letter — no— - 
it is an addrefs to the ladies. — Pray our beft 

refpefts to ^r. and Mrs. B : — ^It is an 

addrefs to Spring-birds and flowers — and when 
you fee Johnny, our loves — ^It is a caution to the 
fwains againft the popery of Love. — The King 
and Queen are juft now returned from Portfmouth. 
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—I faid nothing in regard to the month — by way 
of advice to the ladies. — The Spcftator — bleflings 
on his memory — has — ^They fay the Royal chaife 
was covered with dirt — even the very glaffes.— 
Quiftus Quirini was found very late laft night. — • 
Nothing broke — except the hemmings of advan- 
tage.— They fay — the Queen never look'd betten 
—But what amazed moft people — both the Royal 
poftillions rode the off horfes — ^which it is expefted 
the Gazette of this night will explain. — ^Adieu. 

h not that — a good one ? 



From the PUBLIC ADVERTISER of 
May 13th, 1778. 

Cinfertcd unknown to Mr. Sancho.] 

TO MR. B . 

DEAR SIR, 

I COULD not fee Mr. de Groote till this morning 
—He approached the threftiold— poor man — in 
very vifible illnefs;— yet, under the prefTurc 
of a multitude of infirmities — he could not forget 
his recent humane benefaftor — ^Widi faltering 
Ipccch he inquired. much who you were— and. 
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in the conclufion, put up his moft cameft peti-» 
tions to the Father of mercies in your behalf— 
which (if the prayers of an indigent genius have 
as much efficacy as thofe of a fat biftiop) I fhould 
hope and truft you may one day be the better 
for, — He is in dired defcent from the famous 
Hugo Grotius by the father's fide.— His own 
mother was daughter to Sir Thomas Hefk^. — . 
He married the widow Marchionefs dc Malafpba^ 
—His age is 8^, he had a paralytic ftroke — and 
^ has a rupture. — His eyes are dim, even with the 
help of fpeftacles. — In truth, he comes clofe to 
Shakefpearc's defcription in his laft age of man — . 
" fans teeth — fans eyes — fans taftc — fans every 
thing.*' 

He has the honor to be known to Doftor 
Johnfon— and the luck to be fometimes remem- 
bered^ by Mr. Garrick. — If you help him — you 
do yourfelfa kindnefs — me a plcafurc-^— and hcj^ 
poor foul, a good — which he may one time throw 
in your teeth — in that country where good aftions 
are in higher eftimation than ftars — ribbons — or 
crowns. 

Yours, moft relpeAfuUy, 

IGNATIUS SANCKO, 

He lodges at No. 9, New Pye-Strect, Weft- 
minftcr. 
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LETTER LXIIL 

TO MR. R 

My good friend, take my thanks for your kind 
attention — and believe me, I am exceedingly mor- 
tified at being thus thruft forward in the public 
prints.— *You may obferve, by what has happened 
to me, how very diflicult it is to do even a right 
thing — fo as to efcape uneafinefs. — Truft me, this 
fame letter (though wrote, I dare fay, with the 
kindeft intention imaginable) will do me hurt in 
the opinion of many — I therefore repeat, I like it 
not — and dare own to my friend R it hurts 

my pride. — You may laugh — but it's truth. — The 
drawing was gone to my friend S , but I 

recovered it in time.— Hope the ladies are well— 
and that it will amufe them for a few moments. 
The young man who invented the defign is no 
grtift— but I think he has genius. 



LETTER LXIV, 
TO MISS C— — »• 



May 14, 1778. 
What terms Ihall I find to exprefs my gra- 
titude to the obliging, the friendly Mifs C , 

for the plcafure we enjoyed from the contents 
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of the bcft letter that has been wrote this good 
year ? — ^You, who delight to pleafe, will alfo 
feci high fatisfadtion in knowing you have fuc- 
ceeded. — ^We hope the change of weather has had 
no ill effcft upon our friend — and that fhe will 
adhere to her promife in remembering how ill (he 
has been — and that it is too probable any cold got 
by over-exertion or fatigue may occafion a relapfe, 
—We have had much thunder and rain this morn- 
ing — and, if old faws fay true, we are to expefl: 
a continuance of about thirty-feven days good 
ducking weather. — We will leave it to the all- wife 
Dilpofer of events — ^with this comfortable reflec- 
tion — that whatever he wills — is bell. — ^Wc arc 
happy to hear fo good an account of the s, 

Ihe efpecially, as very likely a good courfe of 
fatigue, fwectened with gain, may contribute as 
much to her health as her pleafure— and re-eftablifh 
her perfcftly. — ^We have nothing ftirring in the 
news way, orany other way— the town is literally 
empty, faving a few (harks of both fexcs, who 
are too poor to emigrate to the camps or water- 
ing-places, and fo are forced to prey upon one 
another in town.— I proteft, it is to me the mod 
difficult of things to write to one of your female 
geniuses — there is a certain degree of clcvcrality 
(if I mayfo call it), an eafy kind of derangement 
of periods, a gcndeman-like — falhionable — carelcfs 
— fce-faw of dialogue — ^which I know no more 
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of than you do of cruelty.— I write as I think— 
— foolifhly — and you write well— Why ? — ^Bccaufc 
you think well. — So much for praife— compliment 
— flattery, &c. — My rcfpefts attend Mr. B— 

and Mrs. S and Mrs. ; tell Mifs 

A— — s, one of us will come to fee her — perhaps. 
—I have received a kind letter from my good 
friend the doftor — and one alfo from the furgeon 
to the guards, dated New York, June 12: — he 
thinks the Commiflioners might have faved them- 
felves the trouble — as they are like to come back 
— juft as wife as they went.— The Panton-Strect 
good folks are well for what I know— not having 
feen them fince I laft had the honor of addrefling 

Mrs. C . Adieu ! — Our beft refpefts — ^with 

Kitty's and Billy's in particular — attend Monficur 
Nuts* — Pray tell him fo — ^with all civility — ^Hc 
dcferves it on the fcore' of his own merits — ^Werc 
it not even fo — yet furely, I think, we (hould re- 
gard him for the fake of our friend. 

Mrs. Sancho joins me in every thing to Self 

and Co. 

Yours, dear Mifs C , / 

with zeal and efteem. 



I. SANCHO. 



* A &vorlte spanieL 
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LETTER LXV. 
TO MR. I . 

OIAR %IK, 

I CLAIM your indulgence — and modeftly infift 
upon your help. — ^Thc companions to this billet 
arc the hobby horfesof a young man that I rcfpcA 
— ^Darly has ufcd him with Icfs attention than he 
ought — shaving kept theprels aflair above a month 
— and done nothing — fo he is (of courfe) out of 
favor. — I want firft your approbation — ^That gained 
— I wifh your intereft to get them fpeedily inta 
the world. — ^Therc are fome inaccuracies in both — • 
which any regular artift will amend. — ^As my 
friend is felf-taught, his errors mull be excufed 
— I wifh 1 could wait upon you — but my ftiff 
joint — my leg — ^is fo unwell^ that at prefcnt I muft 
give up any hopes of that pleafure. — I hope Mrs. 

I 's health is perfeftly rcftorcd. — ^I fhould 

wilh to win her over to our interefts in the affairs 
before you. — ^In good faith, I like the fubjcd my- 
fclf — and can fancy I difccrn fomcthing like wit 
in both of them. — Forgive and affift vours faith- 
fully, 

SANCHO the Big, 
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LETTER LXVL 



TO MR. H- 



Charles Street, Westminster, May SI, 177S. 

The Sanchonian chapter of inquiries, diftatcd by 
an cfteem nearly bordering upon afFeftion (per- 
haps as warmly finccre as moft modern friendlhips) 
runs thus — How do you do ? Are you the better 
for your journey ? Did the cxercife create any 
amendment of appetite ? Was your travelling 
party agreeable ? And how did you find the good 
couple ? — ^The fweet fenfations arifing from the 
fight of thofe we love, the reviewing the places, 
cither houfes, fields, hedges, ftiles, or polls of 
our early morn of life acquaintance, the train of 
pleafurable ideas awakened, are more falutary 
than the whole college of grave faces. — Tell mc 
much about yourfelf— and more about your ho- 
nored parents, whom I hope you found as well as 
you wilhed — your kindred at Lancaftcr, to whom 
my hearty wifhes— and to all who have charity 
enough to admit dark faces into the fellowlhip of 
Chriftians.— Say much for me to your good 
^thtr and mother — in the article of refpeft thou 
canft not exaggerate — Excepting conjugal, there 
are no attentions fo tenderly heart-foothing as the 
parental. — ^Amidft the felicity of thy native fields 
rn^yH thou find health, and diffufc pleafure round 
7 
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the rcfpcftablc circle of thy friends ! — No news— 
but that Kcppel is inchaceof Dc Chartres. 
Yours truly, 

I. SANCHO. 

If you can afford a line, enclofe it in the enclofed. 
Mrs, Sancho and girls wifti you every pleafure* 



LETTER LXVII. 

TO MR. M . 

June 10, 177B* 

^« 'Tis with our judgements as our watches — ^none 

<• Go just alike — yet each believes his own.*' 

Pope. 

So, my wife critic — bleflings on thee — and thanks 

for thy fagacious difcovery! — Sterne, it fcems, 

ftole his grand outline of charader from Fielding 

—and whom did Fielding plunder ? thou criticizing 

jack ape! — As to S , perhaps you may be 

right — not abfolutely right — nor quite fo very 

altogether wrong — but that's not my affair.— 

Fielding and Sterne both copied nature — their 

palettes ftored with proper colours of the brighteft 

dye — ^thefe matters were both great originals— 

their outline correft — bold — and free — Human 

Nature was their fubjeft — and though their colour- 

ing was widely different, yet here and there fomc 

features in each might bear a little refemblancc— 
6 
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fome faint likcncfs to each other — as, for example 
—in your own words — Toby and All-worthy— 
The external draperies of the two are as wide as the 
poles— their hearts — perhaps — twins of the fame 
bleffed form and principles. — But, for the reft of 
the Dramatis Pcrfonas, you muft ftrain hard, my 
friend, before you can twift them into likenefs fuf- 
ficient to warrant the cenfurc of copying. — Parfon 
Adams is yet more diftant— his chief feature is 
abfencc of thought — The world affords me many 
fuch inftances — but in the courfe of my reading 
I have not met with his likenefs, except in mere 

goodnefs of heart — in that perhaps Jack M 

may equal him — but then he is fo confounded 
jingle-headed ! — Read boy, read — give Tom 
Jones a kcond fair reading !— Fielding's wit is 
obvious— his humour poignant — dialogue juft— 
and truly dramatic — colouring quite nature— and 
keeping chafte. — Sterne equals him in every thing, 
and in one thing excels him and all mankind — 
which is the diftribution of his lights, which he 
has fo artfully varied throughout his work, that 
the oftcncr they are examined the more beautiful 
they appear. — They were two great matters, who 
painted for pofterity — and, I prophefy, will charm 
to the end of the Englifh fpeech. — If Sterne has 
had any one great mafter in his eye — it was Swift, 
l^is countryman — the firft wit of this or any other 
nation.— But there is this grand difference between 
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them — Swift excels in grave-faced irony — ^whilft 
Sterne lafhcs his whips with jolly laughter. — I 
could wifli you to compare (after due attentive 
reading) Swift and Sterne— Milton and Young — 
Thomlbn and Akenfide — ^and then give your free 
opinion to yours ever, 

I. SANCHO. 

I want a handful or two of good freih peach 
leaves — contrive to fend me them when opportu* 
nity ferves — ^andword, arthcfirft Icifurc period, 
how Mifs Annt Sifttr-like — George GratefuUlook — 
Mrs. &c. &c.— and how your worfhip's hip docs. 
— ^You had fct up my briftles m fuch guifc — ^in a^- 
ucking poor Sterne — that I had quite forgot to 
give you a flogging for your punning grocery 
cpiftle— But omittance is no quittance. — Swift 
and Sterne were diflFerent in this — Sterne was truly 
a noble philanthropift— Swift was rather cynical. 
What Swift would fret and fume at — fuch as the 
petty accidental Jourings and bitters in life's cup 
— ^you plainly may fee, Sterne would laugh at — 
and parry off by a larger humanity, and regular 
good will to man. I know you will laugh at me 
— ^Do — I am content : — if I am an enthufiaft in 
any thing, it is in favor of my Sterne. 
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LETTER LXVm. 

TO MR. J — -W ^E. 

1778. 

Your good father infills on my fcribbling a 
fheetof abfurdities, and gives mc a notable rcafon 
for it, that is, « Jack will be plcafcd with it/-^ 
Now be it known to you — ^I have a rcfpcft both 
for father and fon — yea for the whole family, who 
arc every foul (that I have the honor or pleafurc 
to know any thing of) tinftured — and leavened 
with all the obfolete goodnefs of old times — fo 
that a man runs fomc hazard in being feen in the 

W e's fociety of being biaffcd to Chriftianity. 

I never fee your poor fatt)[er but his eyes betray 
his feelings for the hopeful youth in India — A tear 
of joy dancing upon the lids is a plaudit not to 
be equalled this fide death ! — See the efFeds of 
right-doing, my worthy friend — Continue in the 
track of reftitudc— and defpife poor paltry Euro- 
peans — titled, Nabobs — ^Read your Bible — As day 
follows night, God's blefling follows virtue- 
honor and riches bring up the rear — and the 
end is peace. — Courage, my boy — I have done 
preaching.— Old folks love to feem wife — arid 
if you arc filly enough to correfpond with gray 

L2 
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hairs, take the confequencc. — ^I have had the 
pleafurc of reading moft of your letters, through 
the kindnefs of your father. — Youth is naturally 
prone to vanity — Such is the weaknefs of human 
nature, that pride has a fortrefs in the beft of 
hearts — I know no perfon that poffeffes a better 

than Johnny W e : — but although flattery is 

poifon to youth, yet truth obliges me to confcfs 
that your correfpondence betrays no fymptom of 
vanity — but teems with truths of an honeft aflfec- 
tion, which merits praife — and commands eftcem. 
In fome one of your letters which I do not 
recoiled — you fpeak (with honeft indignation) 
of the treachery and chicanery of the Natives*. — 
My good friend, you Ihould remember from 
whom they learnt thofe vices : — The firft Chriftian 
vifitors found them a fimple, harmlefs people- 
but the curfed avidity Tor wealth urged thcfc firft 

* Extracts of two Letters from Mr. \V c to his Father, dated 
Bombay, 1776 and 1777. 

*« 1776. I have introduced myself to Mr. G ^ who behaved 

«' very friendly in giving me some advice, which was very neces- 
" sary, as the inhabitants, who are chiefly Blacks, are a set of 
" canting, deceitful people, and of whom one must have great 
•• caution." 

•* 1777. I am now thoroughly convinced, that the account 
** which Mr. G— gave me of the natives of this country is just 
"and true, that they arc a set of deceitftil people, and have not 
•'such a word as Gratitude in their language, neither do they 
•* know what it is — ^and as to their dealings in trade, they are like 
•• unto Jews." 
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vifitors (and all the fuccecding ones) to fuch afts 
of deception — and even wanton cruelty — that th:^ 
poor ignorant Natives foon learnt to turn the 
knaviih and diabolical arts — which they too foon 
imbibed — upon their teachers. 

I am forry to obferve that the practice of your 
country (which as a refident 1 love — and for its 
freedom, and for rfie many bleflings I enjoy in 
it, Ihall ever have my warmell wifhes, prayers, 
and bleflings) : I fay it is with reluftance that I 
muft obferve your country's conduft has been uni- 
formly wicked in the Eaft — Weft-Indies — and 
even on the coaft of Guinea. — ^The grand objeft 
ofEnglifli navigators — indeed of all Chriftian navi- 
gators — is money — money — money — for which 
I do not pretend to blame them — Commerce was 
meant by the goodnef^ of the Deity to difFufe the 
various goods of the earth into every part — to 
unite mankind in the blefTed chains of brotherly 
love, focicty, and mutual dependence :-:-the en* 
lightened Chriftian fhould difFufe the Riches of the 
Gofpel of peace, with the commodities of his 
refpeftive land — Commerce attended with ftrift 
honefty, and with Religion for its companion, 
would bea bleflingto every fhore it touched at.— 
In Africa, the poor wretched natives — blcfled with 
the moft fertile and luxuriant foil — are rendered 
fo much the more miferable for what Providence 
meant as a blefling :— the Chriftians' abominable 
Traffic: for flaves — and the horrid cruelty and 

^3 
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treachery of the petty Kings— encouraged by their 
Chriftian cuftomcrs— who carry them ftrong 
liquors, to enflamc their national madnefs— and 
powder and bad fire-arms, to fumifh them with the 
hellilh means of killing and kidnapping. — But 
enough — it is a fubjeft that fours my blood— and 
1 am fure will not plcafe the friendly bent of your 
focial affeftions.— I mentioned thefe only to guard 
my friend againft being too hafty in condemning 
the knavery of a people who, bad as they may be 
— ^poflibly — were made worfe by their Chriftian 
vifitors. — Make human nature thy ftudy, where- 
cver thou refidcft — whatever the religion, or the 
complexion, ftudy their hearts. — Simplicity, 
kindnefs, and charity be thy guide ! — ^With thefc 
even Savages will refpeft you — and God will blefs 
you. 

Your father, who fees every improvement of 
his boy with delight, obferves that your hand- 
writing is much for the better — In truth, I think 
it as well as any modeft man can wifh. — If my 
long epiftles do not frighten you — and I live 
till the return of next fpring — perhaps I fhall 
be enabled to judge how much you are improved 
fince your laft favor — Write me a deal about the 
natives — the foil and produce — the domeftic and 
interior manners of the people — cuftoms — ^preju- 
dices — fafhions — and follies. — Alas ! we have 
plenty of the two laft here — and, what is worfe, 
we have politics— and a deteftable Brothers* war 
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— ^whcrc the right hand is hacking and hewing 
the left — ^whilft Angeb weep at our madnefs— 
and Devils rejoice at the ruinous profpeft. 

Mr. R— and the ladies are well. — Johnny 

R- has favoured me with a long letter — ^He is 

now grown familiar with danger — and can bear 
the whittling of bullets — ^thc cries and groans of 
the human ipecies — the roll of drums— clangor of 
trumpets— Ihouts of combatants — and thunder of 
cannon — All thefe he can bear with foldier-likc 
fortitude-— with now and then a fecret wifti for the 
fociety of his London friends — in the fweet bleffed 
fccurity of peace and friendfliip. 

This, young man, is my fecond letter — I have 
wrote till I am ftupid, I perceive — I ought to have 
found it out two pages back.— Mrs. Sancho jobs 
me in good wiflies — ^I join her in the fame— in 
which double fenfe believe me. 

Yours, &c, &c. 

I. SANCHO. 

Ytry Ihort. 

POSTSCHIPT. 

It is with fincere pleafure I hear you have a 
lucrative eftablifliment— which will enable you to 
appear and aft with decency— Your good fenfe 
wiU naturally lead you to proper oeconomy — as 
diftant from frigid parfimony, as from a heedlefs 

^-4 
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extravagancy — But as you may poffibly have fomc 
time to fpare upon your hands for ncccffary recre- 
ation, give me leave to obtrude my poor advice, 
—I have heard it more than once obferved of 
fortunate adventurers— they have come home en- 
riched in purfe, but wretchedly barren in intel- 
lefts— The mind, my dear Jack, wants food— as 
well as the ftomach-^Why then Ihould not one wifh 
to increafe in knowledge as well as money? — 
Young fays — ^' Books are fair Virtue's advocates 
and friends" — Now my advice is— to prefervc 
about 2ol. a year for two or three feafons — 'by 
which means you may gradually form a ufeful, 
elegant, little library — Suppofe now the firft year 
you fend the order, and the money, to your father, 
for . the following books — ^which I recommend 
from my own fuperficial knowledge as ufeful.— A 
man Ihould know a little of Geography — ^Hiftory 
— nothing more ufeful, or pleafant. 

Robertfon's Charles the Fifth, 4 vols. 

Goldfmith's Hiftory of Greece, 2 vols. 

Ditto, of Rome, 2 vols. 

Ditto, of England, 4 vols. ' 
Two fmall volumes of Sermons ufeful — and very 
fcnfible— by one Mr. Williams, a diiTenting mini- 
fler — which are as well as fifty — for I love not a 
multiplicity of docflrines — A few plain tenets, eafy, 
fimple, and direfted to the heart, are better 
than volumes of controverfial nonfenfe. — Spec- 
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tators — Guardians — and Taders— you have of 
courfe. — Young's Night-Thoughts— ^Milton — and 
Thomfon's Seafons were my iummcr companions 
for near twenty! years — ^They mended my heart 
—they improved my veneration of the Deity— and 
ilicrcaftd my love to my neighbours. 

You have to thank God for ftrong natural parts 
—a feeling humane heart — You write with fenfe 
and judicious difcernment — ^Improve yourfelfi riiy 
dear Jack, that, if it fliould pleafe God to rcturff 
you to your friends with the fortune of a man in 
upper rank, the cmbellifliments of your mind may 
be ever confidcred as greatly fuperior to your 
riches — and only inferior to the goodnefs of your 
heart. I give you the above as a Iketch— Your 
6ther and other of your friends will improve upon 
it in the courfe of time — I do indeed judge that 
the above is enough at firfl: — in conformity with 

the old adage ^ A few Books and a few Friends, 

;jnd thofc well chofen.'* , 

Adieu, Yours, 

I. SANCHO. 



LETTER LXIX, 
TO MR. M . 



July 26, 1778. 



DEAR M , 

S*** is a riddle — I will ferve him if I can— Were 

I rich, he fhould have no reafon to d«fpife me—* 
6 
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but he muft fearn to try to fcrvc himfclf— I wifh 
you would throw your good fcnfc upon paper for 
him— Advice from one of hisown years would fink 
deeper than the fiifty phlegmatic faws of an old 
IMa-^Do in charity give him half an hour's labour 
— ^I do really think that you and S*^* have fenfe 
enough for a dozen young fellows— and if it 
pleaied God it were fo divided they would each be 

happier, wifcr, and richer than S*** or M > 

And this by the way of thanking you-^Pooh — ^I 
will do that when I fee you— and if that never 
happens, a good aftion thanks itfelf— Mr. Garrick 

called upon S on Tuefday night, and won his 

heart : he called to pay poor De Groote*s lodgings, 
iat with him fomc time, and chatted friendly. 

I admire your modefly in grudging me two 
letters for one-^and greafing me with the fulfoms 
of fneering praife— Sirrah, be quiet-* What, you 
Snoodlepoop ! have you any care, wife, or family? 
You ought to write volumes— It gives expanfion 
to your thoughts — facility to your invention— eaft 
to your diftion — and plcafes your Friend, 

SANCHO* 

Write, Knave*— or— or — or — 
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LETTER LXX. 

TO MRS. C— . 

July 8S, 1778. 
DEAR MADAMj 

Shall I acknowledge myfelf a weak fupcrftitioxK 
fool ? Yes, I will tell the honcft truth — You have 
this foolifh letter in confequence of a laft night's 
dream — Queen Mab has been with me — aye, and 
with Mrs. Sancho too— For my part, I dare not 
reveal half my dream— -But upon telling our 
night's vifions over the tea-table at breakfaft, it 
was judged rather uncommon for us all to dream 
of the fame party, — Now I own I have great reafon 
to dream of you waking — for you have been a 
very true and uncommon friend to me and mine- 
Neither have I the leaft objeftion to thefe nightly 
vifits, fo as I have the plcafure to meet you (though 
but in vifion) in good health — Thy health is the 
very thing that I doubt about: — therefore gra- 
cioufly let us know by the next poft that you are 
well, and mean to take every prudent ftep fo to 
continue — That you have left off tea, I do much 
approve of^but infift that you make your vifitors 
drink double quantity — that I may be no lofer — ^I 
hope you find cocoa agree with you — It Ihould be 
made always overnight, and boiled for above 
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fifteen minutes — But you muft caution Mifs C 

not to drink it— for there is nothing fo fattening 
to little folks — The R — ^ns way-laid my friend 

R y and preiTcd Dame Sancho and fclf into the 

fervice laft Sunday — ^We had a good and focial 
dinner, and Mrs. Sancho forced me to ftay fupper 
-—I think the Doftor looks as well as I ever faw 
him — Indeed I could read in his cheerful counte- 
nance that he left you well — I do not doubt but 
you have paid a vifit to the camp — and feen bro- 
ther O in his glory— I hope he will have 

regard to his health : and for profit, I do think it 
muft anfwer better to him than to (almoft) any 
other man in the country— Pray be fo kind to 

make our bcft rcfpcfts to Mifs A s, and to 

every one who delightcth in Blackamoor greetings. 
—We have no news but old lies — fcoured and 
turned like mifers' coats— which ferve very well. 
We gape and fwallow — ^wonder and look wife — 
Conjurors over a news-paper, and blockheads at 
home. — ^Adieu ! Let me hear that you are very 
well. It will pleafe Mrs. Sancho, and, if I know 
any thing of her hulband, it will be no lefs pleafing 
to your much obliged humble fcrvant and friend, 

IGN, SAI^ClfO, 

N. $. I walk upon two legs now, 

^ Our beft refpefts to Mifs C , hope ihe is 

mtent upon camp falhions, but caution her in my 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



157 

name to be on her guard : Cupid rcfidcs in camp 
by choice. Oh, Mifs C— — ! beware— beware 
of the little God, 

Now this is wridng to Mifs C . 



LETTER LXXI. 
TO MR. K 



July 23, 1778. 

I RECEIVED yours with fatisfaftion, as it gave me 
a certainty of your being (upon the whole) much 
better. As to your faying you are not girlifhly 
inclined — why, I give you credit for it — Thou 
muft watch — and-r-pray — for Satan is artful, and 
knowcth all our weak parts — and that dirty litdc 
blind feathered-fhouldered fcoundrel of a boy, 
mafter Cupid, lurks couchant in the pupil of an 
eye — in the hollow of a dimple— in the cherry- 
ripe plumpnefs of a pair of lips — in the artfully 
timid preffure of a fair hand — in the complimen- 
tary fqueezc of a farewell — in (hort, and in one 
word, watch — watch. 

So you forgot all I faid about Charles the Fifth. 
Well, you give your reafons — But when you have 
got through your fugar works, I hope you will 
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give due attention to Robertfon : — his firft vo- 
lume is the moft learned, and the drycft, yet ab- 
folutely ncccflary to be read with great attention^ 
as it will render the other much more eafy, clear, 
and intelligible. Make yourfelf tolerably ac^ 
quainted with the feudal fyftcm of Europe, which 
you will find explained in his firft volume — ^thc 
reft will amply reward you— I recommend to you 
to make extrafts upon the pafiages which ftrike 
you 'moft — It will be of infinite ufe to you-— as I 
truft you will find it as much a hiftory of Europe 
during two centuries, as of Charles the Fifth. 
After all — ^I fhall fiime and fcold if you do not 
read this work — and abufe you, if you do not 
relifli it. — ^You flatter my vanity very agreeably, 
in ever fuppofing that any hints of mine fhould 
conduce to the culture of your litde farm.— Be 
that as it may— I am happy in the certainty of 
never intentionally miflcading or mifadvifing any 
male youth — I wiflil could fay Virgin ! — Farewell ! 
^-Read, rcfleft ! then write, and let me have your 
opinions. 

Yours fincerely, 

I. SANCHO. 
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LETTER LXXIL 

TO MR. R . 

July3U177S- 
DEAR FRIEND^ 

Xhakks for your very valuable letter, and its 
obliging companion — ^Your brother writes in good 
ijjirits— but I fear the m — n — ty members were 
right in their predictions of the fuccefs of the 
Commiflioners — Alas! what defolation, deftruc- 
£k3in, and ruin, bad hearts or bad heads have 
brought upon this poor country ! — I muft, how- 
ever, give Mn J — R another letter, he 

fluftuates fo terribly in his opinions — as you will 
fee by the contents of his letter te me — ^which I 
hope you will foon enable me to Ihow you. — ^Yes, 
I muft and will give him a flogging, which you 
will fay is extremely grateful, and a civil return for 
his kindnefs in thinking of me. — I have had a 
very kind and good letter from the little wren. — 
We were pleafed to hear Mrs. C had en- 
joyed fo great a fhare of health. She, who is 
lovely even in fickncfs, with the additional rofeat 
bloom of health and flow of fpirits, will be almofl: 
too much for mere mortals to bear — ^Tell her from 
me to get fick before fhe comes up, in pity to the 
beaux. — Mrs.Sancho is better. Poor Kitty goes on 

5 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



160 

after the old fort— The happicft, my R , in 

this life, have fomething to figh for — ^Alas ! I have 
enough. — ^I feel much pleafure in the happy view 
Mr. and Mrs. R — n have before them— I have no 
fort of doubt that they wUl be fuccefsfully happy — 
I fhould have true pleafure to fee my friend Mr. 

J* R in as likely a road — ^I have fpoke and 

wrote to Mr. W to look out fharp— Time, 

which ripens revolutions, and murders empires. 
Time wiU, I hope, produce happinefs and content 
to us all. — ^Your coming to town will give mc 
ipiritSj for, large as the town is, I cannot fay I 
have more than one friend in it — Come, you and I 
{hall be rich indeed; fori believe few of the fons of 
Adam can boaft of having more than two real 

friends. — ^The beft refpefts to Mrs. C , and 

the amiable little C , 

From yours, &c. 

IGNATIUS SANCHO. 



LETTER LXXIII. 
TO MISS C . 



Sept. 4, 177S. 

For this month paft we have wiflied to hear 
Something about you — and every day for thefc two 
paft weeks h^ve I had it in ferious contemplation 
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to put the qucftion— not to the amiable Mifs 

C , but to my friend R j who, notwith- 

ftanding your friendly excufe, is, I do think, 
rather culpable for his filence. — ^But hang recri- 
mination — your goodnefs is more than fufficient to 
exculpate a thoufand fuch finners. We thank 
you, with heart- felt pleafure, for the information 
of our and your dear friend Mrs. C— — 's health 
— which I hope Ihe will be careful of for our 
and many fakes — I have a favour to beg of her, 
through your mediation, which is this — I have a 

pair of Antigua turtles — ^the gift of Mr. P > 

who kindly burthened himfclf with die care of 
them —The true property is vefted in Kitty — but 
fo it is — we having neither warmth or room, and 
Kitty's good godmother having both— and that 
kind of humanity withal which delighteth in doing 
good to orphans — ^I, in the name of Kate and her 
doves, do through you — our trufty council—? 
petition Mrs. C — — in behalf of faid birds— 
Were I poetically turned— what a glorious field 
for fancy flights ! fuch as the blue-eyed Goddcfs 
with her flying car^ — her doves and fparrows, &r • 
&c. — Alas ! my imagination is as barren as the 
defcrt fands of Arabia — But in ferious truth — the 
. Ihop (the only place I have to put them in) is fo 
cold, that I fhall be happy to billet them to 
warmer quarters — ^which fhall be done — as foon as 
Mrs. C announces her confcnt — and empowers 

M 
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Molly to take them in.— *As to news— weharn 
none worth heeding — Your camps have ruined all 
trade — but that of hackney-men. — ^You much 
furprife us in the account of your late fair vifitant 

—but pleafed us more in the account of O 's 

fuccels— The leafon has been, through God's 
blefllng, as favourable as his friends — ^He is a lucky 
foul. — The S— ^ — s are both well, I hope — ^to 
whom pray be fo kind to remember us.— As to 

friend R^ , tell him, that whatever cenfure his 

omifllons in writing may draw upon him— •when 
the goodnefs of his heart and urbanity of foul are 
flung into the other fcale, the faulty fcak kicks 
the beam — ^We forgive, becaufe we love — and love 
fees no faults. 

Mrs. Sancho joins me in love and good wiihes to 
both of you — Kitty has been very poorly for above 
a month paft, and contmucs but very fo fo— Betfy 
mends fall — ^Billy needs no mending at all — ^Thc 
reft are well — and all join in refpcfts and compli- 
ments to Nutts. 

lam 

Dear Mifs C — and Go's 
Moft obliged 
humble fervant, 

jGK. SANCHO* 
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LETTER LXXIV. 

TO MR. M ^ 

Sept. 16, 1778- 
DBAR M , 

Yours juft received— and by great good luck I 

have found Mr. B ^'s lifts which I inclofe — and 

God Ipccd your labours ! Poor fets off this 

evening for to take one parting look of his 

— , and on Monday fets off frefli for — — . Mr. 
H— -'s anxieties end in good luck at laft— he alfo 
on Monday enters in one of the beft houfes in the 
eity. — On Thurfday I hope you will fucceed in 
your affair— and then my three Geniuses will be 
happy — ^I have had plague and perplexity enough 
with two of you. — ^When do you think of coming 
to town ? In my laft was fome of the beft poetry — 
that has— or was — ^aye, aye. Pray, Sir, read it 
over once more. Well, what do you, or can you, 
fay to it ? Oh, envy— envy ! — But, Mr. Monkey, 
the wit and true poetry of that billet muft make 
amends for the Ihortnefs of it. — This is Saturday 
night — confequently it muft be efteemed a favour 
that I write at all — My head aches— and, though 
my invention teems with brilliancies, I can only 
remember that I am very much 

Yours, 

I. SANCH<H 

m;2 
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LETTER LXXV. 

TO MISS C — -. 

October 1, 1778. 

It is recorded of feme great perfonage— I forget 
who— that they had fo pleafing a manner in giv- 
ing a rcfiifal— that the Refujed has left them with 
more fatisfadtion under a rejeftion — than many 
have experienced from receiving a favour con- 
ferred with perhaps more kmdnefs x}[\zxi grace. — So 
it fares with me— I had anticipated the future happi- 
nefs of my new friends — the comforts of warmth 
—the plcafures of being fed and noticed, talked 
to and watched, by the beft heart and fineft face 
within a large latitude — ^But I am content— 
I am certain of the inconveniency — and my beft 
thanks are due, which I pray you make with our 

beft wilhcs. — ^I am forry both for O *s and my 

friend's fake that the camp breaks up fo foon,— 

As to brother O ^ his harveft has, I hope, 

been plentiful and well got in. — ^My friend, poor 

S , like moft modeft men of merit, is unlucky 

— He fet out before I got either my friend R 's 

or your letter — ^His beft way is to turn about;— 
and may goo4 luck over-take him — detain him 
•—fill his pockets — and fend him in glee home 
again ! —This is more to be wilhed than expeded 
—If he falls in your way, I Ihall envy him — he 
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will meet hofpitality and the graces.— Bctfy and 
Kitty arc both invalids— Mrs. Sancho is well, and 
joins mc in every good wi(h. — Next month I 
hope brings you all to town — ^Bring health and 
Ijpirits with you. — ^Wc have no news — no trade ! 
confequcntly no money or credit. 

Give Mr. R my thanks for his friendly 

letter in your kindeft manner — and fay all to our 

worthy efteemed friend Mrs, C that gratitude 

can conceive and fricndlhip diftate — in the names 
of all the Sanchos — and at the head place 

Yours, &c, &c. 

I, SANCHO. 



LETTER LXXVL 
TO MR. S 



Yours just received Thursday, 
Oct. 4, 1778. 

^* Whatever ig— *s right— The world, 'tis true, 
•• Wa5 made for Csesar— and for Billy too.'* 

Poverty and Genius were coupled by the wifdom 
of PfQvidence for wife and good ends, no doubt 
—but that's a myftery. — ^I feel for and pity you 
— ^Apoxuponpity and feelings ! fay I: they neither 
fill the belly, nor clothe the body-^neither will 
they find lodgmg — or procure an infide birth in a 

M3 
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rafcally ftagc — ^Th?c and I too well know all dits 
—But as I am at this prefcnt moment^^thank 
fortune! not quite worth ten (hillings — pity—- 
curfed foolifh pity — is, with as filly wifhcs, all I 
haVc to comfort you with. — ^Wcrc I to throw out 
my whole thoughts upon paper, it would take a 
day's writing, and thou wouldft be a fool to read 
it— One dawn of hope I cnjey from the old faw— 
that " gloomy beginnings are for the moft part 
blefled with bright endings :'* — may it be fo with 
you, my friend ! — ^At the worft you can only fecc 
about — and your lodgings and old friends will 
cordially receive you — For my part, I have ufe 
for every mite of my philofophy — my ftate at 
prefent is that of fufpenfe— God's will be done ! 

This letter will reach you by the hands of a 
friend indeed — the bed and trueft I ever found — 
a man who, if the worth of his heart were 
written in his face, would be efteemed by the 
whole race of Adam — He will greet you kindly 
from the benevolence of his nature — and perhaps 
will not diflike you the more for the attachment 
which for thee is truly felt by thy fincere friend, 

I. SANCHO. 

Mrs. Sancho is well — Kitty mends very flow — 
Billy improves in faucinefs — The girls arc pretty 

good — Monfieur H rides uneafily — his faddlc 

galls him — his beaft is reftive — I fear he will never 
profecute long journeys upon him — he is for 
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fmoothcr roads— a pacing dt — quUtcd faddlc— 
fnaffle bridle, with filkcn ilems, and gold ftimips* 
—So mounted wc all fhould like j but I query 
albeit> though it might be for the eafe of our 
bodies, whether it would be for the good of our 
fouls. Adieu ! 

Should you be fo lucky as to fee B— , the houfc 
of tfee worthy Baronet Sir C-^ B — j mind I cau- 
tion thee to guard thy heart:— you will there meet 
with fenfe that will charm exclufive of beauty— 
^d beauty enough to fubdue— even were fenfe 
wanting-i-add to this, good-nature, and all the 
charities, in one fair bofom. — Guard ! guard thy 
heart! 



I^TTER LXXVII. 
TO MR. S— 



October 15, 1778. 

You want a long letter — ^whcre am I to find fub- 
jcft ? My heart is fick with untoward events- 
Poor Kitty is no better — the Ehike of Queenfberry 
ill — dangeroufly I fear — the bcft friend and cuf- 

tomer I have, M is juft now come in — ^nay 

he is at my elbow — ^You know I wilh you well— 
and that we all are well, Kitty excepted— fo let 
M conclude for your loving friend, 

I. SANCNO. 
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The above you arc to confider as bread and 

chccfc : M will give you goofc ftuffcd with 

grapes*. Mr. H called here laft night, 

and read yours: — he is worked fweetly— what 
with his office Jate hours, and his family's odd 
humours — ^But all is for the beft. 



LETTER LXXVIII. 

TO MR. R . 

October 16, 1778. 

MT DEAR FRIEND, 

Accept my thanks, my beft thanks, for your 
kind readinefs in obliging and fcrving my friend 

S . He has fenfe, honour, and abilities — 

TJiefe we fhould naturally fuppofe would infure 
him bread — But that is not always the cafe :— in 
the race of fortune, knaves often win the prize— 
whilft Honefty is diftanced — But then, mark the 
end — ^whilft the knave full often meets his de- 
ferved punifhment, Honefty yoked with Poverty 
hugs Peace and Content in his bofom. — But truce 
with moralizing — though in fcrious truth my heart 
and fpirits are low— The noble and good duke of 
Queenft)crry is, I fear, very dangeroufly ill. Exclu- 
five of gratitude for paft favours, and my own in- 

• Alluding to Mr. S ^"s last letter, wherein he had informed 

Mr. Sancho, that that epicurean morsel was one of the many^dishes 
with which he had been regaled at a place where he had lately 
dm«d. 
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tcreft in the hope of future, I grieve for the pub- 
lic lofs in him — a man who ennobled his titles, 
and made greatnefs lovely by uniting it withgood- 
nefs- — If he dies, his gain is certain, for he has 
ferved a mafter who will not wrong him — but 
the world will lofe a rare example ! and the poor 
a friend ! — He never knew a day's iUnefs till now 
for fifty years paft — His regularity of life and fere- 
nity of mind are in his favor — but his advanced 
life is againft him — 80 odd — The great fear is a 
mortification in his leg — The K — g and Q;^n paid 
him a vifit, as the prints muft have informed you 
—He came to town on purpofe to prefent himfelf 
at the levee— to thank them for the honor done 
him —He was taken ill the Sunday after their ma- 
jcftics' vifit, and came to town the Tuefday after 
—I have been or fent daily to inquire about him 
—and was there about two hours ago— The faculty 
are pouring in the bark — and allow his grace 
ftrong wines as much as he can drink — God's will 
l^e done ! 

Mr. S n writes in raptures of you all.— I 

wonder not at him— I only wifh for the good of 

mankind fuch charafters as B houfe contains 

were more plenty — Poor Kitty continues much 
the fame — The reft are, thank God, well. — Mrs. 
Sancho joins me in cordial wifhes to fclf and ladies. 

. Adieu, 

Yours fincercly and gratefully, 

I. SANCHO. 
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LETTER LXXIX. 

TO MR. S 

October 22, 1778. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

Have you never beheld a bull with double— no, 
not double— but with two very different profiles ? 
one crying — and one laughing — That is juft my 
fituation at prefent — for poor de Groote — huzza ! 
-^is prefented to the Charter-houfe — by — blefs 
him ! the good archbifhop of Canterbury— But, 
by a ftanding law, he cannot be admitted till a 
freih quarter begins — ^and, as he fays, he may be 
dead by that time — ^We will hope not — Well, this 
is the laughing fide. — The duke of Queenfberry 
died this morning. — Alas ! " I ne'er fhall look 
wpon his like again !"— the cleareft head, and moft 
humane of hearts — I have in common with many 
—many — a heavy lofs — ^I loved the good duke 
—and not without rcafon — ^He is gone to reap a 
reward which St. Paul could not conceive in the 
fleih, and which I will be bold to fay they both 
perfectly enjoy at this moment — God of his mercy 
grant,that thee and I— and all I love — yea, and 
all I know — may enter eternity with as promifing 
hopes — and realize the happinefs in ftore for 
fuch as the duke of Queenfberry ! 

Lord Lincoln died on his. pafTagc — the news 
came laft night — but he has left a fon and daughter 
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— T — is wcU — but ftill plagued with his unr 

coudi kinsfolk. 

Adieu, Yours, &c, &c. 

I. SANCHO. 

Kitty very poorly, the reft all well. 



LETTER LXXX. 
TO MIL S 

Charles Street, Westm. Nov. 29» 1778. 
DEAR S , 

Yours, dated from Madras, came fafe to hand 
—I need not tell you that your account pleafed 
me — and the ftyle of your letter indicated a mind 
purged from its follies — and a better habit of 
thinking, which I truft happily preceded a fteadier 
courfe of aftion— I know not whether or not Pro- 
vidence may not in your inftance produce much 
good out of evil — ^I flatter myfelf you will yet re- 
cover, andftand the firmer in your future life from 
the reflcftion (bitter as it is) of your former. — I 
have no doubt but you received my letter charged 
with the heavy lofs of your great, your noble, 
friendly benefaftrefs, and patronefs, the good 

duchefs of Qc Y^ ^^ entered into blifs, 

July 17, 1777, juft two days after you failed from 
5 
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Poitfmouth. — I have now to inform you, that 
his Grace followed her Oftobcr 21ft this year 5 
juft fifteen months after his good duchefs — full of 
years and honors — He is gone to join his duchefs, 
and fhare in the rewards of a righteous Godj who 
alone knew their mcritSi and alone could reward 
them. 

Thus it has plcafed God to take your props to 
himfclf— teaching you a lefTon at the fame time, 
to depend upon an honeft exertion of your owq 
induftry— and humbly to truft in the Almighty. 

You may fafcly conclude nqw, that you have 
not many friends in England — ^Bc it your ftwiy, 
with attention, kindncfs, humility, and induftry, 
to make friends where you are — Indulby with 
good-nature and honefly is the road to wealth.— 
A wife oeconomy — ^without avaricious meannels, 
or dirty rapacity, will in a few years render you 
decently independent, 

I hope you cultivate the good-will and friend- 

fhip of L . He is a jewel — prize him — love 

him~and place him next your heart— He will not; 
flatter or fear you — So much the better — the fitter 
for your friend — He has a fpirit of generofity-^ 
Such are never ungrateful — ^He fent us a token of 
his afFeftion, which we Ihall never forget.— Let 
me counfel you for your charafter's fake, and as 
bound in honor, the firft money you can fpare, 
to fend over 20I. to difchargc your debt at 
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Mr. pi— — .'s, the fadlcr— It was borrowed money, 
you know.— As for me, I am wholly at your fcr- 
vicc to the extent of my power — But whatever 
commiflions you fend over to me — fend money— 
or I ftir none — Thou well knoweft my poverty'— 
but 'tis an honeft poverty — and I need not blulhor 

conceal it. — ^You alfo are indebted to Mr, O ^ 

Bond-ftreet — ^What little things of that kind you 
•can recoUeft — ^pay as foon as you are able — It will 
ipunge out many evil traces of things paft, from 
the heafrts and heads of your enemies — creat^e you 
a better name— and pave the way for your return 
fome years hence into England— with credit and 
reputation. — ^Before I conclude, let me, as your 
true friend, recommend fcrioufly to you to make 
yourfelf acquainted with your Bible. — Believe me, 
the more you ftudy the word of God, your peace 
and happincfs will increafe the more with it.— 
Fools may deride you — and wanton youth throw 
out their frothy gibes : — but as you are not to 
be a boy all your life — and I truft would not be 
reckoned ^ fool — ufe your every endeavour to be 
a good man — and leave the reft to God. — Your 
letters from the Cape, and one from Madeira, I 
•received j they were both good letters, and de- 
fcriptions of things and places. — I wilh to have 
your defcription of the fort and town of Madras 
— country adjacent — people — manner of living— 
-value of money — religion— laws — animals— ^fa- 
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Ihion^— taftc, &c, &c. — ^In fhort, write any thing 
-—every thing — and above all, improve your mind 
with good reading— converfe with men of fcnfe, 
rather than with fools of fafliion and riches — be 
humble to the rich — afiable^ open, and good- 
natured to your equals— and coihpaflionately kind 
to the poor. — ^I have treated you freely in proof rf 

my friendfhip— Mrs. S ^ under the perfuafion 

that you are really a good man, fends her beft 
wilhcs — When her handkerchief is waflied, you 
will fend it home — ^The ^rls wilh to be remem- 
bered to you^ and all to friend Lincoln. 

Yours, &c. &c. 

I. SANCHO. 



LETTER LXXXI- 
TO MR. I -. 

^ Jan. I, 177^. 

In compliance with cuftom, I beg leave to wilh 

Mr, and Mrs. I happy years — many or few^ 

as the Almighty (hall think fit — rbut may they be 
happy !— As I wifh it fincerely, their obligation is 
of courfe the greater — and to oblige them yet mpre^ 
I will put it in their power to oblige me— which 
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they cto do by lending me the volmhc of Annual 
Regiftcrs (I think it is that of 1774) which has 
Goldfmith's Retaliation in it.— I hope Mr. and 
Mrs. I — have no complaints — but the general one, 
extreme coldnefs of the weather — which, though 
happily exempted themfelves from much fuffcring, 
by good fires and good cheer, yet I am fure their 
fympathizing hearts feel for the poor.— I find upon 
inquiring, that ten o'clock in the morning will 

beft fuit Mr. L . I will be in Privy Gardens 

juft five minutes before Mr. and Mrs. I and 

Mr. Mortimer — ^I hope Mrs. I— — will not pre- 
tend to repent — Sunday is a lazy morning. If Mrs. 

I has not read GanganeUi, it is time ihc 

fliould. I therefore take the liberty to fend 
them— 7]&^«r, Mr. I — will lay, is bad grammar- 
He is, madam, a good-natured critic*-! addrels 
myfelf to you, therefore, becaufe my heart tells 
me you will be a fuccefsful advocate for the 
blunders of a true Blackamoor. — ^I have had die 
confidence to mark the pajQfages that pleafed me 
moft in my poft-hafte journey through the goed 
PontiflPs letters — and I fhall be vam if Mrs, I— — 
ihould like the fame pa(rages«-*becaufe it woidd 
give a fandtion to the profound judgment of her 
moft obedient fervant, 

!• 9AMCH0* 

Note— The fixtcenth letter, ril verfe, is a kind 
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of ftuff which would almoft turn mc to the Romilh 
— ^thcrc is every thing m it which St. Paul had in 
his heart* 



LETTER LXXXn. 

TO I s •, ESQ. 

Charles Street, Jan. 177^ 
*' Beyond the fix*d and settled rules 
«' Of Vice and Virtue in the schools. 
•• Beyond the letter of the Law, 
«• Which keeps mere Fonnalists in awe, 
^ The better sort do set before 'em 
•* A grace — a manner— a decorum ; 
•• Something diat gives their acts a light; 
*' Makes 'em not only just— -but bright, 
«• And sets *em in Such open fame, 
** Which covers 2tta/nfy with shame.** 

Judiciously elegant Prior has befriended mc^— 

and defcribed my honored friend Mr. S . I 

wilh I knew which way to fhew my gratitude— The 
only method I can think of, is to enjoy the bene- 
fiti with a thankful heart, and leave God in his 
own good time to reward you. 
• I ihould laft night have gratefully acknow^ 
ledged the receipt of your letter and note 
—but I hoped for a frank — ^I am difappointed, 
and a longer delay would be unpardonable,— Be 
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affurcd, dear Sir, I fhall (with all the alacrity of a 
heavy man) bcftir myfelf in the execution of your 
generous order. — ^I hope Mrs. S — and every one 
of your family enjoy health and every good — 
Mrs. Sancho joins me in refpeds and thanks to 
Mrs. S— — and yourfelf. 

I remain, dear Sir, 

Your very obliged 

and faithful fervant, 

I. SANCHO. 



> 



LETTER LXXXIII. 
TO IGNATIUS SANCHO. 

Bath, April 20, 1779. 
MY WORTHY THOUGH UNKNOWN FRIEND, 

Notwithstanding we have not any perfonal 
knowledge of each other, yet I flatter myfelf thou 
wiltexcufe this addrcfs from one who equally loves 
and reveres a virtuous charafter, in whatever name, 
fociety, or clafs oF men it is found, without di- 
ftinftion. I am folly perfuaded that the great 
God, who made all the nations that dwell upon 
earth, regards the natives of Africa with equal 
complacence as thofe of this or any other country i 
and that the rewards annexed to virtue will accom-* 

N 
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pany it in all ages and nations, cither in this life, 
or in a future happier world which is to come. 

The principal view I have in addrefling thee by 
letter, is to inform thee that there have lately fallen 
into my hands two letters of thy writing, the one 
to a gendcman in the Eaft Indies, the other to my 
friend Jabez Filher from Philadelphia. 

I am fo much pleafed with thefc letters, on 
account of the humanity and ftrong good fenfc 
they contain, that I am very dcfirous of gaining 
thy permiffion to print them in a colleftion of 
Letters of Friendfhip^ which I think of publilhing 
in autumn, I have thy two letters in my pof- 
feflion, but did not think it would be afting can- 
didly to publilh them without thy confent, which 
I am very felicitous to obtain. If, in tranfcribing, 
any little inaccuracy in point of grammar has crept 
in, I will take care to corrcft it : there is nothing 
in them that can do thee the leaft difcredit : on 
the contrary, the fcntiments they contain do thee 
great honour ; and, if publifhcd, may convince 
fome proud Europeans, that the nobleft gifts of 
God, thofc of the mind, are not confined to any 
nation or people, but extended to the fcorching 
deferts of Guinea, as well as the temperate and 
propitious climes in which we are favoured to 
dwell. 

I Ihall be happy if thou wilt oblige me with a 
reply as foon as is convenient, and ftill more 
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fo if thou wilt write fuch an one as thou art 
willing to have appear with the other two in my 
colleftion. 

Be afllired, my friend, that I feel the regard I 
profefs : and fhould rejoice were it in my power to 
put an end to the flavery, or leflcn the mifery, of 
cne of thy poor countrymen. 

Mercy knows no diftinftion of colour ; nor will 
the God of mercy make any at the lafl: day. 
Adieu, my good Friend ! and believe me to be, 
with great cfteem. 

Thine in all ready fervices, 

EDMUKD RACK. 



THE ANSWER. 
SIR, 

I HAVE juft received your favor of the 20 :h 
inftant. As to the letters in queftion, you know. 
Sir, they are not now mine, but the property of 
the parties they are addrcflfed to. — If you have had 
their permiflion, and think the fimpie efFufions 
of a poor Negro's heart worth mixing with better 
things, you have my free confcnt to do as you 
pleafe with them j — though, in truth, there wants 
no increafe of books in the cpiftolary way — ^nor 
indeed in any way — except we could add to the 
N 2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



180 

tnily valuable names of Robertfon, Beattic, and 
Mickle, fome new Toungs, Ricbardfons, and 
Stemes. 

Accept my beft thanks for the very kind c^i- 
nion you^ arc fo obliging to entertain of me — 
which is too plcafing (I fear) to add much to the 
humility o^ 

Dear Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

U SANCHO. 



LETTER LXXXIV. 
TO MRS. I . 



Charles Street, Jan. 21, 1797. 
DEAR MADAM, 

My wife wifhes to fee Cymon — ^and my wifhes 
(like a civil hufband) pcrfcdlly correfpond with 
hers — ^I had rather be obliged to you than any 
good friend I have i — for I think you have an 
alacrity in doing good-natured offices— and fo I 
would tell the Q^n — if fhe dared difpute it. — 
You are not fo great indeed— but I am fure you 
arc as good — and I believe her to be as rich in 
goodnefs as fhe is high in rank— If my requeft is 
within the limits of your power, you will favor us 
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with the order foon in the day.— I have looked 
abroad for the wonder you wilhcd to be procured 
for you — but have niet with nothing likely 
hitherto. / 

Yours moft gratefully, 

I. 6ANCH0* 



LETTER LXXXV. 



TO MRS. H- 



Charles Street, Feb. 9, 1779. 
DEAR MADAM, 

I FELICITATE you in the firft place on the plea- 
fing fuccefs of your maternal care, in reftoring 
your worthy fon to good health— He looks now 
as well, frelh, and hearty, as love and friendfhip 
can wilh him. — Mrs. Sancho joins me in hearty 
thanks for your kind attention to our well-doing 
—and your goodnefs in the very friendly order— 
which I have endeavoured to execute with atten- 
tion and honefty. — As to news, there is none 
good ftirring — trade is very dull — money fcarce 
beyond conception — Fraud ! perfidy ! villainy ! 
from the hi^eft departments to the loweft — The 
K — ^g, God blefs him, is befet with friends — 
which he ought to fear.— -I believe he has one 
true friend only — and that is the Q^n, who is the 
ornament and honor of her fex. — Pray, dca? 

N 3 
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Madam, make my bcft rcfpcfts to your good fon 

and daughter, Mr. J , and all I have the 

honor to know. Our bcft thanks and wiftic? 
attend Mr. H and yourfelf, and believe me 

Yours, &c. 

I. SANCHO, 



LETTER LXXXVI. 
TO MR. G . 



Feb. 1779. 
SIR, 

The very handfomc manner in which you have 
apologized for your late lapfe of behaviour does 
you credit. — Contrition, the child of conviftion, 
ferves to prove the goodnefs of your heart — The 
man of levity often errs — but it is the man of fenfe 
alone who can gracefully acknowledge it. — I ac- 
cept your apology — and if in the manly heat of 
wordy conteft aught efcaped my lips tinged with 
undue afperity, I afk your pardon, and hope you 
will mutually exchange forgivenefs with 

JGN. SANCHO, 
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LETTER LXXXVIT. 

TO J S ; ESQ. 

March 9, 1779. 

It has given me much concern, dear Sir, the not 
having it in my power to make my grateful ac- 
knowledgments fooner for your very kind letter, 
and friendly prefcnt which accompanied it. — My 
firft thanks are due to heaven — who for the ex- 
ample, as well as fervice, of mortals, now and 
then blefles the world with a humane, generous 
being. — ^My next thanks are juftly paid to you— 
who are pleafed to rank me and mine in the 
honored clafs of thofe you wilh to fcrve : — for 
thefe fix pall weeks, our days have been clouded 
by the fevere illnefs of a child — whom it has plea- 
fed God to take from us ; and a cowardly attack 
of the gout at a time when every exet-tion was 
needful — ^I have as yet but very little ufe of my 
hand — but I am thankful to have fufficient to ex- 
culpate me from the vice of ingratitude—which 
my long filence might lay me under the imputa- 
tion of. — Mrs. Sancho begs me to exprefs her 
fenfc of yourkindnefs — and joins me cordially in 
the moll refpeftful fenfations and bell wilhes 
to Mrs. S — and yourfelf. I am, dear Sir, 

(and with very great reafon) 
Your much obliged 
humble fcrvant^ 

I. SANCHO. 
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time without date. — Your father has been exceed- 
ing kind — This very day Mr. W , of Ret- 
ford, called on me — a goodly-lookmg gentleman : 
he inquired after you with the anxious curiofity of 
a friend — told me your father was well — and, by his 
account, thmks by much too well of me. — 

Friend H fhall produce the things you wot of 

i— and brother O bring them in his hand. — 

H is a very filly fellow — he likes filly folks— 

and, I believe, docs not hate Sancho.^-To- 
morrow night I fhall have a few friends to me^t 

brother O . We intend to be merry — ^Wereyou 

here, you might add to a number, which I think 
too many for our little room. — So I hear that the 

^No, hang me ! if I fay a word about it — 

Well ; and how do you like the company of Mon- 
fieur Le Gout ? — Shall I, in compliance with vul- 
gar cuftom, wilh you joy ? Pox on it, my hand 
aches fo, I can fcrawl no longer. — Mrs. Sancho is 
but fo fo — the children are well — Do write large 
and intelligible when you write to me — I hate fine 
hands and fine language — ^Write plain honeft non- 
fcnfe, like thy true friend, 

I. SANCHO* 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 

TOMIU W E. 

Charlei Street, March 31, 177^. 

You wifh mc to write a confolatory letter to 
Mrs. W— c, my good friend. — ^What can I 
poflibly write but your good fenfe mull have 
anticipated ? The foul-endearing foothings of cor- 
dial love have the bell and ftrongeft cfFefts upon 
the grief-torn mind. — ^You have of courfe told 
her that thanks are due — greatly fo ! — to a merci- 
ful God — ^who might have bereaved her of a 
child, inftead of a worthy coufin — or that Ihc 
ought to feel comfort — and to acknowledge divine 
mercy — that it was not her hufband -.—that to 
lament the death of that amiable girl, is falfe 
forrow in the extreme. — ^Why lament the great 
blifs and choice prize of what we love ? — What is it 
flie has not gained by an early death ? — ^You will 
fay, fhe was good, and will fuppofe that in the 
tender connexions of wife, friend, and mother, 
fhe would have been an honored and eflcemed 
example.^— True — jQie might — and it is as true— 
Ihe might have been unhappilypaired — ill-matched 
to fome morofc, ill-minded, uneven balhaw — fhe 
might have fell from affluence to want— from 
honor to infamy — from innocence to guilt. -^In 
fhort, we miftake too commonly the objects of 
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x)ur grief— the living demand our tears — the dead 
(if their lives were virtuous) our gratulations. — In 
your cafe all that can be faid is^ — earth has loft an 
opening fweet flower {which, had it lafted longer, 
muft of courfe foon fade) — and heaven has gained 
an angel — which will bloom for ever. — So let us 
hear no more of grief— we all muft follow : — no ! 

let us rejoice with your worthy friend Mrs. ♦, 

joy to the good couple ! may they each find their 
refpeftive wifhesi may he find the grateful 
acknowledgment, of obliged and pleafmg duty !— 
and flie, the fubftantial, fond, folid rewards due 
to a reftitude of conduft — marked ftrongly with 
Jcindnefs and wifdom ! and may you, my friend 1 
— but my leg aches — my foot fwells — ^I can only 
fay, my love to the C — ds, and to poor Joe and 

Frank. — Read this to Mrs. W e. My filly 

reafoning may be too weak to reach her i— but, 
however, flie may fmile at my abfurdities — 1( fo> 
I ihall have a comfort — as I ever wilh to give 
pleafure to her dear fex — and the pride of my 
heart is ever to pleafc one — alas ! — and that one 
a — ^wife. — So writes thy true friend, 

I. SANCHO. 

Mr. W — : — e comes as far as Privy Gardens— 
but cannot reach Charles Street* 
How's that? 

* This union was remarkable for disparity of yearly the bride- 
groom being 78, the bride in the bloom of youth. 
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I hear my fchcme of taxation was infcrtfd 
direftly, and (houW be glad to fee the paper, if 
eafily got. 

Vanity ! 



LETTER XC. 
TO MR. L . 

May 4, 1779. 
Mr DEAR CHILD, 

I AM truly ferry to addrcfs this letter to you at 
this feafon in the Englifti channel — ^The time con- 
fidered that you have left us, you ought in all good 
reafon to have been a feafoned Creole of St. Kitt's; 
■**-but we muft have patience — what cannot be 
cured muft be endured. — ^I dare believe you bear 
the cruel delay with refignation — and make the 
beft and trueft ufe of your time, by fteady reflec- 
tion and writing. — ^I would wifh you to note down 
the occurrences of every day— to which add your 
ownobfervation of men and things — The more you 
habituate yourfelf to minute inveftigation, the 
ftronger you will make your mind— ever taking 
along with you in all your refearches the word of 
God — and die operations of his divine providence, 
p— Remember, young man— nothing happens by 
chance. — Let not the levity of frothy wit, nor 
6 
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the abfurdity of fools, break in upon your happier 
principles — your dependence upon the Deity— 
Addrefs the Almighty with fervor — ^with love and 
fimplicity — carry his laws in your heart — and 
command both worlds. — ^But I meant mere fatherly 
advice, and I have wrote a fermon. — ^Dear boy, 

't is my love preaches. N begged me to 

write a line for him, as he faid you wanted news— 
I have none but what you know as well as myfelf— 
fuch as the regard and bcft wifhes of Mrs. Sancho, 
the girls, and myfelf— fuch as wifhing a happy 
end to your long-protra6ted voyage — and a joyful 
meeting with your worthy and rcfpedtable family: 

-^and in order to leave room for friend N ^ I 

here affure you I am your afFedtionate friend, 

I. SANCHO. 



LETTER XCI. 

TO MR. R^i^— • 

May 1779. 
MY BEAR WORTHY R ^ 

Youi letter was a real gratification to a fomething 
better principle than pride— it plcafed my felf-lovc 
—There are very few (believe me) whofe regards 
or notice I care about — ^Yourfclf, brother, and 
O , with about three more at moft, form the 
whole of my male friendly connexions. — ^Your 
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brother is not half fo honcft as I thought him — he 
promifcs like a tradefman^ but performs Ukc a 
lord.— On Sunday evening we cxpeftcd him— the 
hearth was fwept — the ketde boiled — the girls 
were in print— and the marks of the folds in Mrs. 
Sancho's apron ftill vifible — the clock paft fix- 
no Mr. R Now to tell the whole truth, 
he did add a kind of claufe, that in cafe nothing 
material happened of holpital bufmefs, he would 
furcly do himfelf the &c. &c. &c. — Soj upon the 
whole, I am not quite clear that he dcfcrycs cen- 
fure — but that he difappointed us of a plcafurc 
I am very certain. — You don't fay you have 

fcen Mr. P . I beg you will, for I think he 

is the kind of foul congenial to your own.— 
AfropoSy the right hand fide (almoft the bottom 

of Gray-Street), there is a Mrs. H ^ an honeft 

and very agreeable northern lady, whom I fhould 
like you to know fomething of — which may cafily 
be done- if you will do me the credit juft to 
knock at Acr door when you go that way — and 
tell her, there is a Devil that has not forgot her 
civilities to him, and would be glad to hear flie 

was well and happy. — Mr. R called on me 

in the friendly ftyle — when I fay that, I mean in 

the R manner — He afked a queftion, bought 

fome tea, looked happy, and left us pleafed : — 
he has the graces. — ^The gout feized me ycfl:<>rday 
morning — the fccond attack — ^I looked rather 
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bkck all day.—Tcll Mrs. C -, I will lay any 

odds that fhe is cither the handfomeft or uglicft 
woman in Bath — and among the many trinkets (be 
means to bring with her, tell her not to forget 
health.— May you all be enriched with that 
blefling — wanting which, the good things of this 
world are trafli. — ^You can write tirefome letters ! 
Alas ! will you yield upon the receipt of this ?— 
If not, that palm unqueftionably belongs to your 
friend, 

I. SANCHO. 



LETTER XCII. 

TO I S— , ESQ. 

Charles Street, June 1 6, 1779. 
DEAR SIR, 

In truth, I was never more puzzled in my life 
than at this veryprefent writing — The a<5ts of com- 
mon kindnefs, or the efFufions of mere common 
good-will, I fliould know what to reply to — but, 
by my confcience, you aft upon fo grand a fcale 
of urbanity, that a man Ihould poflefs a mind as 
noble and a heart as ample as yourfelf, before he 
attempts even to be grateful upon paper. — You 
have m^de me richer than ever I was in my life — 
Till this day I thought a bottle ofgood wine a large 
7 
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poflcflion. Sir, I will enjoy your goodncfs with 
a glad heart — and every deferring foul I meet with 
fliall Ihare a glafs with me, and join in drinking 
the generous donor's health. Mrs. Sancho's eyes 
betray her feelings — She bids me thank you for 
her — which I do moll fincerely, and for myfelf, 

IG^ATIirS SANCHO. 



LETTER XCIII. 
TO MRS, H . 



June 17, 1779. 
DEAR MADAM, 

Your fon, who is a welcome vifitor wherever 
he comes, made himfelf more welcome to mc 
by the kind proof of your regard he brought in 
his hands. — Souls like yours, who delight in giv- 
ing pleafure, enjoy a heaven on earth i for I am 
convinced, that the difpofition of the mmd in a 
great meafure forms cither the heaven or hell 
in both worlds.-^I rejoice fincerely at the hap- 
pinefs of Mrs. W— : and may their happinefs 
increafe with family and trade ! — and may you both 
enjoy the heartfelt delight of feeing your children's 
children walking in the track of grace ! — I have, 
to my jQiame be it fpoken, intended writing to 
you for thefe twelve months paft — but in truth I 
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was deterred through a fear of giving pain.— Our 
hiftory has had little in it but cares and anxieties 
—-which (as it is the well-experienced lot of mor- 
tality) we ftrugglc with it, with religion on one 
hand, and hope on the other. 

Mr. W — — J whofe looks and addrefs befpeak 
a good heart and good fenfe, called on me. — I will 
not fay how muchl was pleafed — Pray make 
my kindcft refpefts to your good partner, and 
tell him, I think I have a right to trouble him 
with my mufical nonfenfe. — ^I wifh it better for 
my own fake— Bad as it is, I know he will not 
defpife it, becaufe he has more good-nature. — 

I hear a good report of Mr. S , and that his 

humanity ha^ received the thanks of a community 
in a public manner. — May he ! and you ! and all 
I love, enjoy the blifsful feelings of large huma- 
nity !— There is a plaudit as much fuperior to 
man's as heaven is above earth ! Great God, in 
thy mercy and unbounded goodnefs, grant that 
even I may rejoice through eternity with thofe I 
have refpedled and efteemed here ! — Mrs. Sancho 

joins me in love to yourfelf and Mr. H . 

Your fon Jacob is the delight of my|girls— When- 
ever he calls on us, the work is flung by, and the 
mouths all diftendcd with laughter : — he is a vile 
romp with children. — I am, dear madam, with 
true efteem and rcfpeft. 

Your obliged fcrvant, 

ION. SANCHO. 
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LETTER XCIV- 

TO I s , Esa 

June 29, 1779.' 

A LITTLE fifh — ^which was alive this morn — fcts 
out this cvc for Bury — ambitious of prcfcntmg 
itfdf to Mrs. S— . If it fhould come good, the 
Sanchos will be happy — In truth, Mr, S 
ought not to be difpleafcd— neither will he, I 
truft, if he confiders it — as it really is — a grain 
of fait — in return for favors received of princely 
magnitude — and deeply engraven in the hearts of 
his much obliged and faithful fervants. 

He and She Sanchos. 



LETTER XCV. 

TO MR. M ^ 



August 1, 177^ 
Coat and Badge. 

Bravo ! So you think you have given me the re- 
tort courteous — ^I admit it — Go to ! you arc 
fccdy, you are fly — true fon m the right diredt 
line of old Gaflpherious Sly.— Your letter to 
S— n makes ample amends for your impudence 
in prcfuming to mount my hobby — ^Yes, I do 
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affirm it to be a good, yea, and a friendly letter 
—.The Icading-ftring thought is new, and almoft 
poetic J— I watched him while he read it — he read 
it twice— I judge he felt the force of your argu- 
mentation :— may he avail himfelf of your friendly 
hints ! and may you have the heart-felt fatisfac- 
tion of finding him a wifer being than heretofore ! 
How doth George's mouth ? — ^I honor you for 
humane feelings — and much more for your 
brotherly afFedion : — ^but do not Namby-Pamby 
with the manly exertions of benevolence — ^What 1 
mean is— ah me ! poor George — to be fure 'tis 
well it's no worfe — but then the lofs of a tootbi 
and a fear, are fo disfiguring — ^Pooh, fimpleton, 
if his heart is right, and God bleffcs him with 
health, his exterior will ever be pleasing in fpitc 
of the gap in his gums— or fear above his chin. 

— G is likely— the rogue has a plcafing, 

eheery phiz — neither fo old — nor fo mouldy as 
ibme folks— Not having been rocked in the cradle 
of flattery — ^hc has confcqucntly more modefty 
tlian his elders. — I could eafily fill the flicet in 
contrafting the merits of the two lads — but then 
it would (I plainly forefce) turn out fo much to 
the difadvantage of Prince Jacky, that in mere 
charity I forbear— and fliall conclude with wifhing 
both your heads to agree, as well in good health 
as in the many good qualities which I have not 
time to enumerate. 

Mrs. Sancho is pretty well — the girls and Billy 
o 2 
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well — I am fomctimcs better — fometimcs fo fo 
—I ihould have anfwered you fooner — but y efterday 
was obliged to write all day — though faft aflcep 
the whole time — Perhaps you will retort, that it is 
the cafe with me at this prefcnt writing — Falfc and 
fcandalous. — ^I declare I was never more awake — 

Remember me to Mr. S , the ladies, and to 

thyfelfi if thou knoweft him. 

Farewell. Thine, &c. &c. &c. 

I. SANCHO. 



LETTER XCVI. 
TO MR. 1 



August 3, 1779. 
DEAR SIR, 

I MUCH wifh to ^hear that Mrs. I is quite 

recovered— or in the beft poffible way towards it. 
— I have next to thank you for your princely pre- 
fcnt— and to fay I fee) myfelf rich and happy in 
the fplendid proofs I have of your regard. 

You love a pun almoft as well as Dennis— I fhall 
contrive to be in your debt as long as I live— and 
fettle accounts hereafter— where I know no more 
than the pope.— But if you, Sterne, and Morti- 
xner, are there, fure I am, it will be the abode of 
the blcft.— But to bufinefs— I am conimiflioned to 
get as good an impreffion as poffible of St. Paul 
preaching to the Britons — fhall eftecm it a frefh 
obligation, if you will be kind enough to chufc 
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one, and fend by the bearer. — ^I return faith for 
pudding— and Mr. Sharpens ftriftures upon flavery 
— ^Theone mayamufe,if not edify : the other I think 
of confequcnce to every one of humane feelings.^ 

Do pray let me know how Mrs. I does — ^With 

shanks, rcfpefts, and why not fricndfliip ? 
J am, dear Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

I. SANCHO. 



LETTER XCVII. 

Tqt MR. M . 



August 14, 1779. 

You kindly gave me liberty to bring Mr. S . 

The propofal did honor to your heart, and credit 
to your judgments — but an affair has rendered 

that part of your invitation inadmiflible ^Now, 

pox take bad quills— and bad pen-makers!— Sir, it 
was fifty pound to a bean-lhcll, but that you h^d 
had a blot as big as both houfes of parliament in 
the very faireft, yea, and handfomcft part of this 
epiftle--My pen, like a drunkard, fucks up more 
liquor than it can carry, and fo of courfe difgorges 
it at random. — I will that ye obfervc the above 
fimile to be a good one — not the cleanlieft in 
nature, I own — but as pat to the pqrpofe as dram- 

03 
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drinking to a bawd— or oaths to a fcrjcant of the 
guards— or— or— dulncfs to a Black-a-moor-— 
Good— cxccffivc good ! — ^And pray what ? — (oh ! 
this confounded pen !) what may your Worfliip's 
chief employ have been ? — You have had your 
Devils dance— found yourfelf in a lazy fit — the 
inkftand, &c. ftarmg you full in the face — ^You 
yawned — ftretched — and then condcfccnded to 
fcold me for omitting what properly — and accord- 
ing to ftria rule — you fhould have done yourfelf 
a month ago. — Zounds ! — God forgive us lathis 
thought overfets the patience— coat and lining-*— 
of your right trufty friend, 

IGK. SANCHO, 



LETTER XCVIIK 

TO MR. M . 

August 20, 1779. 

In all doubtful cafes it is beft to adhere to the 
fide of leaft difficulty.— Now, whether you ought 
to have ftiown the plitejfss of the Ton in making 
enquiry after my Honor's health— and travels— or 
whether my Honor fliould have anticipated all 
enquiry — by fending a card of thanks for more 
than friendly civilities— is a very nice point, which 
for my part, I willingly leave to better cafuifts;— 
and as I honcftly feel myfclf the obliged party- 
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fo I put pen to paper as a teftimonial of the fame. 
—I will fuppofe your head improved — ^I mean 
phyfically : I will alfo hope your heart light — and 
all your combuftible paffions under due fubordina- 
tion— and then adding the finenefs of the morning 
— from^ thefe premifes I will believe that my good 
friend is well and happy. 

I hope George efFcfted his wifh in town. If he 
has to do with people of feeling, there is a fome-, 
thing in his face which will command attention and 
love — The boy is much handfomer than ever you 
were 5 and yet you never look better than when 
you look on him — ^Would to God you were as well 
fettled ! 

The ftage contained five g6od fouls, and one 
huge mafs of flefli *. — They, God blefs them, 
thought I took up too mu<;h room — and I thought 
there was too little — ^We looked at each other, like 
folks diffatisfied with their company— and fo jolted 
on in fuUen filence for the firft half-hour ; — and 
had there been no ladies, the God or Goddefs of 
Silence would have reigned the whole way. — For 
my part, quoth I to myfclf, I have enjoyed true 
pleafure all day — the morning was bright, refrefh- 
ing, and pleafant, the delicious bowl of milk, 
the frefti butter, fweet bread, cool room, and 
kind hoflefs — the friendly converfe, the walk— ^ 
the animated flow of foul in I — M— , — the little 

♦ Mr, Sancho was remarkable for corpulency. 
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but elegant treat high-feafoncd with welcome— 
Oh ! Sancho, what more could luxury covet, or 
ambition wifh for ? True, cries Reafon — then be 
thankful. — ^Hold! cries Avarice, with fquinting 
eyes and rotten dumps of teeth — hungry, though 
ever cramming — it coft thee one fhiUing and nine 
pence, one fhillmg and nine pence I fay.— What 
of that ? cries (Economy. We ate fairly half a 
crown's worth.— Aye, cries Prudence, that alters 
the cafe — Od-fo, we are nine pence in pocket, 
befides the benefit of frefli air, frefli fcenes, and 
the pleafures of the fociety we love. — ^The iky 
was cloudlefs, and, to do me a particular favor, 
the moon chofe to be at full — and gave us all her 
Iplendor — But our envious Mother Earth (to 
mortify our vanity) rofe up— rolling the whole 
way in clouds of duft. — Contention flew in at the 
coach-windows, and took poflTeflion of both the 
females : — " Madam, if you perfift in drawing up 
the glafs, we fhall faint with heat." — " Oh dear ! 
very forry to offend your delicacy j but I Ihall be 
fufFocated with dufl— and my clothes — " " I have 
clothes to fpoil as well as other folks, &c. &c- 
&c." — ^The males behaved wifely, and kept a 
ftrifter neutrality than the French with the Ame- 
ricans. — I chewed the cud of fweet remembrance, 
and with a heart and mind in pretty eafy plight, 
gained the caftle of peace and innocence about 
nine o'clock, — ^Well, Sir, and how do yojj find 
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yourfelf by this time ? — I fweat, I proteft — and 
then the bright God of day darts his blcflings full 
upon my fhop-window — fo intenfely, that I could 
fency myfelf St. Bartholomew broiling upon a 
gridiron. 

Oh! thou varlct— down — down upon thy 
knees, and blefs thy indulgent ftars for the bleflT- 
ings — comforts— beauties, &c. — of thy fituation. 
The Land of Canaan in poflcflion — milk and honey 
-— fhady trees — fweet walks covered with the vel- 
vet of nature — pleafant views — cool houfe — and 
the fuperintendency of the fweet girls— to whom 
my love and bleffings — ^And, firrah ! mark what I 
lay, and obey me without reply:— There is z 
plump good-natured looking foul — ^I think you 
called her Patty — my confcience tells me, that I 
owe her fomething more than kind words and cool 
thanks; — ^therefore tell her, a man that notes 
particularly the welcome of the eye — and faw 
plainly good-will and good-nature in the expreflion 
of her honeft countenance — fends her a dilh of tea 
— ^which Ihe muft fweeten by her cheery accept- 
ance of it — from one who knows not how to 
return the many, many obligations he has received 

from the he's and Ihe's of P houfe — exclufivc 

of what he owes — and Ihall be content ever to 
owe— the faucy rogue he addrcffes. 
Farewell. Yours, &c. 

I. SANCHO. 
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LETTEft XCIX. 

TO MRS. C . 

Charld Street, Aug. 25, 177^. 
MA CHERE AMIE^ 

In the vifions of the night — behold I fancied that 
Mrs. Sancho was in Suffolk— that fhe faw ftrangc 
places — ^fine fights — and good people — that Ihc 

was at B amongft thofe I love and honor — that 

Ihe was charmed and enraptured with fomc certain 
good folks who fhall be namelcfs— that fhe was 
treated, careffcd, and well pleafed — that fhe came 
home full of fcafts — kindnefs— and camps — and 
in the conclufion dunned me for a whole month to 
return fome certain people thanks — for what ? — 
Why, for doing as they ever do— -contriveto make 
time and place agreeable— truly agreeable to thofe 
who are fo lucky as to fall in their way : — in truth, 
fo much has been faid, and dcfcription has run fo 
high— that now I am awake — I long for juft fuch 
a week's pleafure— -But time and chance are againft 
me.— I awake to fears of invafion, to noife, faftion, 
drums, foldiers, and care : — the whole town has 
now but two employments— the learning of French 
—and the excrcife of arms — which is highly poli- 
tical—in my poor opinion — for, fhould the military 
fail of fuccefs— 'Which is not impoffible— why, the 
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ladies muft take the field, and fcold them to their 
fhips again.— The wits hero fay our fleet is out- 
lawed—others have advcrtifed it— The republicans 
teem with abufe, and the K — g's friends are ob- 
fcrved to have long faces— every body looks wifcr 
than common — the cheating (hop-counter is de- 
ferted, for the gofliping door-threfhold — and 
every half hour has its frefh fwarm of lies.— 
What's to become of us ? We are ruined and 
fold, is the exclamation of every mouth-— *tht 
moneyed man trembles for the funds— the land- 
holder for his acres — the married men for their fe- 
milies, old maids— alas ! and old fufly batchelors, 
for themfclves — ^For my part, I caii be no poorer 
—•I have no quarrel to the Romifh religion— and fo 
that you come to town in health and Ipirits, and 
occupy the old fpot — fo that the camp at Caven- 
ham breaks not up to the prejudice of Johnny 

O , and my worthy R — is continued clerk at 

Newmarket : in fhort, let thofe I love be unin* 
jured in their fortunes, and unhurt in their per- 
fons — God's will be done ! I reft perfeftly fatif- 
fied, and very fmcerely and cordially. 

Dear Madam, Yours, 

and my fweet little Mifs C — % 
moft obedient 

and obliged fervant^ 

X. SANCHO. 
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I ihould have faid a deal about thanks and your 
kindnefs— ^but I am not at all dear it would plcafe 
you, — ^Mrs. Sancho certainly joins me in every 
good wiih — ^The girls zrc well— and William 

thrives — Our bcft refpcfts attend Mr. B • and 

his good Lady — ^Mr. and Mrs. S-^ — . Adieu ! 

Pray make Mr. William Sancho's and my com-, 
pliments accepuble to Nutts.— We hope he is 
well, and enjoys this fine weather unplagued by 
flies^ and imbitten by fleas. 



LETTER C 

TO MR. S— . 



Augutt51, 1779. 

You have made ample amends for your ftoical 
filence — infomuch that, like Balaam — I am con- 
ftrained to blefs— where peradventure I intended 
thereverfe. — For hadft thou taken the wings of the 
morning — and fcarched North, Eaft, South, and 
Weft — or dived down into the fea, exploring 
the tfeafures of old Ocean— thou couldft neither 
in art or nature have found aught that could have 
made me happier — ^gift-wife — than the fwcet and 
highly finiftied portrait of my dear Sterne !— But 
who you found it— caught it— or came by it- 
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heaven and you know beft. — ^I do fear it is not thy 
own manufadturing. — ^Perhaps thou haft gratified 
thy finer feelings at an expencc which fricndfliip 
would blulh for.—" But what have you to do with 
that?" True — it may appear impertinent; but 
could aught add to the value of the affair, it 
would be its having you for its father. — But I 
muft haften to a conclufion. — ^I meant this — ^not 
as an epiftle of cold thanks— but the warm ebul- 
litions of Afi*ican fenfibility. — ^Your gift would 
add to the pride of Csefar — ^werc he living, and 
knew the merits of its original — ^It has half turned 
the head of a Sancho — as this fcrawl will certify. 
Adieu ! The hen and chicks defire to be remem- 
bered to you— as I do — to all ! — all!— all! 

I. s. 



LETTER CI. 
TO MR. I •. 



Sept. 2, 1779. 

In truth, I know myfelf to be a very troublefome 
fellow— But as it is the general fate of good-nature 
to fufFer through the folly dicy countenance, I fhall 
not cither pity^ or apologize.— I have to beg you 
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juft to examine my friend Laggarit's petition.-— 
Mr. P— does not fcem to approve of it — bul 
is for expunging almoft the beft half. — My friend 
has tried to get the great E — B — '$ opinion — but 
has met with a negative— he being too bufy to re- 
gard the diftreiSes of the lowly and unrecom- 
mended. — ^For my part, I have as much faidi in 

Mr. I 's judgment as in , and a much 

higher opinion of his good-will; — and as Mr. 

P may be partly hurried away by leaning 

rather too much to republican modes — I dare iay^ 
if he finds that your opinion coincides with the 
fcnfe of the petition as it now flamds, he will not 
be offended at its being prefcnted without his mu- 
dlations.— Mr. Laggarit is fcarfiil of offending 
any way — and has every proper fenfe of Mr. 

P 's zeal, and good-will.— I dare fay it 

will ftrike you as it does me— that in the petition- 
ary ftyle every term of refpcft is neccffary ; and 
although fome of the titles are rather profane, and 
others farcical— yet cuftom authorizes the ufe, 
and it is a folly to withftand it. 

Yoxu-s to command, 

I. SANCHO. 

I hope Mrs. I is as well as you would wilh 

her. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



307 

LETTER Cn. 

TO MR. S . 

Charles Street, Scpi i^ 1779. 
MY DEAR FRIEND^ 

Yqu can hardly imagine how impatient I was to 
hear how they behaved to you at B — u. I mufl: 
confefsyou give a rare account of your travels. 
I am pkafcd much with all the afFair, excepting 
the cellar bufinefs — ^which I fear you repented 
rather longer than I could wilh.— I had a letter 

from my honeft L n, who takes pride to him- 

felf in the honor you did him, and fays Mr. 

S pleafes himfelf in the hope of catching you 

on your return — when they flatter themfelves the 
piftures will merit a fecond review : — but beware 
of the cellar ! — ^I hope you are as well known at 
Scarborough as the Wells, and find more employ- 
ment than you want, and that you get into friendly 
chatty parties for the evenings. — ^If I might ob- 
trude my filly advice— it Ihould be to diflipate a 
little with the girls — but for God's fake beware 
of fentimental ladies ! and likewife be on thy guard 
againft the gambling Dames, who have their nightly 
petites parties at quadrille — and with their fliining 
faces and fmooth tongues, drain unwary young 
men's pockets, and feminize their manners. — 
But why do I preach to thee, who art abler 
to inftruct gray-hairs— than I anj to duft my 
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ihop ? — Vanity ! which has gulled mighty ftatcA 
meiiy mifled poor me> and for the i^e of appear- 
ing wifcr than I am— I pray you — ** fet me down 
an afs!" I enclofed a petulant billet to your 
Reverend Sire — ^which I hope he did not fend you. 
— ^There is no news worth talking about in town, 
excepting that it rains frequently, and people of 
obfervation perceive that the days are fhorter.— 
Mrs. Sancho and children all well — and I dare 
(wear — ^wilh you fo— in which they are heartily 
leconded by 

Yours lincercly, 

IGNATIUS SANCHO. 

How (hall I know whether you get this fcrawl, 
except you fend me word ? 



LETTJER cm. 
TOMILM . 



The Lamh^ juft now kindly delivered to the 
Bear'f the Monkey' s^ letter.— I am glad at heart 
that the forced exercifc did thy hip no hurt — But 
that N — of thine — ^I do not like fuch faces — if fhc 
is half what (he looks, (he is too good for any 

• Mr. M ^*s Sister, t Meaning himself i 

IHU. M I f to whom he often gaye that title. 
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place but heaven— where the hallelujahs are for 
ever chanting by fuch cherub-faced fluts as Ihe— 
Thank God ! ihe is neither daughter nor fifler of 
mine — I fhould live in perpetual fear.— But why 
do I plague myfelf about h^r ? She has a proteftor 
in you — and foul befall the being (for no man 
would attempt it) that wiihes to injure her !— 

Mrs. D I could like fo well, that I wiih to 

know but very little of her. Strange, but true — ^and 
when you have been difappointed in your fchcmel 
of domcftic happinefs, and deceived in your too 
hafty-formcd judgements, to the age of fifty, as 
oft as your friend, you will fully entex; into my 
meaning. 

She looks open, hopeft, intelligently fenfiblc— 
good-natured, eafy^ polite, and kind — know- 
ledge enough of the world to render her com-*- 
pany dcfirable — and agejuft fufficient to form 
her opinions, and fix her principles : — add to all 
this an agreeable face, good teeth, and a certain 
je ne Jai f«(?/— (forgive the'fpelling, and do not 
betray me)— But I fay again and again — when one 
has formed a great opinion of either male or female 
—'tis beft, for that opinion's fake, to look no fur- 
ther — There, rogue! 

I fliall take no notice of the tricking fi'audulept 
behaviour of the driver of the ftage — as low he 
wanted to palm a bad ihilling upon us — and as 
bow they flopped us in the town, and moil gene- 

F 
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roufly infultcd us — and as bow they took up a 
fat old man— his wife fat too — and child — ^and 
after keeping us half an hour in fweet convcrfe of 
the— of the blafting kind— how that the fat woman 
waxed wroth with hcuiplump matter, for his being 
ferenc— and how th^t he caught choler at her 
friftion, tongue-wife — ^how he ventured his head 
out of the coach-door, and fwore liberally — whilft 
his ^,in direft line with poor S ^n's nofe, en- 
tertained him with Jound and fweeteft of exhala- 
tions. — I Ihall fay nothing of being two hours al- 
moft on our journey — ^neither do I remark that 

S n turned fick before we left Greenwich, nor 

that the child p — upon his legs : — in (hort, it was 
near nine before we got into Charles Street. ' 

Sir, the pleafures of the day made us more 
than amends for the nonfenfe that followed. — 
Receipt in full. 

I. SANCHO. 

My beft refpefts to Mr. Y ; and my 

love, yea, cordial love to Nancy— Tell her — No— 
if I live to fee her again, I will tell her myfclf. 
• Obfcrve, we were feven in the coach — ^The 
breath of the old lady, in Jier heat of paflion, 
was not rofe-fcented : — add to that, the warmth 
naturally arifing from crowd — and anger — ^you 
will not wonder at S — t— 's being fick. — ^And he 
S wanted to be in town rather fooner. — ^My 
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compliments to George. — ^Mr. L is fd kind 

to.promife to call for this fcrawl — Thank him for 
me, as well as for thyfelf. — Adieu. — Mrs. S— 
is pretty well, the two Fannys and Kitty but in- 
different. 



LETTER CIV. 

TO MRS. VV ^E. 

Charles Street, Sept. 5p I779» 
* DEAR MADAM, 

Your wonder will be equal to your indignation 
—•when (after due apologies for the liberty of 
this addrefs — and a few good-natured protcfta- 
tions of fricndlhip and fo forth — with an injunc- 
tion to ftridt fecrecy) I inform you that it is ab- 
folutely ncccjflary for your immediate fctting out 
for Red-lion Court. — ^Your good man is only run- 
ning after all the'younggipfies about the neighbour- 
hood—All colours — blackor fair — are alike — ^This 
is the effeft of country air — and your nurfing. — 
The good man made his appearance on Thurfday 
evening laft — the glow of health in his face— joy 
in his eyes. — " Wife, Joe, and little Frank all 
well, and myfclf never better in'my life !*' — Apret- 
ty girl he led by the hand — and as if one petticoat 
plague was not enough, he infifted upon talking 
away two of mine —and carried hii point againflr 
every rcafonabic odds. — Away they all went to 

p 2 
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the play — ^and God onljr knows where eUi>— I 

threatened him with a modeil: report to Mdch^ 

bourn, but he feemed to care very lighdy about 

it.— So I humbly advife, as your bcft method of 

taming him, cither to infill upon his ipeedily 

coming down to you— or clfc your immediate fct- 

ting out for home. — At prefent he only attempts 

our daughters — but fhould you be ablcnt a month 

longer, I tremble for our wives.— For my part, I 

have Ibme reafon, for here both wife and daughters 

are as fond of Mr. W — — ^ as they dare own. — 

Serioufly, I think, you fhould coax him down, if 

only for a fortnight ; — for it is amazing faow much 

better he is for the fhort time he was abfent — and 

this I take to be the pleafanteft and whdlefomeft 

time for the country — if the evening dews are 

carefully guarded againft — I Ihall advife him 

ftrongly to take the other trip — and I truft your 

documents with the innocent fimplicity of all 

around him — fine air— excrcife— new milk — and 

the fmell of new hay — will make him ten thoufand 

times worfc thanhe is— Youwon*tlikehimthc worfc 

for that. My love attends coufms I— and F— . 

I am, dear Madam, 

Moft finccrcly yours to command, 

IGNATIUS SANCHO. 

Mrs. Sancho joins me in every thing but the 
abufe of Mr. W c. 

7 
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LETTER CV. 
TO MR. R 



Sept 7, 1779. 



DEAR FRIEND, 

We arc all in the wrong — a littU. — ^Admiral 
Barrington is arrived from the Weft-India ftation 
-rand brings the pleafant news, that D'Eftaing 
fell in with five of our Ihips of the line — with the 
beft part of his fleet. We fought like Englifh- 
men, unfupported by the reft: — they fought till they 
were quite difmafted and almoft wrecked — and at 
laft gave the French enough of it— rand got away all, 
though in plight bad enough : — but the confe- 
quencc was^ the immediate capture of the Gre- 
nadas. — ^Add to this — Sir Charles Hardy is put 
into Portfmouth, or Gofport; — and although 
forty-odd ftrong in line-of-batde Ihips, is obliged 
to give isp the fovcreignty of the channel to th^ 

enemy. L--*d S h is gone to Portfmouth, 

to bea witnefs of England's difgrace — and his own 
fhame. — In faith, my friend, the prefcnt time is 
rather eomique.-'^\rthx\A almoft in as true a ftate of 
rebellion as America. — Admirals quarrelling in 
the Weft-Indies — and at home Admirals that do 
not choofe to fight. — The Britilh empire moulder-^ 
ing away in the Weft — annihilated in the North 
'^Gibraltar going — and England faft aflccp^— ^ 

P3 
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What fay^ Mr. B to all this ? — ^Hc is a mi- 

niftcrialift,-^For my part, it's nothing to mc — as I 

am only a lodger and hardly that. — Give my 

love and refpcA to the ladics-^and beft compli- 
ments to all the gentlemen — with refpefts to Mr. 

and Mrs. I . 

Give inc a line to know how you all do — The 
poft is going— only time to fay God blefs you. — ' 
I remain 

Your affcftionatc 



Pad eleven at night. 



I. SANCHO, 



LETTER CVL 
TO MISS L . 



Charles Street, Sept. 18, 1779- 

I CANNOT forbear returning my dear Mifs L 

qur united thanks for her generous prefent — ^which 
came exadly in time to grace poor Marianne's 
birth-day, which was ycfterday. — The bird was 
good, ^nd well dreffcd : — that and a large apple- 
pye feafted the whole family of the Sanchos. 

Mifs L was toafted -, and although we had 

neither ringing of bells; nor firing of guns, yet 
the day was celebrated with mirth and decency-^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



215 

and a degree of fincere joy and urbanity feldoni 
to be feen on R — =--1 birth-days. Mary, as 
queen of the day, invited two or three young 
frieclds — Her breaft filled with delight unmixed 
with cares— her heart danced in her eyes-^and Ihe 
looked the happy mortal. — ^Grcat God of mercy 
and love ! why, why, in a few fleeting years are 
all the gay day dreams of youthful innocence to 
vanifh ? Why can we not purchafe prudence, de- 
cency, and wifdom, but at the expenfe of our 
peace ? Slow circumfpeft caution implies fufpi- 
cion — and where fufpicion dwells confidence 
dwells not.— I believe I write nonfcnfe — but the 
dull weather, added to a dull imagination, muft, 
and I truft will, incline you to excufe me. — If 
I miftake not, writing requires — what I could tell 
you, but dare not — for I have fmartcd once al- 
ready. — In Ihprt, I write jufl what I think — and 
you know Congreve fays fomewhere, that 

" Thought precedes the will," 

and 

" Error lives ere Reafon can be born.*' 

Now Will — Reafon — and Gratitude, all three 
powerfully impel me to thank you — not for your 
goofe — nor for any pecuniary felf-gratifying marks 
of generofity— butfor the benevolent urbanity of 
your nature — which counfcls your good heaxt to 
thmk of the lowly and lefs fortunate. — But what 

P4 
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what the echoed prtifes of the 
art-approving fcnf^ons of tmo 
is but the prelude to the divine 
day — " Well done, thou gopdt" 
ou and all I love— and even poor 
ofe joyful words, is the prayer of 
Yours, &c. &c. 

I. SANCHOj 



LETTER CVII. 
TO MR, 1 



0<?tobcr 3, 1779, 



me happy by procuring me an 
Henderfon for three any night 
o oblige a worthy man who has 
cafh— Believe me, there is more 
od-nature in my requcft — for I 
he honor of being countenanced 
tnd (hall oftentatioufly produce 
a proof of your kindnefs — and 
— Thanks over and over for 
lan's Letters, which I will fend 
or two, — I return the Sermons, 
ircU, that I have placed a ip^w ft? 
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of them by Yorick*s, and think they will not difi 
agree. — ^I pray you to fcpd by the bearer the bit 
of honored Mortimer you promiied for friend 

M , who, though he called fome few mowingi 

fincc on purpofc — yet was fo plagued with the 
mauvcnfc hondt (I believe I fpell it Yorkfhirely, 
but you know what I mean), that the youth could 
not for his foul fay what he was looking ^fter— 
If you accompany it with the fca-piece you kind- 
ly oflfcrcd me, I (hall have employment in clean- 
fmg and rcftoring beauties which have efcaped 
your obfervation — and I fliall confider royfelf 

Your much more obliged 

1. SANCHO. 



LETTER CVIII. 

TO Mr, m . 

October 5, ITfM 

You miftake— I am neither fick — idle — ^nor for- 
getful — ^nor hurried — nor flurried — nor lame — 
por am I of fickle mutable difpofition. — No ! I 
feel the life-sweetening afFeftions — the fwcU of 
heart-animating ardor — the zeal of honeft friend- 
ihip-^and what's more — ^I feel it for thee. — Now, 
3ir, what have you to fay in humble vindication 
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of your hafty conclufions ? What, bccaufc I did 
not write to you on Monday laft — but let a week 
pafi without faying (what in truth I know not how 
to fay, though I am now ferioufly fet about it)— 
In fhort, fuch hearts and minds (if there be many 
fuch, fo much the better), fuch beings, I fay, as 
the one I am now fcribbling to— Ihould make 
elcftions of wide different beings than Black- 
amoors for their friends. — The reafon is obvious — 
from Othello to Sancho the big — we are either 
foolilh — or mulifh — all — all without a fingle excep- 
tion. — Tell me, I pray you — and tell me truly— 
were there any Blackantoors in the Ark ? — Pooh ! 
—Why there now I fee you puzzled — Well — Well 
— be that as the learned (hall hereafter decide. — I 
will defend and maintain my opinion — fimply^ — I 
will do more — ^wager a crown upon it — nay> 
double that — and if my fimple tcftimoity faileth — 
Mrs. Sancho and the children five-dee p will back 
me — that Jj'oah^ during his ^pilgrimage iiwhe 
hJr^Tfd Ark, . nrvcr^ with- wifeand ilx children- fet 
down to a feaft upon a bit of finer— goodlier- 
fatter — fweeter — falter — well-fed pork; we eat 
like hogs. 

When do your Nobles intend coming home ? — 
The evenings get long, and the damps of the park 
after fun-fet But a word to the wife. 

Oh ! I had like to have almoft forgot; — J owe 
you a drefling for your laft letter. There were fome 
9 
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feucy ftrokcs of pride in it^ — the ebullitions of a 
high heajj^^and tenderly over-nice feelings— Go 
to — ^what have I found you ? My mmd is not 
rightly at cafe — or you fliould have it— And fo 
you would not give me a line all the week— be- 
caufe — But what ? I am to blame — ^A man in liquor 
—a man deprived of rcafon— and a man in love — • 
ihould ever meet with pity and indulgence : — in 
the laft clafs art thou ! — Nay, never blufli— plain 
as the nofe in thy face are the marks — refute it if 
you . are able— dilpute if you dare — for I have 
proofs— yea, proofs as undeniable as is the fin- 
cerity of the afFc6tion and zeal with which thou 
art ever regarded by thy 

IGNATIUS SANCHO. ' 

How do the ladies— and Mr. M— ? Mind, 

I ca»2 not about fo tell her, and lye. — You 

jnay tell George the fame ftory — but I (hoi^ld 
like to bear fomething about you all. . . 



LETTER CIX. 

TO MR. M . 

October 9, 1779. 

My friend Mr, I , who, like a fimple fellow 

with a palifh phiz— crazy head — and hair of% 
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pretty colour— Oft awkward loon-^whdm I da 
ibmctimcs ctrc about — ^who has more wit tjam 
moDcy— more good fenfe than wit— more urba- 
nity than fenfe— and more pride than Ibmc princes 
— ^ chap who talks well — writes better — and 
inean» much better than he cither fpeaks or in- 
dites.— A car^lefs, fon of nature, who rides with- 
out thinking — tumbles down without hurt— and 
gets up again without fwearing — ^who can — ia 
fiiort, he is fuch an eccentric phizpoop — fuch a 
veflel ! — a new Ikin full of old wine is the .beft 
type of him — ^know you fuch a one ? No ! I 
gueflcd as much — Nay, nay — if you think for a 
twelvemonth and a day, you will never be a jot the 
nearer— Give it up, n>an^ — Come, I will folve the 

myftery— His name is . I will tell you anon — 

But as I was faying— for I hate prolixity— as I was 

faying above — Mr. I (in imitation of the odd 

foul 1 have laboured to dcfcribe)wiftiingto do me 
honor as well as plcafurc — came in perfon twice, 
to infift accompanying be zndjhe and two more, 
to fee Mr. Henderfon take poifeflion of the throne 
of Richard— into the boxes — (I believe box is pro- 
perer) — ^We went — the houfe asfuU, juft as it could 
be, and no fuller— as hot as it was pofTible to bear 
—or rather hotter, — Now do you really and truly 
conceive what I mean ? — — ^Alas ! there are fome, 
ftupid fouls, formed of fuch phlegmatic, adverfe 
^Miteriak, that you might fooncr ftrikc conception 
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into a. flannel petticoat — or out of one— (now 
keep your temper, I beg, fweet Sir) than conviiice 
their fimpk craniums that fix and fevcn make 
thirteen. — ^It was a daring undertaking — and 
Henderfon was really awed with the idea of the 
great man, whofc very robes he was to wear— 
and whofc throne he was to ufurp. — But give him 
his due — he acquitted himfelf well — ^tolerably well 
-—He will play it much better next time— and the 
next better ftill. Rome was not built in fix weekt 
—and, truft me, a Garrick will not be formed 
under feven years. — ^I fupped with his Majcfty and 

Mr. and Mrs. I , where good-nature and 

good-fenfe mixed itfclf with the moft cheerful 
welcome. 

And pray, how is your head by this time ? — ^I 
will teach you to wilh for pleafure from Black- 
amoor dunderheads. — Why, Sir, it is a broken 
fieve to a ragged pudding-bag — By the time you 
have gone through this fcrawl you will be as flat, 
dull, and tedious, as a drunken merry-andrew— 
or a methodilt preacher— or a tired poor devil of 
a poft-horfe ;— or, to fum up all in one word, as 
your moft*— what you pleafc, 

I. SANCHO. 

Is fe/orpher Siuidois. 

Your true friend and fo forth. 

Zounds, Sir ! fend me a good handfomc epiftle 
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— fuch as you were wont to do in peaceful days 
before * * * had warped your faculties^ and made 
you lazy. — Why, you — but I will not put myfelf 

in a paflion,— Oh ! my M , I would thou 

wert in town — ^But 'tis no matter^— I am convinced 
in our next habitation there will be no care — love 
will poflefs our fouls— and praife and harmony^-^ 
and ever frefh rays of knowledge, wonder, and 
mutual communication will be our employ* 
Adieu. 

The beft of women — the girls— the boy — all 
well. I could really write as long a letter on a 
taylor's meafure, as your laft hurry-begotten 
note. 



LETTER ex. 
TO MR. M 



October 17, 1779. 

No! You have not the Icaft grain of genius- 
Alas ! dcfcription is a fcicnce— a man (hould in 
fome meafure be born with the knack of it. — 

Poor blundering M , I pity thee — Once more 

I tell thee, thou art a bungler in every thing— afk 
the girls elfe. — You know nothing of figures — you 
write a, wretched hand — thou haft a nonfenfical 
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ftyle — ^almoft as difagrecable as thy heart— Thy 
heart, though better than thy head — and which t 
wifh from my foul (as it now, is) was the worft 
heart in the three kingdoms — thy. heart is. a filly 
one — a poor cowardly heart — that would fhrink at 
mere trifles — though there were no danger of fine 
or imprifonment. — For example— come, confefs 
now— could you lie with the wife of your friend ? 
could you debauch his fitter ? could you defraud 
a poor creditor ? could you by gambling rejoice 
in the outwitting a novice of all his poflcflions ?— r 
No* —Why then thou art a filly fellow — incumber- 
ed with three abominable inmates j— to wit — Con- 
fcience — Honefty — and Good-nature — I hate thee 
(as the Jew fays) becaufe thou art a Chriftian. 

And what, in the name of common fenfe, im- 
pelled thee to torment my foul with thy creative 
pen drawing of fweet A— r — bn — s ? I enjoyed 
content at leaft in the vortex of fmoke and vice — 
and lifted my thoughts no higher than the beauties 

of the park or -? gardens.— What have I to do 

with rural deities ? with parterres— fields — groves 
— terraces— views — buildings — grots — temples— 
flopes — bridges — and meandering fl:reams — caw- 
ing rooks — billing turtles — happy fwains — the 
harmony of the woodland fliades — the blifsful 
conftancy of ruftic lovers ? — Sir, I fay you do 
wrong to awaken ideas of this fort :— befides, as 
I hinted largely above, you have no talent— no 
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language— no colouring — ^you do not groupe well 
•^no relief— falfe light and Ihadow— and then your 
pcrfpcftivc is fo falfc — ^no blending of rints— Thou 
art a fad fellow, and there is an end of it. 

S n, who loves fools (he writes to me) — ^but 

mum ; S n wiflies to have the honor of a line 

from quondam friend M . Now M is an 

ill-natured fellow — But were it contrariwife, and 

M would mdulge him — ^I would enclofe it in 

a frank — with fomething clever of my own to 
make it more agrecable.-^Sirrah ! refufc if you 
dare — ^I will fo expofe thee — do it — *tis I command 
you. — S-— n only entreats — ^You have need of 
fuch a rough chap as Sancho to counterpoife the 
plcafurcs of your earthly paradife. — ^Pray take 

care of your Eve — and now, my dear M , 

after all my abufe, let mc conclude 

Yours afFeftionately* 

IsSANCHO* 
POSTSCRIPT. 

The tree of knowledge has yielded you fruit in 
ample abundance:— may you boldly climb the 
tree of life, and gather the fruits of a happy im- 
mortality! — in which I would fain Ihare, and have 
ftrong hope, through the merits of a blcffed Re- 
deemer, to find room fufficicnt' for fclf — and all 
1 love — which, to fay what I glory in, comprehends^ 
the whole race of nun— and why not ? Namby 
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Pamby. M cannot write to S— — ntill I 

have your letter to cnclofe to him — If there is any 
delay^ the fault is not mine. 



LETTER CXI. 
TO MR. R 

October 20, 1779. 

2JouNDs, Sir ! would you believe ? Ireland has 
the ♦ ♦ * to claim the advantages of a free un- 
limited trade— or they will join in the American 
dance ! — What a pack of * * * are ♦ * * ! I think 
the wifefl thing Adminiftration can do (and I dare 
wager they will) is to Hop the exportation of po- 
tatoes — and repeal the aft for the encouragement 
of growing tobacco * * ♦. It is reported here 
(from e^tcellent authority) that the people at large 
furroundcd the Irifh parliament, and made the 
members — the courtiers — the formifts and non- 
cons — cats — culls — and pimp whiflcins — all — all 

fubfcribe to their Well, but what fays your 

brother ? — No better news, I much fear, from that 
quarter. — Oh, this poor ruined country ! — ruined 
by its fuccefs— and the choiceft bleffings the 
Great Father of Heaven could (hower down upon 
us — ruined by viftories — arts — arms — and un- 
bounded commerce — for pride accompanied th(^fc 
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blcflings— and like a canker-worm has eaten into 
the heart of our political body. — ^The Dutch have 
given up the Serapis and the Scarborough^ an4 
detained Paul Jones twenty-four hours after their 
failing :— -how they will balance accounts with 
France, I know not j but I do believe the Myn- 
heers will get into a fcrape. 

Tell Mr. B the Pyefleets fluftuate in price 

like the ftocks, and were done this morning, at 
Billingfgate 'change, at i/. 6s. id. per bulhel -, but 
I have fent them this evening properly direfted— 
alfo a book of Cognojcenti dilitanti divtrtimmti.'-^ 
As for the ladies, I cannot fay any thing in jufticc 
to their merits, or my own feelings : — ^therefore I 
am filent. — ^Write foon — a decent, plain, and intel- 
ligible; letter — a letter that a body may read with 
pleafure and improvement— none of your circum- 
roundabouts for 

I. SANCHO. 



LETTER CXir. 

TO MR. R . 

Nov. 1, 1779- 
DEAR FRIEND, 

I SHOULD on Saturday night have acknowledged 
your kindncfs, but was prevented by weaknefs ! — 
idlcnefs ! — or fome fuch nonfcnfe !— Were you 

7 
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here, Mrs. Sanc;ho would tell you I had quacked 
myfelf to death. — It is true, I have been unwell— 
from colds and from a purging ! — which diforder 
prevails much in our righteous metropolis — and 
perhaps from quacking :— but of this when wc 
meet, I was much pleafed with my letter from 
Sir John— in which there is very litde news — and 
lefs hope of doing any thing to the purpofe, 
cither in the conquering or conciliating mode, 
than in any letter I have been favored with. — He 
makes no mention of receiving any packets from 
me, and I have wrote fix or eight times within the 
laft twelve months — fo you fee plainly the packets 
are cither loft, or his letters ft opt. — I fliall give 
him a line by Wednefday's poft — and let it try its 
fortune. — ^I enclofe you fome An>erican congrefi 
notes — for he does not fay he has fent you any— 
though he mentions the ne^s-papers. 

Wc talk of fending over a vaft force next 
(pring. Why G — m — t will fo madly purfue a 
lofing game is amongft the number of things that 
reafon can never account for — and good fcnfc 
blufties at. — It is reported in the city, that our 
fafety this fummer was purchafed of D'Orvilliers 
and Monficur Sartinc. — ^It is certain (although a 
vote of credit was granted for a million) that there 
is no money in the Exchequer— and that the civil 
lift is 8cx),oool. in arrears. — This looks dark— 
whilft Ireland treats us rather lacoaic — Scotland 
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not too friendly— America fpcaks but too plainly : 
—but what a plague is, all thi$ to you and mc ? 
I am doomed to difficulty and poverty for life— 
and let things go as they will, if the French leave 
us Newmarket, they will not ruin my friend, — ^I 
hope the good ladies are well, and preparing for 

London Squire S and his good woman well 

alfo— he in the enjoyment of his gun, and fhe in 
the care of the fweet children. — ^My beft refpefts 

to Mr. and Mrs, B , and I Ihould be a beaft 

to negleft my worthy friend Mr. ST . Now 

I have a fcheme to propofe to the eleftors of Great 

Britain, to take Sir C and Mr. S for 

their patterns— and at the general eleftion (if they 
can find as many) to return 300 fuch— It would 
immortalize them in the annals of this country for 
their wifdom of choice — and what's much better^ 
it would perhaps (with God's bleffing) favc Old 
England.— We want, alas ! only a few honeft 
men of found principles and good plain under- 
ftandings — to unite us — to animate with one mind ! 
— one heart! — one aim! — and to direft — the 
roused courage of a brave people properly- 
then we might hope for golden times — and the 
latter end of the prefent reign emulate the grand 
clofe of the laft. 

I got a very pretty young lady to choofe this 
inclo fed ticket — meaning to baffle ill-luck; for, 
had I chofc it myfclf, I am certain a blank would 
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have been the confequence. — ^May it be profper- 
ous! — ^Mrs. Sancho joins me in every thing — Loyc 

to O . The girls giggle their refpefts to Mn 

R Billy joins in filence, but his love to 

Nutts is plain. How does he do ? 

Yours, 

IGN. SANCHO. 



LETTER CXIII. 
TO MR. S 



Nov. H, 1779- 
DEAR FRIEND, 

Yours by my brother gave me money — and, 
what was more pleafing to me, a tolerable account 
of your fucccfs — the lateneFs of the feafon con- 
fidered. — Come, brighten up : my brother P— 
has left us much happier than he found us. — We 
have fucceeded beyond our expeftation— Humility 
is the teft of Chriftianity — and parent of many, if 
not of all the virtues. — But we will talk this over 
when you return from grape-ftufied geefc and fine 

girls . H feems to be in better favor with 

her goddefsfhip lady Fortune — His affair will do — 
He will fltand a fair chance of rifing. — I wifh from 
my foul fomething good in the fame line was 
deftined for you — But have courage — Time and 
patience conquer all things.— I hope you will, come 

Q 3 
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home foon, and leave a foundation for better 

fcrtune next year at B , and its friendly 

neighbourhood. Kitty is very poorly — God's will 
be done ! — I have a horrid ftory to tell you about 
the — Zounds ! I am internipted. — Adieu ! God 
keep you ! 

Yours, &c. &c. 

K SANCHO. 

Mil.„ Sancho, and girls,, and Billy, fend their 
cnmplimrnrsj >Vr.-aftd-pfayaftQur relpeftivc loyes 
and beft wiflics to the friendly circle at B— — , 
and everv where elfe. 



LETTER CXIV* 

TO KIR. S . 

Nov. H3, 1779: 

You have miffed the truth by a mile — aye and 
more — ^It was not ncgleft — ^I am too proud for 
that — it was not forgetfulncfs. Sir, I am not fo 
ungrateful — it was notidlcnefs, the excufe of fools 
—•nor hurry of bufmcfs, the refuge of knaves — It is 

time to lay what it was. Why, Mrs. D was 

in town from Tuefday till Monday following — and 
then — and not till then—- gave me your letter — 
and mod gracioufly did I receive it — confidcring 
tl*at both my feet were in flannels — and are fo to 
this lucklcfs minute. — Well, Sir, and what have 
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you to fay to that ? Friend H— — has paid for 
them. — ^I pay him again — and (hall draw upon 
you towards Chriftmas — Never poorer fince cre- 
ated — But 'tis a general cafe — Bieffed times for a 
poor Blacky grocer to hang or drown in! — 
Received from your good reverend parent (why 
not honored father?) a letter, announcing the 
approach of a hamper of prog — ^which I wifh you 
was near enough to partake. — Your good father 
feels a fatisfaftion in doing — I think a wrong thing 
— His motive is right — and, like a true fervanc of 
Chrift, he follows the fpirit — ^not the letter — He 
will be juftified in a better world — I am fatisfied in 
this — and thou wilt in thy feelings be gratified- 
Huzza 1 — we are all right — but your father pays 

the piper. How doth Squire G ? odfo — and 

his pretty daughter? — Kifs the father for me — and 
drink a bottle with the fair lady. — I mean as I 
have wrote — fo tell them-^and do what's bcft in 
thy own and their eyes. — ^When you fee brother 

O , my love to him and his houfehold. ^I 

have no fpirits when the gout feizes me — pox on 
him ! — Great news from Sir Charles Hardy- 
Huzza for ever! — all mad — nothing but illumi- 
nations— out with your lights — bells ringing, bon- 
fires blazing — crackers bouncing— and all for 
what ?-^— what ? — The girls open-mouthed — Billy 
ftares — ^Mrs. Sancho rubs her hands—rThe night 
indeed is cold, but Billy muft go to bed — The 

«4 
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noify rogiics with the Gazette extra — Aun our cars. 
Adieu! 

Yours, &c. &c 

|, SANCHO. 

I fhould have enclofcd a paper, but it will coft 
the devil and aU — My family all join in cuftomary 
cuftoms. 



LETTER CXV, 

TO I S ■ . , ESQ, 

Charles Street, Nov. 21, 1779. 
DEAR SIR, 

We are happy to hear by brother O that you 

and Mrs. S enjoy good health — ^May God 

preferve it, and increafc your every /comfort ! 

I am far from being forry^hat you have not 
been in town this autumn — for London has been 
fickly— almoft every body full of complaint— add 
alfo that the times are equally full of difeafe— 
Luxury ! Folly ! Difeafe ! and Poverty ! you may 
fee daily riding in the fame coach — the doors or- 
namented with the honors of a virtuous anceftry 
topped with coronets -, furroundcd with mantle 
ermined — and, alas ! Corruption for the fup- 
porters. 

Now, my good Sir, you can have no real plea- 
fure but what muft arifc from your own heart 
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were you amongft us— and that would be in pity- 
ing our weaknefs, and fighing over diftrefles your 
benevolence of heart could not alleviate. — ^And 
yet I fear, if you keep from town till times mend, 
I fhall have no chance of feeing you this fide 
eternity. You fhould come up for a day or two, 
were it only to be witncfs to the roguery of M — rs 
and lottcry-office-keepers— and the madnefs of 
the dupes of each.— I have much to thank you for 
— which I will not forget in a better world, if I 
fee you not in this. — We have eat your turkey to- 
day-^it is a joke to fay it was good — bad things 
feldom, if ever, come from Mr. S — > — . Mrs. 

Sancho joins me in thanks to Mrs. S- , who 

we hope will not ,be always unknown. — ^Thc 
cuftomary wifbes of the approaching facred feafon 
to you and all your connexions. — Pray excufc 
blunders, for I am forced to write poft — as I ex- 
pcft O every moment. As I write firft, and 

think afterwards, my epiftles are commonly in 
the Irifti fafhion. You, who prefer the heart to~ 
the head, will overlook the error of the man who 
is, and ever will be, very fincerely and gratefully. 
Your much obliged 

friend and fervant, 

ION. SANCHO. 

It is expeftcd the whole M y will run from 

their polls before Friday next, L— d S h and 
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L— d N — h excepted. Now I have a rcfpcft for 
L— d N — h ; he is a good hufband, father, friend, 
and mafter — a rt^X good man — but I fear a bad m — u 



LETTER CXVI. 

TO THE REV. MR. S 

Dec. 5, 1779. 
REV. AND HON. SIR, 

I HAVE juft now received your too valuable favor 
—Forgive me, good Sir, if I own I felt hurt at the 
idea of the trouble and coft you (from a fpirit too 
generous) have been put to — and for what, my 
good Sir ? Your fon fliewed me many kind- 
neffes— and his merits are fuch as will fpontane- 
oufly create him the efteem of thofe who have the 
pleafurc of knowing him — It is honoring me to 
fuppofe I could be of fervice to him. — ^Accept 
then, good Sir, of my thanks, and Mrs. Sancho's 
— and be afliired you have fcvenfold overpaid any 
common kindnefs I could render your deferving 
fon and my friend. — ^I wifh he was here to partake 
of your bountiful treat — for well do I know his filial 
heart would exult, and his eyes beam with love and 
rcfpeft. — Mrs. Sancho joins me in refpcftful ac- 
knowledgments and thanks to Mrs. S and fclf. 

We are, dear Sir, 

Your moft obliged fcrvants, 

ION. and (a^ sancho« 
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LETTER CXVII. 

TO MR. S . 

Dec. 14* 177^. 

I EXPECT an anfwcr. 

Yours, 

I. s. 

Our friend H— :: — *s head and heart are fully oc- 
cupied with fchemes, plans, refolves, &c. &c. in 
which (to his immortal honor) the weal and wel- 
fare of his S are conftantly confidered. The 

propofal which accompanies this letter, from what 
little judgment I have, I think promifes fair. — 
You will, however, give it a fair cxaminiation— - 
and of courfc determine from the conviftion of 
right reafon. — ^If as a friend I might prefumc to 
offer my weak opinion, I freely fay, I think in 
every light it fecms eligible. — The circle of your 
acquaintance . is at prefent circumfcribed— I mean 
in the artift line.— Now, in cafe you conncft your- 
fcif in a bufinefs which requires conftant daily per- 
ambulation — the chances are on your fide for 
forming acquaintance — ^perhaps friendfhips^ — ^with 
men of genius and abilities, which may happily 
change the colour of your fortunes— The old pro- 
verb is on your fide—" Two heads/' &c.— And 
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very fortunately in your cafe, where in fad one 
has wit, and the other judgment^^tht chair of 
intareft will have its complete furniture in the two 
top ornaments— and hon^y for its hafts. So much' 

for Monf. H , and now I have to reckon with 

you. How could you be fo prepoftcroufly wrong 
to trouble the rcpofe of your worthy father and 
mother about me ? Surely you muft think me ex- 
ceedingly interefted— or your heart muft be a very 
proud one. If either — in the firft inftance you 
did me a wrong — in the laft perhaps I may wrong 
you — Be it as it may, I know it gave me real 
vexation. — ^Your father fent fuch a bafket, as ten 
times repaid the trifling fervice I had the honor 
as well as pleafure of rendering a man of merit, 
and my friend : — believe me, I never accepted any 
prefent with fo ill a wilL — With regard to them, 
every thankful acknowledgment was due— I wrote 
a very embarraflfed letter of thanks, with a rcfolu- 
tion to give you a chaftifement for laying me un- 
der the ncceflity. — I hear with pleafure that you 
have enough to do. H declares he is forry 

for it — as he wants and wifhes you in town. Pray 

give my beft wifhes to McflT. B and S ^w, 

and my love to O . If you fhould happen to 

know a Mifs A , a rich farmer's daughter, 
remember me to her — Were you npt widow- 
witched, fhe or fome other heavy-purfcd lafs 
might be eafily attainable to a man of your— Aye, 
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zycy but that, fays , will not Be, I fear. — ^For 

I verily believe that * ♦ * * * for the * ♦ ♦ ♦ 
and by the fame token do you not ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 
* * ? But this is matter of mere Ipeculation, — 
God blefs you ! Yours fincerely — cordially — and 
fometimes offenfively — but always friendly, 

IGN« SANCHO. 



LETTER CXVIII. 

TO D B ^E, ESQ. 

Dec 17, 1779. 
GOOD SIR, 

A STRANGER to your perfon (not to yoUr vir- 
tues) addrefTcs you— will you pardon the interefted 
intrufion ? I am told you delight in doing good. 
—Mr. W — c (who honors me with his friend- 
ftips, by whofc perfuafion I prefume to trouble 
you) declares — ^you are no refpefter of country or 
colours — and encourages me further by faying, 
that I am fo happy (by the good offices of his too 
partial friendfliip) to have the intereft and good 
wifhes of Mr. B-- — c. 

Could my wifli be poffibly efFeded to have the 
honor of a General-poft-office fettled in my 
houfe, it would certainly be a great good— as (I 
8 
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am informed) it would emancipate me from the 
iear of fcmng the parifh oflices — for which I am 
utterly unqualified through infirmities — as well as 
complexion.*— Figure to yourfclfi my dear Sir, a 
man of a convexity of belly exceeding Falftaff— 
and a black face into the bargain— waddling in 
the van of poor thieves and pcnnylefs proftitutes 
—with all the fupercilious mock dignity of little 
office — ^what a banquet for wicked jcfl and wanton 
wit— as needs mull, when, &c. &c. — Add to this, 
my good Sir, the chances of being fummoncd out 
at midnight in the feverity of eafterly wmds and 
frofty weather — fubjcft as I unfortunately am to 
gout fix months in twelve — the confcqucnce of 
which mull be death — death ! Now I had much 
rather live — and not die — ^live indebted to the^ 
kindnels of a few great and good — in which glo- 
rious clafs, you, dear Sir, have the pre-eminence 
—in the idea of 

Your moft refpeftful 

and obliged humble fcrvant, 

ION. SANCHO. 
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LETTER CXIX. 

TO MR. B . 

Charles Street, Dec. 20, 1779- 
DEAR SIR^ 

The Park guns arc now firing, and never was 
poor devil fo puzzled as your humble Sancho is 
at this prcfent moment. — ^I have a budget of frcfli 
news — ^aye, and that of confequencc — and a 
million of ftale thanks, which perhaps you will 
think of no confequcnce. — Impelled by two con- 
trary paflions, how fhould a poor Negro know 
precifely which to obey ? Your turkey and chine 
arc abfolutely as good, as fine, and as welcome- 
as nobly given, and as gratefully accepted — as 
heart can wifli, or fancy conceive — ^Thcn, on the 
other hand — the news is as glorious, as well-timed 
and authenticated, as pleafing, as falutary in the 
ininiftcrial way, as much wanted, and as welcome 
—as the turkey and chine — to a certain fct I mean 
—of king's friends and national ♦****. The 
faid turkey and chine will keep frcfh and good, 
and chcar fome honcft hearts (I truft) on Chriftmas* 
day .—The news, good as it is, may half of it 
prove falfc by Chriftmas— and the true part will 
be ftale news by that time — much of it. will be 
liable to doubt and malicious difquifition. — Now, 
on the other, hand, the turkey and its honcft fat 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



240 

companion arc bettering every day — ^and feaft us 
by anticipation. — But again, the news will come 
with a handfome face — attcfted by a Gazette ex- 
traordinary, garnilhed by the happy flourifhes of 
news-paper invention — ^Then there is the fpeech 

of the noble Sir C ; I meant to fay much 

upon that fcore — You have read it without doubt 
— -fo have I more than once or twice — and I find 
the fame fault with it that the majority and mino- 
rity do— which is neither more nor Icfs than 
what's exceeding natural to both parties — The 
majority deteft it for its truth — the minority would 
have better liked it— had it not been fo d — n'd 
bcneft. Now (between t)urfclves) I do confefs to 
you, my worthy friend, ftrip .this famed fpeech of 
its truth and honefty, there will very little worth 
notice remain— excepting candour, a fpice of be- 
nevolence, and perhaps too much charity : — ^but 
as the above are the vices only of a very few, we 

may the better endure it in Sir C '-. There is 

certainly an cxprefs arrived this day with very 
comfortable news — ^plenty of killed and wounded 
— plenty of prifoners— and (as it always happens) 
with litde or no lofs on our fide. — But dear me — 
how I have run on I— I proteft the fole bufinefs of 
this letter was to eafe my mind, by unburthening 
my head and heart of feme weighty thanks, which, 
for aught I know, except very decently managed, 
are more likely to give pain than pleafure to fome 
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odd-conftru6led minds, men who fatten upon do- 
ing good, and feci thcmfelves richer in proportion 

to their kindncfs : — fuch beings are the S s, 

the B- — s, the R-- — hs, O ns, &c. &c.— 

whom God mend — in the next world I mean.—- So 
wiftiing you every felicity in this, and every com- 
fort attendant on the approaching feftival, with 
love and good-will to all friends, cfpecially to 

Mrs, B— ^-^n, the worthy Mr. S 's family. 

Squire S ^ns, and his mate, in whicli Mrs. 

Sancho cjaims her full fliarc, I remaip, dear Sir, 
(I fear J tire you) 

Your moft obliged 

humble fervant, 

I. SANCHO, 



LETTER CXX. 
TO MR. B 



Dec. 24, I779f 

Losers have the privilege tx> i;ail— I was taking 
the benefit of die aft, upon rtiy feeing Johnny 

O , when he abruptly (and not difagreeably) 

flopped my mouth with faying, he had juft load- 
ed a ftout lad, in the name of Mr. B , and 

difpatched him to Charles Street. — Now this fame 
fpirit of reparation may fuit well with both the in- 
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and out-fidc.of Mr. B j and thofc who know 

the man will not marvel at the deed. — For my 
own part, I have been long convinced of the blind- 
nefs, and more than Egyptian ftubbornnefs, of re- 
piners of every fcdt — for how can we fay but that 
feeming evils in the feed, with the cultivation of 
benevolence-^ mark that — may yield an abundant 
crop of real fubftantial good?— The confounded 
lurches, and four by honors, trimmed me of ten 
pieces. — Ten pieces 1 quoth I, as I was preparing 
for bed — better been at home, — Ten pieces! quoth 
Prudence. You had no bufinefs to play. — So much 
good money flung away ! cries Avarice. — Avarice 
is a lying old grub — I have pork worth twice the 
money — and the friendly wilhes of a being who 
looks hofpitality and good-will. — The blelBngs of 
the feafon attend you ! — May you have the plea- 
fure and exercife of finding out want, and reliev- 
ing it! — and may you feel more pleafure than the 
benefited ! — ^whicK I believe is moftly the cafe m 
fouls of a kind, *^mero\is, enlarged ftruftiire. — 
My refpcfts attend the gun and dog of Squire 

S , which being the things of mpft confe- 

quence, I name before Mrs. S or himfelf. — 

They and every one connefted with B houfe 

have my bcft wiflies — and you, my good Sir, the 

thanks of 

Your moft humble fcrvant, 

I. SANCHO. 
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LETTE8 CXXI. 
TO MRS, M— — . 

Christmas-Day, 1779* 

May this blcft fcafon bring every pleafure with 

it to my kind and worthy Mrs. M !. and may 

the coming year blefs the good and happy man of 
her heart with the poffeflion bf her pcrfon ! and 
may every future one, for a long period of time, 
bring an increafc to her joys and comforts !— So 
pray the Sanchos — and alfo join in thanks to 

Mrs. M for her friendly prefent. — ^Wiil Mrs. 

M be fokind to fay all that's civil and thank- 
ful to Mrs. W e, for her kindnefs in fending 

me a botde of fnufF? — and alfo make my refpeft- 
ful compliments to Mr. L— — ? God keep you all ! 
_ yours I remain, much 

obliged and thankful, 

IGN. SANCHO. 



LETTER CXXII. 
TO MR. W 



Dec. 26, 1779. 

It is ricedlefs, my dear Sir, to fay how pleafingly 
the news of your great good fortune aficAed us* 

R 2 
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— ^For my part, I declare (fclf excepted) I do not 
know, in the whok cirde of human beings, two 
people whom I would fooncr wifti to have got it ; 
—neither, in my poor judgment, could it have 
fallen with a probability of being better ufed in any 
other hands. The bleffifigs of decent competency 
you have been ufcd to from early childhood — ^your 
minds have been well cultivated. Virtuous and 
prudent in your conduct, you have enjoyed the 
only true riches (a good name) long.— Your 
power of doing good will ccruiiJy be amply in- 
creafcd ; but, as to real wealth, I will maintain 
it, you were as rich before. — ^You miift now ex- 
pe(?k a decent ftiare of envy— for, as every one 
thinks pretty handfomely of felf, moft of the un- 
fortunate adventurers of your acquaintance will be 
apt to think hew much plcafanter it would have 
been to have had twenty thoufand pounds to 
themfclves. — ^Avarice will groan over his full bags, 
and cry, "Well, I never had any luckT' Va- 
nity will exclaim, *' It is better to be born lucky 
than rich!" whilft Content, fheltered in her 
homely hovel, will cry, " Blcffings on their good 
hearts ! Aye, I knew their good parents— they 
were eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame, and 
made the orphan's and the widow's hearts fmg for 
joy. God will profpcr the family."— But while 
I am prating away, I negleft to thank you, which 
was the chief bufincfs of this letter— to thank 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



U5 

you, and to admire that reftitude of temper which 
could in the foil tide of worldly good fortune re- 
member the obfcure, the humble old friend — ^Ac- 
cept my dianks, and the plaudit alfo of a heart too 
proud to court opulence, but alive to the feelings 
of truth, facred friendfhip, and humanity. — Mine 
and Mrs. Sancho's thanks for your genteel prefent 

attend you, Mrs. W -, and the worthy circle 

round ! — May every year be productive of new 
happinefs in the fulleft fenfe of true wifdom — the 
riches of the heart and mind ! — So wifhes thy ob- ' 
liged iincere friend, 

I. SANCttQ. 



LETTER CXXIH. 

TO D. B ^E, ESa 

Dec. 50, 1779- 
HONORED SIR, 

Pjsrmit me to thank you — which I do moft fin- 
cerely — for the kindnefs and good-will you are 
pleafed to honor me with. — Believe me, dear Sir, 
I was better pleafed with the gracioujB and footh- 
ing manner of your refufal — than I have been in 
former times with obligations lefs gracioufly con- 
ferred.— I fliould regret the trouble I have given 
you, but that my heart feds a comfort, and my 
pride a gratification, from the reflcftion, that I 
R3 
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am cared for, and not unnoticed, by a gentleman 
of the firft worth and highcft charaftcr. I am, 
dear Sir, with profound refpeft and gratitude. 
Your moft obliged 
and humble fervant, 

I.'SANCHO. 



LETTER CXXiy. 
TO MR. I 



Dec. 1779* 
DEAR SIR, 

jThe bearer of this letter gives himfelf a very 
good report — he is certainly the beft judge — ^he 
can cook upon occafion — dreis and fhave— handle 
a falverwith addrefs — and clean it too: — he is but 
little in make, and I hope not great in opinion.^— 
Examine his morals — if you can fee through fo 
opaque a compofition as a Bengalian. — ^Was he 
an African — but 'tis no matter, he can't help the 
place of his nativity. I would have waited upon 
the worthy circle yefttrday, but the day was fo 
unfriendly I had not the heart to quit the fire-fide. 

— I hope you and Mi s. I have as much health 

and fpirits as you can manage — I have' had a pretty 
fmart engagement with the gout, of which I can 
give a better account than Sir Charles Hardy can 
of the combined fltet. — I wiih to place you. Sir, 
8 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^^ 



LETTER CXXV, 

TO MR. R-. , 

Last Day, 1779. 
DEAR FRIEND, 

I WISH I could tell you how much plcafurc I felt 
in the reading your cheerful letter — I felt that you 
was in good health, and in a flow of cheerfulnefs, 
which, pray God, continue to you. — I fhall fancy 
myfelf amongfl you about the time you will get 
this — I paint in my imagination the winning fmiles, 
and courteoufly kind welcome, in the face of a 
certain lady, whom I cannot help caring for, with 
the decent pleafingly demure countenance of the 

iitde C , Squire B , with the jovial expref- 

fion of countenance our old Britifh freeholders were 

wont to wear — the head and heart of Addifon's 

• «^4 
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in the Cenfor's chair — ^for the which purpofe I 
moft preflingly beg the favor of your company 
to-morrow, Friday the i9t;h, in the afternoon— to 
meet a young unfledged genius of the firfl water — r- 
who, as Welt^ar myfelf, is- fool enougETobelievc 
youpoffefs as much true tafte as true worth. — 
Be that as God pleafes — ^If you delight to do me 
honor, comply with this requefl:, and imagine 
Sterne would have done as much for 

I, SANCHO. 
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Sir Roger deCovcrlcyi S- tipf^ with good 

will, his eyes dancing in his head, confidering 
within his brcaft every Ipecics of welcome to do 
honor to his noble mafter, and credit to the night; 
and, laftly, my friend looking more kindnefs than 
his tongue can utter and prefent to every indivi- 
dual, in offices of love and refpeft.— My R j 

what would I give to fteal in unfcen — and be a 
happy fpcftator of the good old Englifh hofpitality 
—kept up by fo few — and which in former times 
gave fuch ftrength and confcqucnce to the anceftr]^ 
of the prefent frivolous race of Apoftates! — 

Honored and bleft be Sir C and his memory, 

for being one of thofe golden charafters that can 
find true happinefs in giving pleafure to his tenants, 
neighbours, and domeftics! — ^Wherever fuch a 
being moves, the eyes of love and gratitude follow 
after him — and infant tongues, joining the voice 
of youth and maturer years, fill up the grand 
chorus of his praifc. — ^I inclofe without apology a 

billet for ; he well knows how prbnt I naturally 

am to love him. — Biit love is untraftable, there is 
no forcing afFedions — But I perhaps too quickly 

feel coldnefs. has a noble foul — a,nd he has 

his foibles. — For me, 1 fling no (tone — ^I dare not| 
for, of all created beings, I know none fo truly 
culpable, fo full of faults, as is your very fincerc 
friend and obliged fcrvant, 

!• SANCHO* 
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As we commonly wifh well to ourfclves, you 
may believe that we cordially join in wiihing every 
good^ either in health, wealth, or honor, to the 

noble owner of B Hall— to the thrice dearly 

rclpefted — — guefs who ! to you and all— >and 
all and you. — Billy loves flelh — Kitty is a terma* 
gant— ^Betfy talks as ufual — ^the Fannys work 
pretty hard. Adieu ! I conclude 1779 ^^^ ^^ 
harmony of love and friendlhip. 



LETTER CXXVI. 
TO MR. S 



17ao» Jaauaiy the 4th day. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

You have here a kind of medley, a heterogeneous, 
ill-fpelt, heteroclite, (worfc) eccentric fort of 
a — a — ; in fliort, it is a true Negroc calibafti of 
ill-forted, undigefted chaotic matter. What a[n 
exc ellent p roem ! what a delightful fample of 
the grand abfurd ! — Sir— <lear Sir — as I have a foul 
to be faved (and why I fhould not would puzzle a 
Pr. Price), as I have a foul to be faved I only 
meant to fay about fifteen words to you — and the 
fubftance juft this — to wifli you a happy New- 
year — with the ufual appendages — and a Ibng et 
cetera of cardinal and heavenly bleflings. A propos, 
7 
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bldfings— never more fcanty — all beggars by Jove 
—not a Ihilling to be got in London :— if you arc 
better off in the country, and can afford to remit 
me your little bill, I inclofe it for that good end. 

— ^H is— but he can better teD you himfclf 

what he is — for in truth I do think he is in love, 

which puts the pretty G into my head — and 

Ihe brings her father in view.— My love and re- 
fpefts to each. — Mrs. Sancho joins me, and the 
girls her — and God keep you ! 

Yours fincercly, 

I. SAKCHO. 



LETTER CXXVIL 
TO W. I W ^E. 

Charles Street, Jan. 5, 1786. 
DEAR W— :^ E, 

Were I as rich in worldly commodity as in 
hearty wiU, I would (hank you moft princely for 
your very welcome and agreeable letter; — but, 
were it fo, I fliould not proportion my^ gratitude 
to your wants : — for, bleflcd be the God of thy 
hope ! thou wantcft nothing more than what's in 
thy poffcflion, or in thy power to poffefs. — I 
would neither give thee Money— nor Territory — 
JVomen^nor Horjes — nor Camels — nor the height 
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of Afiatic pride. Elephants j — ^I would give dice 
Books^ 

** Books, feir .Virtue's advocates and friends !*• 

But you have books plenty — more than you have 
time to digeft — ^After much writing — which is fa- 
tiguing enough — and under the laflitude occafioned 
by fatigue, and not fin — the cool reccfs — the 
loved book^^tht fweet pleafures of imagination 
poetically worked up into delightful enthufiafm— ^^ 
richer than all your fruits, your fpices, your dan- 
cing girls, and the whole detail of eaftern, effe- 
minate foppery — flimfy fplendour, and glittering 
magnificence.— So tliou thinkeft — and I rejoice 
with thee and for thee. Shall I fay what my heart 
fuggcfts ? No— you will feel it praife — and call it 
flattery — SHall I fay. Your worthy parent read 
your filial letter to me, and embalmed the grate- 
ful tribute of a virtuous ' fon with his precious 
tears. — ^Will you believe ! — he was for fome mi- 
nutes fpeechlefs through joy. — ^Imagine you fee 
usr— our heads clofe together — comparing notes j 
— imagine you hear the honeft plaudits of love 
and fricndlhip founding in thy ears— 'Tis glory to 
be proud on fuch occafions — 'tis the pride of me- 
rit — and as you allow me tocounfel you with free- 
dom, I d» ftrongly advife you to love praife — to 
court praife— to win it by every honeft, laudable 
exertion — and be oft, very often jealous of it : — 
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^x^niine the iburce it proceeds fixrni— *nd ciw 
courage and chcrifh it accordingly ; — Fear not— ^ 
mankind are. not too lavilh q£ icp— cenfure is dealt 
out by wholcfalc, while praife is very fparingly 
diftributed — Nine times in ten mankind may err 
in their blame— but in its praifes the world is fel- 
dom, if ever, miftaken. — Mark — I praife thee 
Jncerefyy for the whole and every fart of thy ^/i- 
duify in regard to my two fable brethren *. I was 
an afs, or elfe I might have judged, from the na- 
tional antipathy and prejudice through cuftom even 
of the Gcntoos towards their woolly-headed bre- 
thren, and the well-known dignity of my Lords 
the Whites, of the impropriety of my requeft — 
I therefore not only acquit thee honourably — but 
condemn myfelf for giving thee the trouble to ex- 
plain a right conduft. — I fear you will hardly make 
out this fcrawl, although it is written with a pen 
of thy father's — a prefent, mended from a parcel 

of old quills by his foreman, or brother C d. 

— ^Your honeft brother Jofeph came poll with 
your letters — good-will fhining in his face — joy 

• Mr. W— — -c having wrote word, that if any European in 
India associated with those of that complexion, it would beconsi. 
dered as a degradation, and would be an obstacle to his future pre* 
ferment : he laments in very strong terms the <*ruelty of such an 
opinion, hopes not to forfeit Mr. Sancho*s good opinion from be- 
ing compelled to comply witli the custom of the country, — ^with re- 
peated assurances of serving them, if in his power 5 though be 
must remain unknown to them. 
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in his innocent eyes :— he promifes to be as much 
a W— — c as his Indian brother. — ^You flatter my 
vanity in fuppofmg my fricndlhip of any utility to 
Joe. — He has in his good father Mofes and the 
Prophets — which you have hadr— and availed 
yourfelf well of the blcfllng — and I truft Joe will 
do tlie fame — befides having precept and example 

from a worthy and loving brother. — Poor M , 

your favourite — I fcarce knew her — fhe was as 
pure within, as amiable without— fhe enriches the 
circle of the bleft — and you have a friend in heaven. 
I hope you fometimes — aye often— confult with 
Dr. Young's Night Thoughts— <arry him in your 
pockets— court him— rquotc him — delight in him 
— ^makc him your own— and laugh at the wit, and 
wifdom, and faQiion of the world.— That book 
well ftudied will make you know the value of 
death — and open your eyes to the fnares of life: — 
its precepts will exalt the feftive hour- — brighten 
and blefs the gloom of folitude— comfort thy 
heart, and'fnfooththy pillow in fickncfs — and gild 
with luftre thy profperity — difarm death itfelf of 
Its terrors — and fwcetly foften the hour of diflfolu- 
tion.— I recommend all young people, who dome 
the honor to aAc my opinion — I recommend, if 
their ftomach§ are ftrong enough for fuch intellec- 
tual food — Dr. Young's Night-Thoughts — the 
Paradifc Loft — and the Seafonsj — which, with 
Nelfon's Fcafts and Fafts — a Bible and Prayer-^ 
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book — ufcd for twcntysjcars to make my travel- 
ling library — and I do think it a very rich one. I 
never trouble my very diftant friends with articles 
' of news — the public prints do it fo much better— 
and then they may anfwcr for their untruths — for 
among the multitude of our public prints, it is 
hard to fay which lyes moft. 

Your enclofed truft was direftly delivered to the 
fair hands it was addrcfTed to.— I have the autho- 
rity to fay^ it gave great pleafure to both the la- 
dies and your friend Mr. R , who wears the 

fame cordial friendly heart in his breaft as when 
you firft knew him. — ^Your friend Mr. John Rufh 
is ftill at New York with the Giiards— where he 
is very defervedly honored, loved, and efteem- 
ed: — he correfponds with his old acquaintance, 
and does me the honor to remember me amongft 
his friends. — Our toaft in Privy Gardens is often 

the three Johns : R , W e, and O , 

an honeft— therefore a noble triumvirate. 

I feel old age infenfibly ftealmg dh me — and, 
alas ! am obliged to borrow the aid of fpeftacles, 
for any kind of fmall print.— Time keeps pacing 
on, and we delude ourfelves with the hope of 
reaching firft this ftage, and then the next — till 
that ravenous rogue Death puts a final end to our 
folly. 

• All this is true— and yet I pleafe and flatter 
myfelf with the hope of living to fee you in your 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



455 

native country — with cvcrjr comfort poffcflcd— 
crowned with the honeft man's bcft ambition — 
a fair charaftcr.-—Majr your worthy, your rcfpcft- 
able parents, relations, and friends, enjoy that 
pleafure! and that you may realize every fond 
hope of'all who love you, is the wifh of 

Your fincere friend, 

IGNATIUS SAKCHO. 
POSTSCRIPT. 

This letter is of a decent length — ^I expeft a 
return with intereft. — Mrs. Sancho joins me ki 
good wifhes, love, and compliments. 



LETTER CXXVIII. 



TOMR.S . 

Charles Street, Jan. 11, 1780. 



MY DIAR FRIEND, 

Mr. R faithfully difcharged his commiflion 

—paid me the defirable— and intrufted me with 
ten guineas— to pay on demand— And here he 
comes, 'faith — as frefh as May, and warm as 
friendly zeal can make mortality — to demand the 
two letters— which he will deliver himfclf— for 
his own fatisfaftion. — I wifh from my foul that 
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ChinteUots, Secilctaries of Sts^, Kii^^ aye and 
Bifhops, were as fond of doing kind things^ — But 

they arc of a higher order — Friend R b only 

a Chriftian. — I give you credit ibr yoiir promife^ 
of reformation in the epiftolary way — and very 
glad am I to hear of your fucccfe.— Know your 
own worth — Honor yourfelf— not with fupercili- 
ous pride, but with the decent confidence of your 
own true native merit — and you muft fucceed in 
almoft any thing you choofe to undertake — So 
thinks Sancho. — As to what you requeft me to do 
by way of infpedting your goods and chattels in 
your late Ipdging, I muft beg to decline it — as I 
feel it awkward to infinuate the leaft deficiency in 
poirjt 6£_attention to your interefts in fuch a heart 

as H -'s— a heart which to my knowledge feels 

every fcntiment of divine fricndfhip for you — a 
heart animated with the ftrongeft zeal and flowing 
ardor to ferye you, to love you. 

The kindnefs of you and your two friends 
exceedingly embarraflcs me— I would not wifti to 
appear to any one either arrogant, vain, or con- 
ceited — ^no-Haor fervilc, mean, or felfifh.— I grant 
your motive is friendly in the extreme — and thofe 
of your companions as nobly generous— But; — but 
what — Why this — and the truth — Were I rich, I 
would accept it, and fay Thank ye, when I chofe 
it. — As I am poor, I do not choofe to fay Thank 
ye but to thofe I know and refpcft. — You muft 
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principle — Call it any thing but coldncfs and un- 
feeling pride, which is in fadl ingratitude in a 
birth-day fuit. — ^As to the Grand Turk of Norfolk 
-^if it comes, we will devour it, and toaft Don 

S and the unknown giver. — Thou, my S ^ 

haft (oh! proftrate, and thank the giver) a noble 
and friendly hearty fufceptible of the beft, the 

greateft feelings. H is thy twin brother— 

Perhaps he h^s more fire in his compofition.-— 
Woman apart, he is a glorious fellow — ♦ ♦ ♦ * 
Apart— alas ! alas ! alas !— ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ apart, what 
might not be hoped, expefted — from ♦*♦♦♦♦ 
So the poor boy flew his kite-^but the tail was loft. 
— Poor H has a book and a fair-one to ma- 
nage — ticklifh — ^vcry ticklifli fubjefts either — and 
your wprfhip has a book to caftrate, and a fan- 
dango to dance — with a 7>/ dc le rol, de le lol.^^ 
Your reafon for poftponing your journey to towh 
is wifely great, or greatly wife; — it does you 
honor, becaufe it is founded in equity. I am glad 

to hear the Rev. Mr. S ^ is better — I love and 

venerate that good man y — not becaufe he begat 
you, but for his own great parts and many virtues 
—(By the bye) I know more of him than you 
think for. — ^Tell brother O — — I am glad to hear 

he is well, and Mrs. O betters — and tell him, 

the name of the Bifhop's lady's dog (that was loj(t, 

s 
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and has been miffing thefc two months) is Sliefry ^^ 

When jrou fee Mn S , the good, the friendly^ 

generous Mr. S , my and mine make the 

relpefts of— we wifh him many happy years and 

his family.—To Mr. G and his amiable 

daughter, fay all that 's right for me.— And now 
to conclude, with dianks, &c. &c. I and we— that's 
ipoufe and fclf— remain, &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. 
&c. 

I. SANCHO. 



LETTER CXXIX. 
TOMR.S 



Charles Street, Jan. 17, 1780. 
MY DEAR FRIEKD, 

I BEciivED, as you taught me to expert, laft 
week, a very fine * ♦ *, and after it as kind a let- 
ter, in name of a Mr* E W of Norfolk, 

near Houghton-Hall, &c.— I have bcfpoke a 
frank, and mean to thank him, as I alfo thank you, 
whom I look upon as the grand friendly mover of 
the gencroufly handfomc aft* — ^You have your 
reward, for you had a pleafure in doing it ; — and 

* Mr. O— — > had promised Mr. 5)ancho two months before to 
«end him immediately a present of sherry. 
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Mr. W— has his, if he believes me honcft. — 
Could I any way retaliate, I Ihould feel lighter j — 
that's pride — ^I own it — Humility fhould be the 
poor man's Ihirt, and thankfulnefs his girdle — be 

it fo— I do requeft you to thank Mr. W for 

me, and tell him he has the praycrs-^not of a 
raving mad whig, nor fawning deceitful tory — but 
of a coal-black, jolly African, who wifties health 
and peace to every religion and country throughout 
the ample range of God's creation ! — and believes 
a painter may be faved at the laft day, maugre 
all the Mifs G— r-s and widows in this kingdom. 
I have done nothing in the Ihoe affair yet, for 

which I ought to afk poor C *s pardon as well 

as yours :-^the rogue has left the court, and gone 
to live in Fifti-market, Weftitiinfter-bridge i — ^I 
ihall ferret him out, and make him blefs his old 
mafter. 

I inclofe your receipts in proof of my honefty— 
a rare virtue as times go ! M-— - lias wrote to 
you — left his letter with me — and I, like a what 
you pleafe, let it flip into the fire, with a handful 
jof company he had no bufinefs to be amongft ;— 
he fliall write you another — you will both be 
angry — but you will both forgive, as good Chrif- 
tians ought, accidents — ^I am forry. — ^I will fay no 
more than God keep you and direft your goings ! 

Yours, &c. &c. 

X. SANCHO. 
S 2 
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\Vhcn you fee the honorable Mr. B— — , give 

our loves and beft wifhcs to him and Mrs. B , 

and Squire S and his good dame alfo. — Salute 

the home of G for me. 



LETTER CXXX. 
TO MR. W ^E. 



Charles Street, March 1, 1780* 
MY GOOD FRIBNDj 

I WISH to intereft you m behalf of the inciofed 
book, wrote by a ,greatly-eftecmcd friend, a 
young man of much merit, and a heart enriched 
with every virtue. — ^The book I beg you will 
fnatch time to read with attention — it is an anfwcr 
(as you will fee) to a flaming bigoted Mongrel 
againft Toleration ;— Swift fays, " Zeal is never 
fo pleafcd as when ypu fet it a tearing.*' He fays 
truly. Could you get the pamphlet (whofe title 
I forget), you would be better enabled to judge of 
the force, truth, and ftrength of my friend's an* 
fwcr :— *Formv part, I love liberty in every fcnfc, 
whilft connefted with honefty and truth.— It has 
been ihown a bookfeller, but he happened to be 
the very man who had juft publilhed a flimfy an- 
fwer to the fame — confcquently would not encou- 
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rage my friend's^, left it ilhould injure tlic fale of 
his other. — Undcrftand, my good friend, that th6 
author is very ill-calculated for bookfellers' and 
printers* jockeyftiip ; which, to a liberal mind, 
fraught with high and generous ideas, is death and 
the devil. 

I own I was guilty of teazing him into the finifh- 
ing this little work, with' a vie^v of having it 
printed— Now my friend is not richer than poets 
commonly are — and, in fhort, will not run any 
rifles. — I would gladly ftand the expenfe of print- 
ing, but I am not richer than he; — I want it 
printed — and requeft of you, if, upon perufing it, 
you do not find it inimical either to Religion, 
Country, or Crown, that you contrive to pufh it 
into the world without delay ; but if, upon mature 
deliberation, you find it dangerous, with wafhed 
hands fend it me back, and fet me down for an 
afs in the trouble I have given thee and myfelf. — • 
Perhaps, jaundiced by prejudice, I behold it with 
too partial eyes i for I verily believe it will not 
difcrfedit the printer— Suppofe you ihew it in con- 
' fidence to the greatly amiable, the good Mr, 

B e. I mention him in particular, for, fure I 

am, his nobly-benevolent foul would ftart at the 
bare idea of religious perfccution : — he would, I 
truft, feel the full force of my friend's reafoning 
— and his good opinion would be the beft fanftion 
for endeavouring to pufti the work forward* 
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I had the plcaforc of meeting a gentleman in 
our ftrcct one day laft week, who fecmed to be fo 
goodly a perfonage~that I faid to myfelf, therc't 
Sir Charles Grandifon— Jiis figure was noble, hi$ 
eye brightened with kindnefs j the man of falhion 
and of fcnfc was confpicuous in him — Think how I 
ftared, when the gentleman accoftcd me — faid, he 

knew me through my friend W a — his name 

was ♦ ♦ ♦ *. I bowe^ and ftammered fome non* 
fenfe— I was taken by furprize. — ^I am in fuch a 
hurry, and the pen is naught, that I fear you will 
fcarcely underftand diis fcrawl.— Remember I ^vc 
you full powers over this work— do what you can, 
butdo it foon, and make your report to your friend, 

I. SANCHO.* 



LETTER CXXXI. 
TO MRS. H . 



Charles Street March 25» ]7So* 
DIAR MADAM, 

I AND mine have a thoufand things to thank you 
for — Shall I fay the plain truth, and own I am 
proud to know that you care for me and my little 

• The book alluded to in this letter was printed under the title 
•f ** An Answer to the Appeal from the Protestant Association." 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



a63 

ones ? your friendly attention to our interefts proves 
it — but mortals ©f your caft are oftener envied 
than loved:— the majority, who are compofed 
chiefly of the narrow-minded or contrafted hearts, 
and of felfifli avidity, cannot comprehend the de- 
light in doing as they would be done by — and con- 
fequently cannot love what they do not underftand 
— -Excufe my nonfenfe, I ever write juft what I 
think — ^My bulinefs was to give you fome account 
why I delayed the teas, and to thank you for your 
very noble order. — Sir Jacob was here this after- 
noon, and if his looks tell truth, he is exceeding 
well, — ^H — — defires his love to you and the 
worthy partner of your heart, to whom I join with 
my fpoufe in wifhing every earthly felicity— ^hea- 
venly, you have both infurcd by being faithful 
ftewards. — Sir Jacob hath fent a parcel, which 
jtccompanics the teas, which I hope will reach 
you fafe and right, as they fet out to-morrow 

noon. — Tell Mr. H 1 I pray you, that the 

winter has ufed me as roughly as it has him — I 
never have been fo unwell for thcfe four months 
paft . — ^But, alas ! one reafon is, I do believe, that 
I fim paft fifty — But I hope with you, that fpring 
will fet us all right. — As to complaints in trade, 
there is nothing elfe — ^we are all poor, all grum- 
blers ; all preaching osconomy, and wifhing our 
p^lghbours to praftife it — but no one but the quite 
S4 
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undone begin at home. We are all patriots, aM 
politicians, all ftate quacks, and all fools— The la- 
dies are turned orators, and declaim in public; ex- 
pofe their perfons, and their erudition, to every 
Jackanapes who can throw down half-a-crown — As 
to the men, they are paft faving. — ^As I can fay no 
good, I will ftop where I am. — ^And is my good 

friend Mr. S unmarried ftill ? fie, fie upon 

him ! how can he enjoy any good alone ? He 
fliould take a partner, to lead him gently dowii 
the hill of life — to fupcrintend his linen and his 
meat — to give fweet poignancy to his beverage— 
and talk him to flcep on nights. — Pray tell him aH 
my fay — and alfo that the majority are killmg up 
the minority as faft as they can — ^Nothing hut 
duels, and rumours of duels. — ^But is it not time 
to finifh ? Dear Madam, forgive all my imper^ 
tinences ; and, believe me, dame Sancho and felf 
have a true fenfe of your goodnefs, and repeatedly 
thank you both for your kindnefs to. 

Yours in fincerity, 

and greatly obliged friends, 

ANN£ and IGN. SANCHO* 
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LETTER CXXXIL 
for Ae GENERAL ADVERTISER- 

April 29« 1780. 
FRIEND EDITOR, 

** In the multitude of Counfellors there is wif- 
dom/' fayeth the preacher — and at this prefent 
crilis of national jeopardy, it feemeth to me befit- 
ting for every honeft man to offer his mite of ad- 
vice towards public benefit and edification. — The 
vaft bounties offered for able-bodied men Iheweth 
the zeal and liberality of our wife lawgivers — yet 
indicated! a fcarcity of men. Now, they feem to 
me to have overlooked one refource (which ap- 
pears obvious) i a refource which would greatly 
benefit the people at large (by being more ufeful- 
ly employed), and which arc happily half- trained 
already for the fervicc of their country by be- 
ing — powder proof — flight, aftivc, young fellows: 
—I dare fay you have anticipated my fcheme, 
which is to form ten companies at leaft, out of 
the very numerous body of hair-dreffers — They 
are, for the moft part, clean, clever, young men 
—and, as obferved above, the utility would Uc 
immenfe : — ^The ladies, by once more getting the 
management of dieir heads into their own hands, 
might poffibly regain their native reafon and oeco- 
nomy — and the gentlemen might be induced, by 
mere neccffity,to comb and care for their own heads 
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— thofc (Imcan) who have heads to care for.— If the 
above fcheme (hould happily take place^ among the 
many advantages^ too numerous to particularize, 
which would of courfc rcfult from it— one, not of 
the leaft magnitude, wotdd be a prodigious faving 
in the great momentous article of time;— people 
of the ton of both fcxes (to fpeak within proba- 
bility) ufually lofing between two or three hoxOT 
daily on that important bufinefs. — ^My plan, Mr* 
Editor, I have the comfort to think, is replete 
with good — it tends to ferve my king and country 
in the firft inftance — and to cleanfe, fettle, and 
emancipate from the cruel bondage Oti French as 
well as native frifcurs, the heads of my fellow-.* 

fubjefts. 

Yours, &c. 

AFRICANUS. 



LETTER CXXXIII. 

TO MRS. H . 

Charles Street, May, 20, 1780, 
DEAR MADAM, 

Your goodnefs is never tired with aftion — how 
many, very many times, have I to thank you, for 
your friendly interefting yourfelf in our behalf! 
—You will fay, thanks are irkfome to a generous 
mind — fo I have done — but muft firft afk pardon 
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for a fin of omiflion. I never fent you word, that 
your good fon, as friendly as polite, paid me the 
note direftly — ^and would not fuffer it to run its. 
fight. They that know Sir Jacob will not wonder^ 
for he is a Chriftian — ^which means, in my idea, a 
gentleman not of the modern fort.— Trade is at fo 
low an ebb, the greateft are glad to fee ready 
money — In truth, we are a ruined people— let hire- 
lings affeft-^to write and talk as big as they pleafe — 
and, what is worfe, religion and morality arc 
vanifhed with our profperity — Every good prin- 
ciple fecms to be leaving us; — as our means lefTen, 
luxury and every fort of expenfive pleafurc in- 
creafes— The bleflcd Sabbath-day is ufcd by the 
trader for country excurfions — tavern dinners- 
rural walks — and then, whipping and galloping 
through duft and over turnpikes, drunk home.— 
The poorer fort do any thing — but go to church 
— diey take their duft in the field, and conclude 
the facred evening with riots, drunkcnnefs, and 
empty pockets :— The beau in upper life hires his 
whifky and beaft for twelve ftiillings; his girl 
drefled en militaire for half-a-guinea, and fpcnds 
his whole week's earnings to look and be thought 
quite the thing. — ^And for upper tiptop high life — 
cards and mufic are called in to diifipate the char- 
grin of a tirefome, tedious Sunday's evening— 
The example fpreads downwards from them to 
their domcftics ; — the laced valet and the livery 
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bcao cither debauch the maids, or keep their girlS 

— ^Thus profufion and curfed diflipation fill the 

prifons, and feed the gallows.— The clergy — ^hufh! 

I will not meddle with them— God forbid I fhould! 

they are pretty much the fame in all places ; — but 

this I will afiirm, wherever a preacher is in eameft 

in his duty, and can preach, he will not want for 

crowded congregations.— As to our politics — ^now 

don't laugh at me— for every one has a right to be 

a politician; fo have I; and though only a poor> 

thick-lipped fon of Afric ! may be as notable a 

Negro ftate-botcher as ♦♦♦♦♦, and fo on for 

five hundred— I do not mean B — e, S — lie, 

B— ^, nor D — n — g, mmd that — no, nor N— th,, 

G— m— e, J— k — ^n, nor W — dd — ne, names that 

will fhine in hiftory when the marble monuments 

of their earthly flatterers fhall be mouldering into 

duft.'— Ihavc wrote abfolute nonfcnfe — I mean the 

monuments of N — h, G — m— e, &c. and not of 

their flatterers. — ^But it is right I Ihould give you 

an apology for this foolifh letter. — Know then, my 

dear Madam, I have been ferioufly and literally 

fell aflcep for thefc two months j— true, upon the 

word of a poor fufierer, a kind of lethargy — ^I can 

flecp ftanding, walking, and feel fo intolerably 

heavy and opprcflcd with it, that fometimes I am 

ready to tumble when walking in the ftrcet. — I am 

exceeding forry to hear Mr. H— — is fo poorly—' 

and hopc^ through God's mercy, the waters will 

6 
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have the wifhcd efFeft — For my own part, I feel 
myfelf ten years older this year than the laft — 
Time tries us all — but, bleflcd be God ! in the 
end we fhall be an over-m^tch for Time, and leave 
him, fcythe and all, in the lurch — when wc (hall 
enjoy a bleffed Eternity. — ^In this view, and under 
the fame hope, we are as great — yea, as rcfpeft- 
able and confequential — as Statefmen ! Bilhops ! 
Chancellors ! Popes ! Heroes ! Kings I adtors of 
every denomination — ^who muft all drop the mafk 
when the fated minute arrives— and, alas ! fomc 
of the very high be obliged to give place to Mr. 

and Mrs. H -. May you and yours enjoy every 

felicity here ! every blefling hereafter ! wilh thy 
much obliged friends 1 

The sANCHOs. 



LETTER CXXXIV. 
fO J S , ESQ. 

Charles Street, June 6, 1780. 
DEAR AND MOST RESPECTED SIR, 

In the midft of the mod cruel and ridiculous 
confufion, I am now fet down to give you a very 
imperfeft fketch of the maddeft people that the 
maddeft times were ever plagued with. — The 
public prints have informed you (without doubt) 
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of lafl Friday's tt-anfaftions j — the infanityof Lord 
George Gordon, and the worfc than' Negro bar- 
barity of the populace; — the barnings and dc- 
Taxations of each night ^you will alfo fee in the 
prints :— This day, by confent, was fct apart for the 
further confideration of the wifhed-for repeal j— 
The people (who had their proper cue from his lord- 
Ihip) aflembled by ten o'clock in the morning- 
Lord N — , who had been up in Council at home till 
four in the mornings got to the houfe before eleven^ 
juft a quarter of an hour before the aflbciators 
reached Palace^yard : — But, I (hould tell you, in 
Council there was a deputation from all parties; — 

The S party were for profecuting Ld G— — , 

and leaving him at large ; — ^The At y G- — -1 

laughed at the idea, and declared it was doing juft 

nothing ;— The M y were for his expuUion^ 

and fo dropping him gently into infignificancy ;-^ 
that was thought wrong, as he would ftill be in- 
duftrious inmifchief; — TheR — m party, I fhould 
fuppofc, you will think counfelled beft, which is, 
this day to expel him the houfe — commit him to 
the Tower — and then profccute him at Icifure — 
by which means he will lofe the opportunity of 
getting a feat in the next parliament, and have 
decent leifure to repent him of the heavy evils he 
has occafioncd. — ^There is at this prcfent moment 
at Icafl a hundred thouland poor, mifcrablc, 
ragged rabble^ from twelve to iixty years of age^ 
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with blue cockades in their hats— bcfides half as 
many women iwid children, all parading the ftreets 
---the bridge — the Park— ready for any and every 
mifchief — Gracious God ! What's the niattcf now ? 
I was obliged to leave oflp-the fhouts of the mob 
—the horrid dafhing of fwords — and the clutter 
of a multitude in fwifteft morion — drew me to the 
door — when every one in the ftreet was employed 
in fhutting up (hop. — ^It is now juft five o'clock— 
the ballad-fingers are exhaufting their mufical ta^ 
Icnts with, the downfall of Popery, S — h, and 
N — h. — Lord S — h narrowly efcaped with life 
about an hour fince j the mob feized his chariot 
going to the houfe, broke his glafles, and, in 
flruggling to get his lordfliip out, they fomehow 
have cut his face — The guards flew to his aflifl> 
ance — the light-horfe fcowered the road, got his 
chariot, efcorted him from the coflfce-houfe, where 
he had fled for protcftion, to his carriage, and 
guarded him bleeding very faft home. This— 
this — is liberty! genuine Britifli liberty! — This 
inftant about two thoufand liberty boys. arc. Iwear- 
ing and fwaggering by with large fticks — thus 
armed, in hopes of meeting with the Irilh chair- 
men and labourers — ^All the guards are out — and 
all the horfe j — the poor fellows are juft worn out 
for want of reft, having been on duty ever fince 
Friday. — Thank heaven, it rains i may it incrcafe. 
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£) as to fend thcfc deluded wretches fafe to their 
homes, their femilies, and wives ! About two this 
afternoon, a lai^e party took it mto their heads to 
vifit the King and Queen, and entered the Park 
for that purpofc — but found the guard too nume- 
rous to be forced, and after fomc ufelefs attempts 
gave it up.— It is reported, the houfe will either 
be prorogued, or parliament diffolved, this even-* 
ing, as it is in vain to think of attending any bu-* 
finefs while this anarchy lafts. 

I cannot but felicitate you, my good friend, 
upon the happy diftancc you are placed from our 
fcene of conflifion.— May foul Difcord and her 
curfed train never nearer approach your blefled 
abode I Tell Mrs. S — ^— , her good heart would 
ach, did fhc fee the anxiety, the woe, in the face* 
of mothers, wives, and fweethearts, each equally 
anxious for the objeft of their wifhes, the beloved 
of their hearts. — Mrs. Sfiwicho and fclf both cori- 
dially join in love and gratitude, and every good 
wifh — crowned with the peace of God, which 
pafleth all underftanding, &c. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Yours ever by inclination, 

ION. SANCHtf^ 
POSTSCRIPT^ 

The Sardinian ambaffador offered 500 guineas 
to the rabble to fave a painting of our Saviour 
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from the flames, and icxk) guineas not to deftrqy 

an exceeding fine organ: The gentry told him, 

they would burn him if they could get at him, 

and deftroyed the pifturc and organ direftly. — I 

am not forry I was born in Afric. — I (hall tire you, 

I fear — and, if I cannot get a frank, make you 

pay dear for bad news. — There is aboutathoufand 

mad men, armed with clubs, bludgeons, and 

crows, juft now ffct off for Newgate, to liberate, 

they fay, their honeft comrades. — I wilh they do 

not fomc of them lofe their lives of liberty before 

morning. It is thought By many who difcem 

deeply, that there is more at the bottom of this 

bufinefs than merely the repeal of an aft which 

has as yet produced no bad confequences, and 

perhaps never might. — I am forced to own that 

I am for an univcrfal toleration. Let us convert 

by our example, and conquer by our meeknefs 

and brotherly love ! 

Eight o'clock. — I-ord George Gordon has this 

moment announced to my Lords the mob — that 

the aft fhall be repealed this evening : — Upon this, 

they gave a hundred cheers — took the horfes from 

his hackney-coach — and rolled him full jollily 

away : — ^They are huzzaing now ready to crack 

their throats. 

Huzzab. 

- I am forced to conclude for want of room — ^Thc 
rcmaindef in our next. 

T 
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LETTER CXXXV. 

TO J S , ESQ.- 

Charles Street, June 9, 1780. 
, MY DEAR SIR, 

Government is funk in lethargic ftupor — anarchy 
reigns — ^When I look back to the glorious time of 
a George II. and a Pitt's adminiftration, my heart 
finks at the bitter contraft. We may now fay of 
England, as was heretofore faid of Great Babylon 
— " The beauty of the excellency of the Chaldecs 
is no more j" — The Fleet prifon, the Marlhalfea, 
King'S'Bench, both Compters, Clerkenwell, and 
Tothill Fields, with Newgate, are all flung open j 
— ^Newgate partly burned, and 300 felons from 
thence only let loofe upon the world. — Lx)rd 
Mansfield's houfe in town fufFered martyrdom; 
and his fwcet box at Caen Wood efcaped almoft 
miraculoufly, for the mob had juft arrived, and 
were beginning with it, when a flrong detachment 
from the guards and light-horfe came moft criti- 
cally to its refcue— The library, and, what is of 
more confequence, papers and deeds of vaft value, 
were all cruelly confumed in the flames. — ^Lord 
North's houfe was attacked ; but they had previ- 
ous notice, and were ready for them. The Bank, 
the Treafury, and thirty of the chief noblemen's 
houfes, are doomed to fuflfcr by the infurgents, — 
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There were fix of the rioters killed at Lord 
Mansfield's, and, what is remarkable, a daring 
chap, efcaped from Newgate, and condemned to 
die this day, was the moft adtive in mifchief at 
Lord Mansfield's, and was the firft perfon fliot by 
the foldiers : fo he found death a few hours fooner 
than if he had not been releafed. — The miniftry 
have tried lenity, and have experienced its inutility; 
and martial law is this night to be declared — 
If any body of people above ten in number are 
fecn together, and refufe to difperfe, they are to 
be fired at without any further ceremony — fo wc 
cxpeft terrible work before morning. — The in- 
furgcnts vifited the Tovrer, but it would not do — 
They had better luck in the ArtUlery-ground, 
where they found and took to their me 500 ftand 
of arms ; a great error in city politics not to have 
fecured them firft. — ^It is wonderful to hear the 
execrable nonfenfe that is induftrioufly circulated 
amongft the credulous mob — who are told his 

M y regularly goes to mafs at Lord P — re's 

chapel — and they believe it, and that he pays out 
of his privy purfe Peter-pence to Rome. Such is 
the temper of the time's — from too relaxed a 
government— and a King and Queen on the throne 
who poflefs every virtue. May God in his mercy 
grant that the prefent fcourge may operate to our 
repentance and amendment ! that it may produce 

T 2 
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the fruits of better thinking> better doing, and in 
the end make us a wife^ virtuous, and happy- 
people ! — I am, dear Sir, truly Mrs. S 's and 

your mod grateful and obliged friend andfervant^ 

I. SANCHO. 

The remainder in our nciCu 

Half paft nine o'clock. 

Kiag's-Bench prifon is now in flames, and the 
prifoners at larger two fires in Holbom now 
burning. 



LETTER CXXXVI. 
TO J S ^ ESQ. 



June 9^ 1780. 
DEAR SIR, 

Happily for us the tumult begins to fubfide— Laft 
night much was threatened, but nothing done» 
except in the early part of the evening, when 
about fourfcore or a hundred of the reformers 
got decently knocked on the head i — ^thcy were 
half killed by Mr. Langdale's fpirits — fo fell an 
eafy conqueft to the bayonet and but- end.'— There 
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is about fifty taken prifoncrs, and not a blue cockidc 
to be fecn: — the ftreets once more wear the face 
of peace — and men feem once more to refumc 
their accuftomed employments !— he greateft 
loffes have fallen upon the great diftiller near 
Holborn-bridge, and Lord Mansfield; the former, 
alas ! has loft his whole fortune — the latter, the 
greateft and bcft colleftion of manufcript writings, 
with one of the fineft libraries in the kingdom.— 
Shall we call it a judgment ?— or what fhall we call 
it? The thunder of their vengeance has fallen 
upon gin and law — the two moft inflammatory 
thmgs in the Chriftian world. — ^We have a Cox- 
heath and Warley of our own j Hyde Park has a 
grand encampment, with artillery park, &c. &c. 
St. James's Paric has ditto, upon a fmaller fcalc. 
The Parks, and our Weft end of the town, exhibit 
the features of French government. This minute, 
thank God ! this moment Lord George Gordon is 
taken* Sir F, Molineux has him fafe at the 
Horfc-guards. Bravo ! he is now going in ftatc 
in an old hackney-coach, cfcorted by a regiment 
of militia and troop of light horfc to his apartments 
in the Tower, 

Off with his he^d — lo much for Buckingham. 

We have taken this day numbers of the poor 
wretches, mfomuch we know not where to place 
them. Blcir^d be the Lord ! we truft this affair 

T3 
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is pretty well concluded. — ^If any thing tranfpires 
worth your noticfc, you fhall hear from 
Your much obliged^ &c. &c, 

I. SANCHO. 

Beft regards attend Mrs. S . Hb lordlhip 

was taken at five o'clock this evening — betts run 
fifteen to five Lord George Gordon is hanged in 
eight days — He wifhed much to fpeak to his 
Majcfty on Wedncfday, but was of courfc refufedt 



LETTER CXXXVIL 
TO J 




MY DEAR SIR^ 

That my poor endeavours have given you infor* 
mation or amufement, gratifies the warm wifh of 
my heart; — for as I know not the man to whofc 
kindnefs I am fo much indebted, I may fafely 
fay, I know not the man whofe efleem I more ar- 
dently covet and honour. — ^We are exceeding forry 

to hear Mrs. S 's indifpofition, and hope, ere 

this reaches you, flie will be well, or greatly 
mended. — ^The fpring with us has been very fickly 
•—and the fummcr has brought with it fick times* 
Sicknefs ! cruel ficknefs I triumphs through every 
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part of the conftitution : — the ftatc is lick — the 
church (God prefcrve it !) is fick — the law, navy, 
army, all fick — the people at large are fick with 
taxes — ^riie Miniftry with Oppofition, and Oppofi- 
tion with dilappointment. — Since my laft, the 
temerity^ of the mob has gradually fubfided ; — r 
numbers of the unfortunate rogues have been 
taken : — ycftcrday about thirty were killed in and 
about Smithfield, and two foldiers were killed in 
the affray. — ^There is no certainty yet as to the 
number of houfes burnt and gutted, for every 
day adds to the account — ^which is a proof how 
induftrious they were in their ftiort reign.— Few 
evils but are produftive of fome good in the end : 
— the fufpicious turbulence of the times united the 
royal brothers ; — the two Dukes, dropping all paft 
refentments, made a filial tender of their fcrvices : 
-*-His Majefty, God blefs him! as readily ac- 
cepted it — and on Thurfday laft the brothers met 
—They are now a triple cord — God grant a blef- 
fing to the union ! There is a report current this 
day, that the mob of York city have rofe, and let 
^ooo French prilbncrs out of York-caftle — but it 
jneets with very little credit, I do not believe they 
have any thing like the number of French in thofe 
parts, as I am informed the prifoners are fcnt more 
to the weftern inland counties,— but every hour 
has its frelh cargo of lies. The camp in St. 
James's Park is daily increafing — that and Hyde 

T4 
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Park will be continued all fummcn— Th? K-— g 
is much among them, walking the lines, and c^i 
amining the pofts— He looks exceeding grave. 
Crowns, alas ! have more thorns than rofes. 

You fee things, my dear Sir, with the faithfiil 
eye which looks through nature up to nature's 
God — the facred page is your fupport-^the word 
of God your ihield and armour — ^well may you be 
able fo fweetly to deduce good out of cvi|r— the 
Lord ordereth your goings — and gives the blefTmg 
of increafe to all your wifhcs. For your ki|ic[ 
anxiety about me and family, we blcfs and tjian^c 
you. — I own, at firft I felt uneafy fpnfations— but 
a litde rcfleftion brought m^ to myfclf. — ^Put thy 
truft in God, quoth L— Mrs. Sancho, whofe vir- 
tues oumumbcr my vices (and I have enough for 
any one mortal) feared for me fuid for her children 
more than for herfelf.— rShe prayed too, \ dare fay 
—and her prayers were heard. 

America fcems to be quite loft /or forgot 
amongft us;— the fleet is. but a fecondary affair — 
Pray God fend us fome good news, to chear our 
drooping apprehenfions, ^d to enable me to fend 
you plcafanter accounts ; — for, truft me, my wor- 
thy friend, grief, forrow, dfjvaftation, blood, and 
flaughtcr, are totally foreign to the tafte and 

aflfcAion of 

Tour faithful friend 

and obliged fervant, 

J. SANCHO» 
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Our joint bcft yfifhfs %o Mrs. 3—, fclf md 
fiunily. 



LETTER CXXXVin. 

June 15, 17Sa 
P£AR $IR^ 

I AM exceeding happy to inform you^ that at 
twelve this noon I-ord Lincoln arrived exprefs 
fix)m Sir Henry Clinton, with the pleafing news, 
that, on the lath of April, Charles Town with ita 
dependencies capitulated to his M^jefty'js arms, 
with the lofs of only 200 men on our fide — By 
which fortunate event, five fhips of war, befides 
many frigates, and one thoufand feamen, were 
captured; and fcven thoufand military which com- 
pofed the garrilbn. — ^You will have pleafure, I am 
fure, m finding fo little blood ihcd — and in the 
hope of its acceleratii^ the fo much wiihed for 
peace. Inclofed is a iifb of the prifoncrs, which 
is from Lord Lincoln's account— at leaft lam con* 
fidently told fo-r-And, more than that, it is faid the 
late terrible riot was on a plan concerted between 
the French and Americans— upon which their 
whole hope of fuccefs was founded — ^They ex* 
peae4 univcrfal bankruptcy would be the confc^* 
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qtiencc, with dcfpair and every fad concomitant 
in its train. — By God's goodnefs, we have efcapcd 
—May wc defcrvc fo great mercy. 

Prays fmccrely yours, 

I. SANCHO. 

The Gazette wiU not be out in time, but you 
fhall have one to-morrow without fail. — As foon 
as this news was announced, the Tower and Park 
guns confirmed it — the guards encamped in the 
Parks fired each a grand feu dejoyt — ^To-night we 
blaze m iUuminadons, and to-morrow get up as 
poor and difcontentcd as ever.?— I wifh, dear Sir, 

very much to hear Mrs. S is quite recovered 

— ^It would indicate more than a common want of 
feeling, were not my wife and felf anxious for the 
health and repofe of fuch very rare friends.—- In- 
dulge us, do, dear Sir, with a fingle line, that we 
may joy in your joy upon her amendment, or join 
our wifties with yours to the God of mercy and 
love for her fpcedy recovery. — ^I inclofe you an 
fevening paper — there is not much in it. — ^Upon 
confideration, I have my doubts concerning the 
French and Americans being fo deep in the plan 
of our late riots : — there requires, I think, a kind 
of fupernatural knowledge to adjuft their motions 
fo critically — But you can judge far better thaa 
my weak ihtcllefts 5— therefore I will not pretend 

6 
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to affirm any thing for truth, except my fmcerc 
dcfirc to approve myfclf moft gratefully 

Your obliged fcrvant, 

ION. SANCHO. 



LETTER CXXXIX. 

TO I^.. S-H ^ ESQ. 

Juac 16, 1780. 
DEAR SIR, 

As a fupplement to my laft, this is to tell you a 
piece of private news — ^which gives miniftry high 
hopes in the future. General Wafliington, who 
was anxioufly watching Sir H. Clinton, no fooner 
faw with certainty his intention, but he (truck his 
camp, and made the moft rapid march to New 
York— They cxpeftcd it; — but as he was in fupe* 
rior force they felt their dangen — Sir H. Clinton, 
as foon a^ he could pofllbly fettle the garrifon of 
Charles Town, embarked with fevcn thoufand 
men, and got to New York in time to favc it ;— * 
and if he can poflibly bring Walhington to a bat* 
tie, it is thought the fate of America will be foon 
decided.— Thank God! the flcy clears in that 
quarter J — but we look rather lowering at home — 
Miniftry wifti now too plainly to difarm the fub^ 
jcdls.— Laft year, under dread of a French iriva- 
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fioHf the good people were thanked for rheir mill* 
taiy fervor— Matter tradefmen armed their jour- 
neymen and apprentices— ^and the ferjeants of the 
guanU ^bfolutely made little fortunes in teaching 
grown gentlemen of all defcripdons their exercife, 
«^In &ncied uniforms^ and fhining arms^ they 
marched to the rights wheeled to the lett^ and 
looked battle-proof; — but now it feems they arc 
not only ufclefs, but offcnfiTC. — ^How the affair will 
end, God only knows!-*! do not like its com- 
plexion^^^ovemment has ordered them to ^vc 
pp their arms : — if they do, where is Britiih liber- 
ty ? if they refiife, what is adminiftration ? Many 
are gentlemen of large property^r-Ions of Court 
Members, Lawyers, &c. — dangerous people.— 
Time will unveil the whole. — ^May its lenient 
powers pour the balm of healing councils on this, 
once glorious fpot ! — and make it as heretofore 
the niu^fc of freedom — ^Europe's faircft example 
•—the land of truth, bravery, loyalty, and of every 
heatt-gladdcning virtue ! That you and Mrs. 

S may, furrounded with friends, and, in the 

enjoyment of every good, live to fee the cottiplc^ 
$ion of my wilhcs— is the concluding prayer of^ 

Pear Sir, 

Yours cyer, &c. 
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LETTER CXL. 

TO J S ^ ESQ. 

June 19, If 80. 
DEAR SIRj / 

I AM forry to hear by brother O— - that Mrs. 
S yet continues but poorly — ^May Ihc be foon 

pcrfcftly well — and health attend you both ! We 
remain pretty quiet — the military arc fo judici- 
cufly placed^ that in fa A the whole town (in de- 
Ipitc of its magnitude) is fairly overawed and 

commanded by them. — His M y went this day 

to the Houfe, and gave them the very beft Ipeech, 
in my opinion^ of his whole life : I have the plea* 
furc to inclofc it. If I err in judgment, I know 
you more the true candid friend, than the fevere 
critic, and that you will fmile at the miftake of the 
head, and do juftice to the heart, of 

Your ever obliged, 

I. SANCMO« 

There is a report that the Quebec Fleet, 
efcorted by two frigates, arc entirely captured by 
a French fquadron. I hope this will prove pre* 
mature. 
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LCTTER CXLL 

TOMR.J W — E. 

Charies Street. Westm. June 23, 1760^ 
MY DEAR FRIENDj 

How do you do ? is the blcfling of health upon 
you ? do you eat moderately, drink temperately, 
and laugh heartily, fleep foundly, copverfc care- 
fully with one eye to plealure, the other fixed upon 
improvement ? The above is the Lope and wifh of 
thy friend, friend to thy houfe, and refpcftor of its 
charafter. — ^You, happy young man, by as happy 
a coincidence of fortune, are like to be the head of 
the W I family — May riches vifit you, coupled 
with honour and honefty ! — and then fwect peace 
of mind Ihall yield you a dignity which kings have 
not power to confer : — then will you experience 
that the felf-ennoblcd are the only true noble :— 
then will you truly feel thofe beautiful lines of 
Pope's, 

One self-approving hour whole years outweighs 
Of idle starers, or of loud huzzas; 
What can ennoble soti^ or slaves or cowards > 
Alas I not all the blood of all the Howards. 

Your father, I truft, will fend you fome public 
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prints, in which you will fee the bleflcd temper of 
the times — ^We are (but do not be frightened) ail, 
at Icaft two-thirds of xis, run mad — through too 
much religion;— Our religion has fwallowed up 
our charity — and the fell daemon Perfecurion is 
become the facred idol of the once free, enlightened^ 
generous Britons. — ^You will read with wonder and 
horror the fad, fad hiftory of eight fuch days as I 
wifh from my foul could be annihilated out of 
Time's records for ever. 

That poor wretched young man I once warned 
you of is, I find (from under his own hand), now 
rcfident at Calcutta— *Tis not in the power of 
friendihip to ferve a man who will in no one inftancc 
care for himfclf— fo I wifli you not to know him— 
but whatever particulars you can collaterally glean 
of him, I ftiall efteem it a favor if you would tranf- 
mit them to 

Your finccrc friend, 

IGNATIUS SANCHO. 

Mrs. Sancho joins mc cordially in every wifli 
for your good. 
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LETTER CXLII. 

TO J s ^ Esa 

June 37^ l78es^ 
DEAR SIK, 

Thbrk is news this day arrived, which, I believe, 
may be depended upon — that Rodney brought the 
French admiral to a fecond engagement about the 
26th of May; it unluckily fell calm, or the afiair 
would have been decifive. — The van of Rodney, 
however, got up to Monf. Guichen's fleet's rear, 
and gave it a hearty welcome. — Rodney ftill keeps 
the feas, and prevents the French fleet getting into 
Martinique.— The account fays, the enemy had the 
advantage of fix fliips of the line more than Rodney 
—and a report runs current, that Walfuigham has 
fallcn-in with the Dominica fleet, confifting of thirty 
merchantmen and two frigates, and taken moll of 
them — but this wants confirmation. — ^Dear Sir, j 
hope Mrs. S-— is better than mending— quite 
well — to whom our moft fincere refpedts.— Your 
order, good Sir, is completed, and, pleafe God, 
will be delivered to tomorrow's waggon. 

Excufe my fcrawling hand — in truth my eyes 
fail me. I feel myfelf fince laid winter an old man 
all at once— the failure of eyes— the lofs of tcetii— ^ 
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the thickncfs of hearing — arc all meflcngers fcnt 
irt mercy and love, to turn our thoughts to the 
important journey which kings and great men fel« 
dom think about: — it is for'fuch as you to medi- 
tate on time and eternity with true plcafure j— 
looking back, you have very much to comfort 
you ; — ^looking forward, you have all to hope, — 
As I have reafon to refpeft you in thi»life, 'may I 
and mine be humble witneffes in the next of the 
exceeding weight of blifs and glory poured out 
without meafurc upon thee and thine ! 

I, SANCHO. 



LETTER CXLIIL 

TO MR. O 

July 1, 1780. 
DEAR BROTHER, 

Shall I rejoice or condole with you upon this new- 
acquaintance you have made ? How the devil it 
found you out I cannot imagine — ^I fuppofe the 
father of mifchief fent it to fome richer neighbour 

at a greater houfe ; but as Johnny O w:is a 

charafter better known, and much more eftcemed, 
the gput thought he might as well juft take a peep 
at Farnham — liked the place, and the man of the 

u 
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place — and fo, ncftllng into your fhoc, quite forgot 
his real errand; — ^Thy guardian angel watched the 
whole procedure — Quoth he, ** I cannot wholly 
avert evils, but I can turn them into bleflings— 
this tranfitory pain Ihall not only refine his blood, 
and cleanfc him from other diforders — it Ihall alfo 
lengthen his life, and purify his heart, — the hour 
of affliftion is the feed-time of refkftion — the 
good fhall greatly overbalance the evil.** — ^As I 
am unfortunately an adept in the gout, I ought to 
fend you a cart-load of caudons and advice, talk 
nonfenfe about tight (hoes, &c. with a farrago of 
ftuff more teazing than the pain ; — but I hear the 
ladies vifit you — ^and, what's better, friendfhip in 

the Ihapc of Meflieurs S k and B n were 

fcen to enter the palace of F . I fupped lafl: 

night with Dn R , where your health was 

drunk, and your gout pretty freely canvaflcd. 
God orders all for the beft. 

Yours, &c. 

J. SAKCHO. 
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LETTER CXLIV- 

TO J — S— ^ ESQ. 

July 5, 17S0. 
D£AR SIR^ 

I RECEIVED yours this morning from the hands of 
a gentleman, who would not ftay to be thanked 
for the invaluable letter he brought me. — ^You 
truly fay, that cold lownefs of fpirits engender 
melancholy thoughts — For my part, I Ihould be a 
moft ungrateful being to repine, for I have known 
good health, and even now, though not well, am 
far from being ill, and have the friendlhip. of Mr. 
S ■ , and one or two more who do honour to 
human nature. — ^But the purpofc of this fcrawl is 
to confirm to you a piece of good news this day 
arrived — which is, that both the Carolinas, and 
beft part of Virginia, are all come into their alle* 
giance. The back fettlers have rofe, and muftered 
the reluftant. Thus the three richeft and ftrongeft 
provinces are now in the King's peace — for which 
God make us thankful. 

Adieu, dear Sir. Mrs. Sancho (whofc eyes 
kindle with pleafure while fhe fpcaks) begs to be 
joined with me in the moft refpeftful manner ta 
Mrs. S and yourfelf— hope Mrs. S— • is 

quite as well as you can wifli her. 
I am ever yours. 

Dear Sir, to comnxand, 

I. SAAfCHO. 
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LETTER CXLV. 

TO J S , ESa 

Charles Street, Auguit 18, 17«a 
MY DEAR AND. HON. SIR, 

My long filcnce was the tfft^oCz dearth of news 
-^I could have wrote its true, but you would have 
ill rclifhed a mafs of thanks upon favours received 
— ^Minds like yours difflife bleflings around ; and, 
like parent heaven, reft fatisfied with the heart— 
Your goodnefs, dear Sir, is regiftcrcd. there — and 
death will not expunge it — No j it will travel to 
the throne of grace, and the Almighty will not 
Wrong you. — lamjuft rifen from, table with my 
friend R y and we have toaftcd you moft cor- 
dially in conjun<5lion with the amiable' partner of 
your heart, whom I hope in fome happy time to 
fee — ^I may fay, hunger and thirft to fee — its the 
wifh of my heart — Providence has indulged mc 
with many, and I will hope for the completion of 
this. — But t9 the point : — a gentleman in adminif- 
tration (with whom I am upon good terms) about 
an hour fince called upon mc, to give me fomc 
frcfh news juft arrived from Admiral Geary's fleet 
— an engagement between a new French frigate, 
pierced for 44 guns, mounting 32, called the 
Nymphe, and the Flora Englilh frigate. Captain 
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Peer WillumsS of 36 guns. The Flora was peep- 
ing into Breft harbour, when the Nymphe was 
coming out full of men — they were both in the 
right mind for engagement — to it they went — The 
Frenchman began the affair at two cables length 
diftance-— Williams refenred his fire till they were 
within half-cable's length— It lafted, with the ob- 
ftinacy of two enraged lions, for above two hours 
— rA French cutter came up to teaze, but was fent 
off foon with a belly-full : — At lafl the French 
captain, at the head of his men, attempted board- 
ing — ^whcn otir Englifh hero met him, ran him 
- through the body — drove back his men — ^put them 
under hatches — ftruck tjie colours when Ihe was 
on fire in four different places. — ^This affair hap- 
pened the loth ult. and he has gallantly brought 
his prize into Plymouth. — ^This is the greateft 
affair, take the number of guns, men, &c. altoge- 
ther, that has happened this war. I am forry to 
remark, that if the French fleets in general behave 
fo well, it will be a fervice of danger to meddle 
with them; 

When Capt, Williams had conquered the crew, 
"they found fixty dead upon deck ^ — the two fliips 
exhibited a fcenc more like a flaughter-houfe thaa 
any thing imaginable — ^Thefe, oh Chriftians ! are 

• Gapt Peer William» is fii ft cousin to Lady N-^-^5 and he 
yrffl. not &re the y^qoc for that. 
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the features of war— and thus Moft Chriftian K-^$ 
and Defenders of Faith fhew their zeal and love 
for the dying commands of th^ir Divine Maftcr, 
•-Oh ! friend, may every felicity be thine, and 
thofc beloved by thee ! may the heart-felt figh 
arife only at the tale of foreign woes !-r-May the 
facred tear of pity bedew the cheek for misfortunes 
only fuch as humanity may foften ! — Mrs. Sancho 
joins me in fmctrc and grateful refpedts ^o Mrs, 

S andfelf. 

Yours truly, 

I. SANCHO. 

Sancho begs his refpefts to Mr. and Mrs. 
C ; love to Sir J— O , and all who en- 
quire after Blackamoors. 



LETTER CXLVI. 
TO MRSC 1 



Charles Street, Sept. 7t 1780. 

Mv greatly efteemed and honoured friend, if my 
pen doth juftice in any fort to my feelings, this 
letter will not be a complimentary one — I look 
upon fuch letters as I do upon the ladies' winter 
nofcgays, a choice dilplay of vivid colouring, but 
no fwcetnefs.~My friend Mr. R— fays, Iftand 
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condemned in the opinions of two ladies for an 
omittance in writing : believe me, my forrow for 
incurring the cenfurc is much more real than the 
crime i for when the heart is overcharged with 
worldly care, the mind bending alfo to the preflurc 
of afflidlive vifitations — add to that the fnow-tipt 
hairs announcing fifty odd — ^the fire of fancy is 
quite extinguifhed, — Alas ! alas I fuch being the 
true ftate of the cafe, I dare abide by the jury of 
your noble and equitable hearts, to be brought in 
not guilty.— The fhew of hands was greatly in 
favour of Mr. Charles Fox and Sir George Rodney; 
they will carry it all to nothing, is the opinion of 
the knowing. — Lord L met with a coarfe re- 
ception, at which he was a little difpleafed. — Mr. 

B g fpoke like the pupil of eloquence ; — but 

the glorious Fox was the father and fchool of ora- 
tory himfelf— the Friend ! the Patron ! the Ex- 
ample ! — There now.— I attended the huftings from 
ten to half paft two — gave my free vote to the 
Honorable Charles James Fox and to Sir George 
Rodney ; hobbled home full of pain and hunger — 
What followed after you fhall know in my next ; 
jit prcfcnt I have only to declare myfelf 

Yours and Mifs C 's 

moft obedient, faithful, 

humble fcrvant, 

IGJS. SANCHO. 
U4 
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LETTER CXLVn. 
TO J — -s- — >Esa 

Sept 9, 1780. 
DEA& SIR^ 

" E arc all dcftion-bcwitchcd here — ^I hope Sir 

C B meets with no oppofition — he is fo 

worthy a charadcr, that, ftiould he be ill fup- 
ported, it . would impeach the good fenfc and 

honefty of his conftituents. — Mrs. S and 

yourfcl^ I pray God, may both enjoy health and 
every good. — I here inclofe you this evening's pa- 
per, by which you will fee how the Fox is like to 
lead Ad— n. He and Sir George Rodney had 
my hearty rote, and I had the honour of his thanks 
perfonally.— And in writing alfo, I have to thank 
you for a thoufand kind things, which I wifh from 
my foul I could any way ever deferve.— May 
health and every blefling beftrew your paths, and 
thofc of all you love !-^is the prayer and wilh of 

Your much obliged 

humble fcrvant, 

I. SANCHO. 
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LETTER^ CXLVIII. 
IX) MISS C . 

Saturday, Sept. 9. 17S0* 
DIAR MISS^ 

I HAVE the honor to addrcfs you upon a very in- 
tercfting, ferious, critical fubjeft. — Do not be 
alarmed ! it is an affair which I have had at heart 
feme days paft — it has employed my meditations 
more than my prayers. — Now I proteft I feel my- 
felf in the moft aukward of fituations— but it muft 
out — and fo let it.— But how does my good, my 

half-adored Mrs. C ? and how does Mifa 

A ? and when did you fee my worthy Mrs. 

R ? Are they all well, and happy as friend- 

Ihip could wilh them ? How is the Doftor and 
Beau S-*^— , all well P—rWell, thank God— and 
you your dear fclf are well ? Honey, and was not 
Lord N— an Irilh titk ? true, but the chield is 
Scotch born. — Pray give my bcft affeftions to 

Mrs. C , and acquaint her with the ftate of 

the poll for the antient city and liberty of Weft- 
minfter which I inclofe.— I would not wifh you to 
mention what I fo boldly advanced in the begin- 
ning of this letter — No j let it die away like at 
mifcr's hope. 

Your moft obedient, . 

moft humble fervant, 
I remain^ dear Mifs C , 

I. SANCHO* 

The remainder in our next. 
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LETTER CXLIX. 

TO J S , ESQ. 

Sept 23, 1780. 
DEAR SIR^ 

I RECEIVED this evening one of the kindcft let- 
ters that ever fricndfhip diftatcd — for which I 
rejoice that the time draws near when I fhall have 
the delight to amend my health — ^and fee the few 
true good friends — fuch as my foul dcUghteth to 
honour,— I Inclofe you an evening paper: — ^Thank 
'God ! although the people have been a little irri- 
tated, every thing appears quiet, and I hope will 
remain fo. — ^The week after next I hope to fee the 

good Mrs. S and your worthy fcff, to whom 

Mrs, Sancho joins me in beft wifhes, 
I am, dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient 

humble fervant, 

I. SANCHO* 

The principal bufincfs I had to write about had 
like to have efcaped me, which is your kindnefs 
in offering your houfe for head-quarters ; whici I 

would embrace, had no{ brother O the rjght; 

of priority. 
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LETTEjR CL. 

TQ DOCTOR NORFORD. 

Pharle^ Street, Westm. Oct. 15, 1780. 
HONORED SIR, 

Were 1 to omit my thanks, poor as they arc, 
for a fmgle poft, your honcft, and more fcnfiblc 
dog, would be afliamcd of me. 

^* A mercifiil man is good to his beasts." 

The friendly hand which ftrokj^s and rewards his 
.attentions, that fame friendly han^ has prefcribed 
for my good — and under God has much benefited 
my health; — the eye of kindnefs, which animates 
the poor animal to deeds almoft beyond inftinfl^ 
hath beamed upon me alfo, and given mc the 
plcafing aflurance of new health. — I wilh, dear 
Sir, for juft as much credit in the point of grati- 
tude, as you will allow to f^U to the fhare of any 
poor honeft dog. — For fo much, and no morc> 
prayeth, dear Sir, 

Your mod obedient 

and grateful fervant. 

U SANCHO* 
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LETTER CLT, 

TO J S , ESQ. 

Friday, Oct. IS, 1780- 
DEAR SIR^ 

I SHOULD cftccm myfclf too happy were I nt this 

moment certain that Mrs. S were as much 

better as I find myfelf ;— but when I confider the 
profeffional fkill, as well as the intereft Dr. Norfor4 
has in the welfare of you and yours, I fit down 
fatisfied in full hope that Mrs. S is at this mo- 
ment better, much better ; and as one fpirit ani- 
mates you both, you are better too. May health 
difFufc itfelf throughout thy houfe ! and gladden 
all around it ! I am better, my dear Sin — ^Tell my 

good Mrs. S , I fhall live to fee her, and to 

thank her too moftly cordially in my child's name; 
for my part, your liberality in conftant flow has 
tired me out with thank-ye*s. Adieu, dear Sir. — 
I never left a place with fo much regret as you 
made me leave Bury with — i — , nor ever met 
with the whole family of the Charities but at thy 
houfe. — Mrs. Sancho joins mc in acknowledge- 
ments to fclf, good Mrs. S— , and Dn Nor- 

ford. 

We are, dear Sir, 

Yours gratefully, 

A. I. SANCHO* 
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LETTER CLII. 

TO MR. S 

Friday, Oct. 18, 1780. 

Pooh, no, thou fimplcton ! I tell thcc I got no 
cold, neither is my breath one jot the worfe. — I 
wi(h I knew that you fufFered as little from break 
of reft, and raw air. — I am glad I have left you, 
for your fake as well as my own, my dear Stee. — 
The corks flew out of thy bottles in fuch rapid 
iucceflion, that prudence and pity held a council 
upon it. — Generolity ftepped in, followed by a 
pert coxcomb, whom they called Spiritr— and God 
knows how the affair is to end. — I intend to write 
a line to the worthies of your town, the good Mr. 

S and Dr. Norford. Oh, Stee ! had I thy 

abilities, I would fay what Ihould credit my feel- 
ings, though it fell far fhort of the merits of fuch 
friends to mankind— and 

Your iGN. SANCHO, in particular. 

Love and refpeds to thy generous fcholars — the 
Greens— the* Browns, &c. &c. to reverends MeflT. 
Prettyman, and the other gentleman with pretty 
wife, whofe name is deferted from the filly pate 
of thy true friend Sancho. — 1 have not fecn Mr. 

J H , but they are all well, as Mr. 

Anthony has juft announced. 

Say handfomely to the Greens — and much as 
you pleaic to the Prettymans. 
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LETTER CLIIL 

TO MR. L • 

October 25, 17S0. 
MY DEAR BOr^ 

This is to thank you kindly for the affcftionatc 
mark of your remembrance of your old friend. — 
After a long tedious voyage, you happily reached 
the haven of your repofe — found your friends 
well — and rejoiced their hearts by prefenting, not 
a prodigal,, but a duteous, worthy, and obedient 
child ; — Theirs be the joy — but yours will be the 
gain — ^As furc as light follows the rifing of the 
fun, and darknefs the fettingof it, fo fure is good- 
nefs even in this life its own reward. — Of courfe 
you are in the militia — that will do you no harm ; 
— ipirit and true courage in defence of our coun- 
try is naturally and nobly employed. — We are in 
the upper world playing the old foolifh game, in 
the fame foolilh way, and with the fame foolifh 
fet that trod the minifterial boards when you left 

us. Your friend D tries expedients, and gets 

nothing — he is very deep in my debt ; but as he 
has nothing, I can expert nothing — for I never will 
confcnt to do that to others, I would not they 

ihould do unto me. — N does better, and 

grows proud — ^I wifh him joy. — My dear youth, 
bc^roud of nothing but an honcft heart—Let the 
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facrcd oracles be your morn and evening counfel- 
lors— fo fhall you truly enjoy life, and fmile at 
the approach of death.^-I have been exceedingly 
ill fince you left us j— but thank God ! I have got 
a fair fit of the gout, which will, I hope, cleanfe 
me from my whole budget of complaints. — I fliall 
live, I hope, till your good prefcnt arrives — and 
then I ftiall live indeed. — Send the girls fomc 

cherry nuts, if eafy to be procured.— Mrs. S • 

joins me in love, good will, and good wlftics for 
thy peace, health, and profperity. 

Adieu. Yours afFeftionately, • 

!• SANCHO. 



LETTER CLIV. 

TO J S , ESQ. 

Nov. U 178#. 
DEAR SIR, 

I TRUST, in God*s good providence, this will find 

Mrs. S ^- in perfeft health ! and you fo well^ 

that it fhall remain a, doubt which is heartiefl.— 
I am in the way of being well — the gout in both 
feet and legs — I go upon all fours — The conflict 
has been fharp, I hope the end is near — I never 
remember them to have fwelled fo much— I 
believe my preferver. Dr. Norford, would allow 
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it to be a decent fiti — My grateful refpefts attend 
him : the iffue is deferred till the gout fubfides, 
and I find my breath fomewhat better; but lean 
find no pofition cafy. — I inclofe you the topic of 
the day* — Mrs. Sancho joins me in every wilh for 
the felicity of our much-loved fri^ds, yourfel^ 
and better fclf. 

IGN. SANCHO. 



LETTER CLV. 

TO MRS. O . 

Charles Street, West, No. 19, Nov. 5, 1780. 
DEAR SISTER, 

I PRAY thee accept the inclofed as a mice of 
thanks and gratitude for the tender care and true 
friendly obliginghcfs, which a wife could only 
equal, and which I never expefted to find from 
home. — ^I feel and acknowledge yourkindnefs — ^ 
tbaS, and xkt'inccmmon goodncfs of fomc of the 
beft of human nature, fhall be cherilhed in my 
heart while it continues to beat. — ^Evcry body tells 
me I am better-^-and what every one fays muft be 
true ;— for my part, I feel a very flow amendment ; 
tixf cough js pretty ftubborn ; my breath very 
little better ^ body weak as water — add to this, a 
lintrt gout in both legs and feet*— ^Your fitter 
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joins mc in love and repeated thanks for all favors 
ftiown to her poor^ worn-out, old man. 



I. SANCHO. 



LETTER CLV, 

TO J- S , ESQ. 

Charles Street, Nov. I'B, 
MY DEAR SIR^ 

It is a week this blcflcd day fince that I oughts 
according to every rule of gratitude, love, and 
2eal, to have thanked my beft friends for a plenty 
of fome of the l>eft wine, which came in the beft 
time true kindnefs could have contrived it. — I 
fliould alfo have congratulated the many anxious 
hearts upcMi the happy recovery of yourfclf, and 

my thrice good Mrs. S . I waited from poft 

to poft to be enabled to fend a tolerable account 
of myfelf— The gout has ufcd me like a tyrant — 
^nd my afthma, if poffible, worfe. — I have fwelled 
gradually all over. — What a fight ! Dr. Jebb will 
not fufFcr me to make an iflue yet, as he would 
not wifh to difturb the gout. — In truth, my beft 
friend, I never truly knew illnefs till this bout.— 
Your goodnefs greatly leflened my anxiety—I 
find in it the continual flow of more than parental 

X 
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kindnefs :-*as God gave the hearty he muft and 
alone can give the reward ! — Our joint bell love, 
and moft refpe^tful thanks^ attend you both, from 

Yours gratefully, 

I. A. 8ANC^0• 



LETTER CLVL 



TO J S ESQ, 

Charles Street Nor. t7» 17tO. 

My fiiend, patron, preferver! were the mind alone 
ficky God never created, fince thebleflfed Apoftles' 
days, a better phyficiaii thaa thyfelf— either fingly, 
or in happy fartnerfotp with the beft of women— 
Not only fo, but your blefled zeal, like the Sama- 
ritan's, forgetful of felf- wants, poureth the wine 
and oil, and bindeth up the wounds of worldly 
lickncfs — then leaving with reluftance the happy 
objcft of thy care to the mercy of an interefted 
hoft-— with money in hand you cry — ** Call help, 
(pare no expenfe, and when I return, I will repay 
you." Indulge me, my noble friend, I have feen 
the prieft, and the Levite, aft^ m^wf years* know^ 
lidge^ (hatch a hafty look, then with averted face 
purfue their different routes : and yet thele good 
folks pray, turn up their eyes to that Heaven they 
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daily infiilt, aftd take more pains to prefcrve the 
appearances of virtue, than would fuffice to make 
them good in earncft. — ^You fee, my good Sir, by 
the galloping of my pen, that I am much mended. 
—I have been intolerably plagued with a bilious 
colic, which, after three days excruciating torments, 
gave way to mutton-fat-broth clyfters. — ^I am now 
(bating the fwelling of my legs and ancles) much 
mended— air and exercife is all I want — but the 
fogs and damps are woefully againft me. — ^Mrs, 
Sancho, who reads, weeps, and wonders, as the 
various pafliohs impel, fays, fhe is fure the merits 

of yeur houfc would fave B ^ were the reft of 

the inhabitants ever fo bad— She joins me in every 
grateful thought — ^In good truth, I have not lan- 
guage to exprefs my feelings. Dr. K- hurries 

me. Blefled couple, adieu ! 

Vours, 

I. SANCHO. 



LETTER CLVII, 

TOJ— p*.S -.ESa 

Charles Street, Dec. 1. 17S0i 

Why joy in the extreme fhould end painfully, I 
cannot iind out— but that it docs fo, I wilj ever 

X 2 
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ferioufly maintain. When I rctd thy efilifllbns of 
goodncfs, my head ttsmed;^— but when I came to 
confidcr the cxtenfire and cxpcnfivc weight and 
fcope of the contentSi my reafon reeled^ and 
idiotifm took polfeflion of me—* till die friendly 
tears, walhing away the mifts of doubt, prcfcnted 
you to me as beings of a purer, happier order— ^ 
which God in his mercy perhaps fliffers to be feat- 
tered here and there — thinly — that the lucky few 
who know them may, at the fame time, know 
what man in his original ftate was intended to be. 
—I gave your generous requcft a fair hearing— 
the two firft propofed places would kill me, ex- 
cept (and that is impoffiblc) Mrs. Sancho was with 
me. 

Inclination ftrongly points to the lan4 of friend-r 
fliip — where goodnefs ever bloflbms*^and where 
Norford heals. At prcfent I take nothing, but 
am trying for a few days what honeft nature un- 
perplexed by art will do for me. — I am pretty 
much fwellcd ftill, but I take fhort airings in the 
near ftagcs, fuch as Greenwich, Clapham, New- 
ington, &c. &:c. Walking kills mc . — The mind-— 
the mind, my ever dear and honored friends— 
the mind requires her lullaby 5 — Ihe muft have 
reft ere the body can be in a ftate of comfort,— 
Ihc muft enjoy peace, and that muft be found in 
ftill rcpofc of family and home. — Mrs. Sancho^ 
who ipeaks by her tears, 4ys what I will not prc- 
6 
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tendtodccyphcr;— I believe flic moft fcrvendy 
recommends you to that Being who beft knoTrs 
you — for he gare you your talents.— My moft 
gratefol and aflfeftSonatc refpcfts, joined with 
Mrs. Sancho's, attend the good Mrs^ S— ^— , diyfclf 
and all thy connexions. I cannot fay how much 
we arc obliged to you ; but certainly we were 
never fo much nor fo undefervingly obliged to 
any before. God keep you in all your doings 
•sprays thine — 

SANCHO^ 



I^TTER CLVIIL 
TO J. 




DBAR SIR> 

I AM doubly and trebly happy that I can in fonjc 
meafure remove the anxiety of the beft couple in 
the univcrfe. I fct alidc all thanks — for were I to 
enter into the feelings of my heart for the paft and 
prefent, I fliould fill the flicet : but you would not 
be pleafed. — ^In good truth, I have been exceeding 
ill— my breath grew worfe — and the dropfy made 
large ftridcs. — I left off medicine by confcnt for 
four or five days— fwcUcd inunoderately^-the good 
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Dn N— *f---d eighty miles diftint— and Dr. Jtbb 
hetrdly pitzzled through the darknefs of hispatieni 
•—I began to feel alarm— when> lookiag into your 
letter^ I found a Dn S— th recommended by 
yourfelf. I enquired-— his charader is great— but 
for lungs and dropfy^ Sir John £ — t, phyfician 
extraordinary and ordinary to his majefty^ is 
reckoned the firft. I applied to hkn on Sunday 
morning — he received me like Dr. N— f— <i; — ^E 
have faith m him. — My poor belly is fo diftended^ 
that I write with pain — ^I hope next week to write 
with more eafe. My duti^ refpefts await Mrs. 

S and felf, to which Mrs. Sancho begs to be 

joined by her loving hufband^ and 

Totir moft gratcfiil friend, 

SANCHO. 
Mr. Sancho died December 14. 
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